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Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Amendment 
(Good Character) Bill 2026

T

Explanatory note
This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The object of this Bill is to amend the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Act 1999 to prevent good
character from being taken into account as a mitigating factor in determining appropriate
sentences for offences and to make consequential and related amendments.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) 
Act 1999 No 92

Schedule 1[6] gives effect to the object of this Bill. The proposed amendment provides that—
(a) the principle or rule of common law that requires or allows good character to be considered

by a court as a mitigating factor in determining the appropriate sentence for an offence is
abolished, and

(b) a court, in determining the appropriate sentence for an offence, must not consider evidence
adduced solely for the purpose of establishing good character, but this does not prevent a
court from considering evidence adduced for another purpose or principle of, or factor in,
sentencing.

Schedule 1[1]–[5], [7] and [8] make consequential amendments.
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Schedule 1[9] and [10] provide for a review of the operation of the amendments made by this Bill.
Schedule 1[11] is a transitional provision.
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