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Need: Why is the policy needed based on factual evidence and stakeholder input?

Police memorials honour members of the New South Wales Police Force across the
State who have given their lives in service to the New South Wales (NSW) community.
Unfortunately, there have been some instances of damage to police memorials, which
highlights the need to ensure that they are adequately protected and to send a clear
message to the community that this type of behaviour is unacceptable.

The Bill seeks to extend the legal protections afforded to war memorials to police
memorials to achieve this purpose. It does that by:

e Extending the offence in the Crimes Act 1900 of intentionally or recklessly
destroying or damaging a war memorial, with a maximum penalty of 7 years’
imprisonment, to also apply to police memorials.

e Including police memorials in the definition of ‘protected place’ in s 8 of the
Summary Offences Act 1988. This will have the effect that the offence of wilfully
damaging or defacing a protected place, in s 8(2) of that Act, applies to police
memorials.

e Extending the application of the offence at s 8(3) of the Summary Offences Act
1988 so that it also applies to police memorials.

e Extending the power to make a discretionary compensation order, provided for in
s 8(3B) of the Summary Offences Act 1988, so that it applies to police memorials.
This provision will allow the court to order a person who is convicted of an
offence under section 8 in relation to a police memorial to pay the person who
has control or management of the police memorial compensation for damage or
defacement to the memorial, or a loss incurred, as a result of the offence. The
amount payable is up to $4,400, which aligns with similar compensation orders
available under the Anzac Memorial Building Act 1923 and the Graffiti Control Act
2008. A compensation order will be able to be made in addition to any criminal
penalty imposed in relation to the offence.

Objectives: What is the policy’s objective couched in terms of the public interest?

The Bill strengthens existing protections for police memorials in NSW, which
commemorate the lives and service of members of the NSW Police Force.

Itis in the public interest to protect police memorials to honour those members of the
NSW Police Force who have given their lives in service to the NSW community

Options: What alternative policies and mechanisms were considered in advance of the
bill?

The identified issues and policy outcomes targeted in this Bill can only be achieved
through legislative amendment.

Analysis: What were the pros/cons and benefits/costs of each option considered?

The Bill is a reasonable and measured approach to strengthening protections for police
memorials in NSW and replicates measures already available to protect war memorials
across the State.

Pathway: What are the timetable and steps for the policy’s rollout and who will
administer it?




The Bill will commence on assent and will be enforced by the NSW Police Force.

Consultation: Were the views of affected stakeholders sought and considered in
making the policy?

These measures replicate measures already in force in relation to war memorials. The
NSW Police Force have been consulted and support the measures in this Bill.



