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Responses to Questions on Notice

1. National Drug Strategy Household Survey data that shows where people are
purchasing their products; and consumption habits.

The most recent data available is from the 2022- 2023 National Drug Strategy Household
Survey??, which samples Australian’s aged 14 and over.

See: National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022-2023, Summary - Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare.

Key findings in relation to tobacco consumption include:

e Males were more likely to smoke daily (9.0%) than females (7.7%) in 2022-2023.

e Daily smoking decreased for both males and females between 2019 and
2022-2023, so in both years males were 1.2 times as likely as females to smoke
daily.

o Between 2019 and 2022-2023, daily smoking decreased among all age groups from
18-24 through to those aged 50-59. Only those aged 60-69 and 70 and older did not
see substantial decreases in the daily smoking rate.

e Most people who smoked (67%) reported they would like to quit smoking and intend
to at some pointin the future.

e The cost of smoking remained the most common factor that motivated people to
quit or cut back on their smoking (53%), a decrease from 2019 (58%).

Key findings in relation to where people are purchasing their products are listed in the table
below:*

Table 10.8.1 Means of obtaining tobacco products, Australians aged 14+ who currently smoke 2013 to 2022-23

Means of obtaining 2022-23
Major supermarket chain 51.0 46.2 433 36.17%
Tobacconist 17.5 24.0 23.5 32.4%
Local convenience or grocery store/milk bar/deli 9.2 9.5 10.7 9.3
Petrol station 6.8 6.6 6.8 6.0
From person selling tobacco independently 1.2 1.0 0.9 1.7
Newsagent/news stand 29 2.1 1.7 1.4
Bottle shop or liquor store 1.5 1.2 1.0 1.4
Bar, pub, restaurant *0.3 *0.3 *0.3 *0.3
Internet *0.3 *0.2 *0.2 *0.3
Other *0.3 **0.1 *0.2 *0.6
Did not obtain them myself" 9.0 9.0 11.3 10.5

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022-23, Table 2.29.
T Includes those reporting ‘got them from a friend/relative’ and *stole them’
* Estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution.
** Estimate has a high level of sampling error meaning that it is unsuitable for most uses.
# Statistically significant change between 2019 and 2022-23.
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Key findings related to purchasing behaviours among young people are summarised in
Supplementary Question 7 above, using data collected by the Australian Secondary Student
Alcohol and Drug survey.

Data that we will come back to the Committee with that shows that we have sustained
declines around e-cigarette use amongst our young people in New South Wales.

This data draws from the most recent wave of the Generation Vape study. The findings are
currently undergoing peer review and we anticipate being able to share the report with the
Committee within a month.

Have we had a response to this recommendation and whether it has been accepted or
considered by the Australian Government? - The NSW Government advocates for illegal
tobacco to be a standing agenda item at the National Health Ministers Meeting.

We understand that illegal tobacco is an ongoing agenda item across multiple federal
working groups and forums (including the National Illicit Tobacco and E-Cigarette forum;
the National Police Ministers Council), with concurrent consideration being given to both
enforcement approaches and broader policy responses.



References

" National Tobacco Strategy 2023-2030 | Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing
2SA leads the way in fight against illicit tobacco | Consumer and Business Services

3$1.5 million in illegal tobacco seized in Mid-North SA and Eyre Peninsula raids - ABC News

4 Record crackdown continues on illicit tobacco and vape trade - Ministerial Media Statements

5 Qld illicit tobacco raids: State seizes $15.7 million in illegal goods, shuts down 148 tobacconists

8 |llegal tobacco stores shut down in Illawarra and Riverina

7 Minns Labor Government shuts down five i legal tobacconists

®5.11 Accessibility of tobacco products to young people - Tobacco in Australia

10 Commonwealth of Australia 2025, Illicit Tobacco and E-cigarette Commissioner Report 2024-2025.

" Loomis, B.R., et al., The density of tobacco retailers and its association with attitudes

toward smoking, exposure to point-of-sale tobacco advertising, cigarette purchasing, and

smoking among New York youth. Prev Med, 2012. 55(5): p. 468-74.

2 Cantrell, J., et al., Tobacco Retail Outlet Density and Young Adult Tobacco Initiation. Nicotine Tob Res, 2016. 18(2):
p.130-7.

3 Marashi-Pour, S., et al., The association between the density of retail tobacco outlets, individual smoking status,
neighbourhood socioeconomic status and school locations in New South Wales, Australia. Spatial and Spatio-
temporal Epidemiology, 2015. 12: p. 1-7.

14 Scully, M., et al., Density of tobacco retail outlets near schools and smoking behaviour among secondary school
students. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 2013(6): p. 574.
Shttps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25283169/#:~:text=After%20the%20bans%2C%20smokers%20were,denormaliz
ation%200f%20smoking%20among%20youth.

8 Generation Vape | Cancer Council NSW

17 Jenkinson, E., Madigan, C., McGill, B., Rose, S., Watts, C., Freeman, B., Egger, S., Brooks, A., & Dessaix, A. (2026).
Generation Vape Wave 9 data (NSW) [Unpublished confidential data]. Cancer Prevention and Advocacy Division,
Cancer Council NSW.

18 Scully M, Bain E, Koh I, Wakefield M, and Durkin S. ASSAD 2022-2023: Australian secondary school students’ use
of tobacco and e-cigarettes. Centre for Behavioural Research in Cancer: Cancer Council Victoria, 2023. Available
from: https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-04/australian-secondary-school-students-use-of-tobacco-
and-e-cigarettes-2022-2023.pdf.

19 Protecting children from tobacco products in retail environments: A review of Australian tobacco
control laws - Rooney - 2025 - Drug and Alcohol Review - Wiley Online Library

20 Alcohol, tobacco & other drugs in Australia, About - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

21 17.4 Economic evaluations of tobacco control interventions - Tobacco in Australia

22 National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022-2023: Tobacco smoking in the NDSHS - Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare

23 Bayly, M, Kalitsis, L and Scollo, M. 10.8 Characteristics of the Australian retail tobacco market. In Greenhalgh, EM,
Scollo, MM and Winstanley, MH [editors]. Tobacco in Australia: Facts and issues. Melbourne : Cancer Council

Victoria; 2025. Available from https://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-10-tobacco-industry/10-8-
characteristics-of-the-australian-retail-tobacco-market



https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-tobacco-strategy-2023-2030?language=en
https://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/news/sa-leads-the-way-in-fight-against-illicit-tobacco
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-10/illegal-tobacco-seized-by-sa-police-mid-north-eyre-peninsula/105161600
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/103241
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/15m-in-goods-seized-148-qld-stores-closed-during-10-day-tobacco-blitz-20251207-p5nlhp.html
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20251121_01.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20260206_01.aspx
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/15m-in-goods-seized-148-qld-stores-closed-during-10-day-tobacco-blitz-20251207-p5nlhp.html
https://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-5-uptake/5-11-accessibility-tobacco-products-young
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25283169/#:~:text=After%20the%20bans%2C%20smokers%20were,denormalization%20of%20smoking%20among%20youth
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25283169/#:~:text=After%20the%20bans%2C%20smokers%20were,denormalization%20of%20smoking%20among%20youth
https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/cancer-prevention/smoking/generation-vape/
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-04/australian-secondary-school-students-use-of-tobacco-and-e-cigarettes-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-04/australian-secondary-school-students-use-of-tobacco-and-e-cigarettes-2022-2023.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/dar.14033?msockid=1554d2c9ca5969ec0caec4e3cb4f680b
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/dar.14033?msockid=1554d2c9ca5969ec0caec4e3cb4f680b
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol/alcohol-tobacco-other-drugs-australia/contents/about
https://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-17-economics/17-4-economic-evaluations-of-tobacco-control-interventions
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/smoking/tobacco-smoking-ndshs
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/smoking/tobacco-smoking-ndshs
https://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-10-tobacco-industry/10-8-characteristics-of-the-australian-retail-tobacco-market
https://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-10-tobacco-industry/10-8-characteristics-of-the-australian-retail-tobacco-market



