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The Hon Robert Borsak MLC
Committee Chair

Legislative Council
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Borsak

PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE NO 5 - JUSTICE AND COMMUNITIES
INQUIRY INTO THE ILLEGAL TOBACCO TRADE

Council would like to thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the subject Inquiry.

Council considered this matter at its Ordinary Meeting on the 23 July 2025. It was subsequently
resolved that:

i.  That the report be received and noted, and

ii.  Council make a submission to the lllegal Tobacco Trade Parliamentary Inquiry supporting
tougher regulation of the sale of illegal tobacco and ensuring that future regulatory
compliance remains the primary responsibility of the state and federal governments.

Council has welcomed the NSW Government’s recent decision to introduce tougher laws on the
sale of illegal vapes and tobacco. The State Government must also be congratulated on the
introduction of a new licensing scheme which includes mandatory criminal background checks
and a raft of legislative reforms aimed at significantly increasing penalties for serious offenders.

The government’s review of the planning pathways to apply to tobacco stores is also noted.
Whilst greater control over these premises is supported, it is important that the significant impost
of attempting to regulate the illegal tobacco trade is not forced down to Council.

Council appreciates the opportunity to comment on this issue and will take a keen interest in the
progression of the Inquiry.

Should the need arise, myself or Council's Mayor, Cr Kate Dight would only be too happy to
further elaborate on the contents of this submission.

Yours faithfull

BRETT MCINNES

GENERAL MANAGER

Administration Centre, 144 Otho Street (PO Box 138). Inverell NSW 2360





