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New South Wales

Workers Compensation Legislation
Amendment (Firefighters) Bill 2025

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The objects of this Bill are to—

(@) amend the Workers Compensation Act 1987 (the Act) to expand the list of cancers
presumed to be work-related for eligible firefighters, and

(b) make consequential amendments to the Workers Compensation (Bush Fire, Emergency and
Rescue Services) Act 1987, including providing a presumption that a cancer set out under
the Act, Schedule 4, proposed Part 2 contracted by an eligible volunteer firefighter was
contracted while fighting a bush fire and that the fighting of the bush fire was a contributing
factor to the disease.

Outline of provisions

Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Workers Compensation Act 1987
No 70

Schedule 1[1] inserts a note to clarify that funding for claims relating to certain cancers contracted
by an eligible firefighter are provided for in certain other Acts.

Schedule 1[2] amends the definition of eligible firefighter.

Schedule 1[4] inserts a definition of deemed worker into the Act, section 19A.
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Schedule 1[5] provides that the firefighters’ diseases set out under the Act, Schedule 4, proposed
Part 1 are Category 1 diseases.

Schedule 1[6] inserts proposed Schedule 4, Part 2 which sets out certain cancers (Category 2
diseases) and the corresponding qualifying service periods to which presumptions to workers
compensation apply. Schedule 1[3] makes a consequential amendment.

Schedule 1[7] inserts a transitional clause consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act.

Schedule2 Amendment of Workers Compensation (Bush
Fire, Emergency and Rescue Services) Act 1987
No 83

Schedule 2[1] inserts definitions of advisory panel, frontline hazardous firefighting activity test,
guidelines and ICNSW.

Schedule 2[3] inserts proposed section 10B which provides a presumption that a Category 2
disease contracted by an eligible volunteer firefighter was contracted while fighting a bush fire
and that the fighting of the bushfire was a contributing factor to the disease. It also provides for
how an eligible volunteer firefighter’s service period must be calculated.

Schedule 2[4] inserts proposed sections 32A and 32B. Proposed section 32A provides that the
Minister administering the State Insurance and Care Governance Act 2015, Part 2 must establish
an advisory panel to review and advise on claims made by volunteer firefighters in relation to a
Category 2 disease. The proposed section also provides for the members of the advisory panel,
their appointment and their required expertise. Proposed section 32B provides that the Minister
administering the State Insurance and Care Governance Act 2015, Part 2 must also make
guidelines to be applied by the advisory panel when assessing and determining a claim.

Schedule 2[5] inserts proposed Schedule 2 to provide for the following for an advisory panel
established under proposed section 32A—

(a)  the term of office for members,

(b) part-time appointments,

(c) the remuneration of members,

(d)  the circumstances in which the office of a member becomes vacant,

(e) the chairperson of the advisory panel,

(f)  the disclosure of pecuniary or other interests,

(g) the effect of the Government Sector Employment Act 2013 on the advisory panel,
(h)  the procedure for advisory panel meetings.

Schedule 2[2] makes an amendment consequential to Schedule 1[5].
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