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New South Wales

24-Hour Economy Legislation Amendment
(Vibrancy Reforms) Bill 2025

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The objects of this Bill are—

(a) to amend the Liguor Act 2007 (the Act) and the Gaming and Liquor Administration Act
2007 to increase the vibrancy of the night-time economy, and

(b) to make consequential amendments to other legislation.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Liquor Act 2007 No 90

Schedule 1]2] inserts definitions of certain terms for the Act, including metropolitan area and
non-metropolitan area. Schedule 1[10] and [25] make consequential amendments.

Schedule 1[5] enables the Minister to declare an extended trading period for the day immediately
before the day on which a special event is to be held if the Minister is satisfied the special event
will attract visitors to the area in which the premises are located. Currently the extended trading
period may be declared for the day of the special event and the following day.

Schedule 1[7] inserts proposed section 18A to allow the Independent Liquor and Gaming
Authority (the Authority) to authorise a club licensee to sell liquor at functions held on premises
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other than the premises to which the licence relates and sets out regulation-making powers relating
to authorisations granted under the proposed section.

Schedule 1[8] and [9] provide that, if a licensee is authorised to sell liquor for consumption away
from a licensed premise, it is no longer a condition that liquor be in sealed containers. Schedule
1[35] makes a consequential amendment.

Schedule 1[11]-[14] insert proposed Part 4, Division 1A into the Act, which provides for the
powers of the Authority and the Secretary of the Department of Creative Industries, Tourism,
Hospitality and Sport (the Secretary) in relation to licence conditions. Schedule 1[18] makes a
consequential amendment.

Proposed Subdivision 1 provides for the powers of the Authority in relation to licence conditions
and special licence conditions. These provisions are currently in sections 52 and 53 of the Act and
are renumbered and moved into the proposed division.

Proposed Subdivision 2 provides for the powers of the Secretary. It contains proposed sections
47C471.

Proposed section 47C authorises the Secretary to exercise the Secretary’s functions in relation to
imposing, varying or revoking a licence condition.

Proposed section 47D sets out how applications may be made by a licensee for the imposition,
variation or revocation of a condition on the licence held by the licensee.

Proposed section 47E sets out the circumstances in which the Secretary may impose a condition
on a licence.

Proposed section 47F sets out the circumstances in which the Secretary may vary or revoke a
condition on a licence, which includes certain conditions imposed by the Authority.

Proposed section 47G provides that the Secretary may vary, revoke or conduct a review of a
condition if it prohibits drinks being served in glass containers.

Proposed section 47H provides that the powers of the Secretary extend to a condition of an
authorisation in relation to a licence in certain circumstances.

Proposed section 471 sets outs out certain limits on the power of the Secretary to vary or revoke
conditions.

Proposed Subdivision 3 contains miscellaneous provisions.

Proposed section 47J provides that the Secretary or Authority may not make a decision in relation
to a licence condition unless they have given the licensee a reasonable opportunity to make
submissions regarding the proposed decision and have taken the submissions into consideration.

Proposed section 47K provides that conditions may be imposed as permanent or temporary
conditions.

Proposed section 47L automatically revokes certain conditions that limit live music.

Schedule 1[15], [27] and [28] relocate provisions from the Act, Part 4, Division 2 and restructures
Part 4 so that Division 2 contains only provisions relating to authorisations and other provisions
are moved to a new miscellaneous division at the end of the part. Schedule 1[3], [37] and [41]
make consequential amendments.

Schedule 1[16] removes requirements that applied to an extended trading authorisation which
provided for different hours on a Sunday.

Schedule 1[19]-[22] extend a provision that allowed an unrestricted club licence to be removed
a short distance to new premises without a change in trading hours to apply to a hotel licence.

Schedule 1][23] provides that a licensee, other than a registered club, must not conduct business
under the licence for more than 28 days without a manager unless approved to do so by the
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Authority. Schedule 1[24] provides that the Authority may give the approval if the licensee makes
an application—

(a)  in the way and form approved by the Authority, and
(b) accompanied by the fee prescribed by the regulations.

Schedule 1[30] creates an exemption from the offence in the Act, section 73(1)(a) for failing to
remove an intoxicated person from licensed premises in circumstances where the person requires
medical attention or transport from the premises and the medical attention or transport is being
sought. Schedule 1[29] makes a consequential amendment.

Schedule 1[31]—[33] insert proposed Part 5, Division 5A into the Act to provide for the setting of
and changes to the boundaries of licensed premises. This includes relocating existing provisions.
Schedule 1[26] and [34] make consequential amendments.

Schedule 1[36] inserts proposed Part 7B into the Act to consolidate provisions relating to live
music and performance venues in the Act. Schedule 1[1], [2], [4], [6] and [17] make
consequential amendments. The proposed part has 3 divisions.

Proposed Division 1 defines a number of key terms for the Act, including live music venue, live
performance venue, special entertainment precinct venue and incentivised event venue.

Proposed Division 2 re-enacts existing sections 12A and 12B of the Act. These provisions set out
the circumstances in which—

(a) live music venues and live performance venues are permitted to extend trading hours by 2
hours, and

(b)  special entertainment precinct venues and incentivised event venues are permitted to extend
trading hours by 1 hour.

The provisions also require the licensee to keep records in relation to the extended trading hours.

Proposed Division 3 defines listed live music and performance venue and sets out certain
regulation-making powers.

Schedule 1[38] provides for codes of practice to be made that set out standards for ensuring a safe
work environment and provides for the role of the Secretary and the Authority in relation to the
codes of practice.

Schedule 1[39] provides that failure by the licensee or manager to prevent or address a significant
risk to the safety of employees or other persons on the licensed premises is grounds on which a
complaint in relation to a licensee, manager or close associate of a licensee may be made to the
Authority.

Schedule 1[40] provides that the circumstances in which a licensee or manager fails to prevent or
address a significant risk to the safety of employees or other persons on the licensed premises
includes circumstances prescribed by the regulations.

Schedule 1[42] inserts savings and transitional provisions.

Schedule2 Amendment of Gaming and Liquor
Administration Act 2007 No 91

Schedule 2[2] amends the definition of close associate to provide that it includes a former close
associate.

Schedule 2[3]-[6] provide for the appointment of members to the Authority. The members are
appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of the Minister. The Minister must only
recommend persons on a recommended members list prepared by a selection panel. The Minister
must now, when making a recommendation to the Governor—
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(a)  consider the terms of existing members to try to ensure the staged replacement of members,
and

(b)  try to ensure the Authority has members who together have expertise or experience in a
number of areas.

The proposed amendments also—
(a) enable the Minister to establish the selection panel before a vacancy occurs, and
(b)  requires the selection panel to ensure—

(i)  the number of persons included in the recommended members list given to the
Minister is not less than the number of persons required to fill the vacancy, and

(i)  the list comprises persons with specified qualifications, expertise or experience.

Schedule 2[9] inserts proposed Part 4, Division 5B, which comprises proposed sections
33B-33G. Schedule 2[1], [7] and [8] make consequential amendments.

Proposed section 33B defines certain terms for the proposed division.

Proposed section 33C—

(a) provides that a marine authority may direct a relevant person for licensed premises to give
information to the marine authority in certain circumstances, and

(b)  sets out what the direction must specify.

Proposed section 33D provides for the circumstances in which a marine authority may direct a
relevant person to answer questions.

Proposed section 33E sets out that a direction under the proposed division may be given in writing
or orally.

Proposed section 33F provides that a marine authority may take photographs or other recordings
when necessary.

Proposed section 33G provides—

(a)  that a marine authority may give information collected under the proposed division to the
Authority or the Secretary, and

(b)  for the use of the information.
Schedule 2[10] and [11] make amendments consequent on Schedule 1[14] and [18].

Schedule 2[12] makes an amendment consequent on Schedule 1[28].

Schedule 3 Amendment of other Acts

Schedule 3.1 24-Hour Economy Legislation Amendment (Vibrancy Reforms) Act
2024 No 76

Schedule 3.1 corrects a cross-reference.

Schedule 3.2 Local Government Act 1993 No 30
Schedule 3.2[1] and [2] make amendments consequent on Schedule 1[36].
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