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Responses to Questions on Notice

1. National Drug Strategy Household Survey data that shows where people are
purchasing their products; and consumption habits.

The most recent data available is from the 2022- 2023 National Drug Strategy Household 
Survey22, which samples Australian’s aged 14 and over.  

See: National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022–2023, Summary - Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare. 

Key findings in relation to tobacco consumption include: 

• Males were more likely to smoke daily (9.0%) than females (7.7%) in 2022–2023.
• Daily smoking decreased for both males and females between 2019 and

2022–2023, so in both years males were 1.2 times as likely as females to smoke
daily.

• Between 2019 and 2022–2023, daily smoking decreased among all age groups from
18–24 through to those aged 50–59. Only those aged 60–69 and 70 and older did not
see substantial decreases in the daily smoking rate.

• Most people who smoked (67%) reported they would like to quit smoking and intend
to at some point in the future.

• The cost of smoking remained the most common factor that motivated people to
quit or cut back on their smoking (53%), a decrease from 2019 (58%).

Key findings in relation to where people are purchasing their products are listed in the table 
below:23 
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Key findings related to purchasing behaviours among young people are summarised in 
Supplementary Question 7 above, using data collected by the Australian Secondary Student 
Alcohol and Drug survey.  

2. Data that we will come back to the Committee with that shows that we have sustained
declines around e-cigarette use amongst our young people in New South Wales.

This data draws from the most recent wave of the Generation Vape study. The findings are 
currently undergoing peer review and we anticipate being able to share the report with the 
Committee within a month.  

3. Have we had a response to this recommendation and whether it has been accepted or
considered by the Australian Government? - The NSW Government advocates for illegal
tobacco to be a standing agenda item at the National Health Ministers Meeting.

We understand that illegal tobacco is an ongoing agenda item across multiple federal 
working groups and forums (including the National Illicit Tobacco and E-Cigarette forum; 
the National Police Ministers Council), with concurrent consideration being given to both 
enforcement approaches and broader policy responses. 
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