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Need: Why is the policy needed based on factual evidence and stakehio

raal

The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 is the primary piece of animal welfare
legislation in New South Wales. Community expectations around the treatment of animals
have evolved significantly since the Act was first introduced. Recent consultation and
parliamentary inquiries have highlighted strong public support for modernising the State’s
animal welfare laws.

The NSW Government has reviewed the current Act and the many submissions received
through consultation processes and parliamentary inquiries relating to animal welfare. This
feedback has helped to inform this Bill and the proposed package of changes that seeks to
ensure the legislative framework remains effective and reflects contemporary expectations
regarding animal welfare.

Objectives: What is the policy’s objective couched in terms of the public interest?

The objective of the Bill is to strengthen animal welfare protections in New South Wales and
ensure the law remains effective in preventing and responding to animal cruelty. The
amendments aim to improve the protection of animals by introducing new offences for
practices that cause harm to animals, strengthening existing cruelty offences, increasing
and aligning penalties in the Act and modernising enforcement powers available'to
Approved Charitable Organisation inspectors and NSW Police. The reforms will also remove
barriers to humane intervention by certain qualified persons in situations where animals are
suffering or at risk of suffering.

Options: What alternative policies and mechanisms were considered in advance of the bill?

Amendments to the Regulation and Codes under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1979 were considered as a mechanism to achieve the intended policy objectives. However,
the changes required to achieve these policy objectives could not be made without
changing the Act itself.

As such, amendments to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 are required to make
necessary legislative changes including to create new offences and expand enforcement
powers to ensure animal welfare laws remain up to date and reflect community
expectations about animal welfare.

Analysis: What were the pros/cons and benefits/costs of each option considered?

Amending the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 provides the most effective way to
deliver the proposed changes. Many of the changes, including the introduction of new
offences and expanded enforcement powers, cannot be implemented through regulations
or administrative changes. Legislative amendment is therefore necessary to support the
intended policy outcomes and there is no comparable method to directly assess
alternatives.



Pathway: What are the timetable and steps for the policy’s rollout and who will administer
it?

The Bill is proposed to commence on assent. POCTAA is jointly administered by the Minister
for Agriculture and the Minister for Local Government. The Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development, as the lead agency for animal welfare in NSW, will
implement the changes in consultation with the enforcement agencies (the Approved
Charitable Organisations and NSW Police) along with other relevant NSW Government
agencies.

Consultation: Were the views of affected stakeholders sought and considered in making the
policy?

The proposed reforms have been informed by consultation with stakeholders and feedback
from the community.

Approximately 7,000 submissions have been received through consultation processes
relating to animal welfare, including consultation on the remake of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Regulation and feedback provided through parliamentary inquiries.

Targeted consultation was also undertaken with key stakeholders who have regulatory
functions relevant to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 or have specific
knowledge and expertise relevant to the changes in the Bill. This included animal welfare
organisations, enforcement agencies and industry representatives. Correspondence from
members of the public was also received and considered.



