Received by: 2

Date: 28(s/26

Time: q:-46pm
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

c2026-176C
SFF--Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Energy Legislation Amendment (Prioritising Renewable Energy) Bill 2026

Second print

Proposed amendments

No. 1 Removal of priority energy projects
Page 3, Schedule 1, lines 1-33. Omit all words on the lines.

No. 2 Consideration before declaration

Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197(1)~(4), lines 5—17. Omit all words on the lines. Insert
instead—

(I)  The Minister may, by written order, declare a particular energy project to be a
priority energy project.

(2)  The Minister must not declare an energy project to be a priority energy project
unless satisfied—

(a) the project delivers a demonstrated net public benefit, and

(b) no feasible alternative exists with materially lower agricultural impact,
and

(¢) cumulative regional impacts have been independently assessed, and
(d) the project will not materially reduce agricultural productivity, and
(e} each affected local council has been consulted, and

(f) directly affected landholders have been consulted, and

(g) bush fire and emergency service risks have been independently
assessed, and

(h)  the project will not materially undermine regional water security, and
(i) the declaration is consistent with criteria prescribed by the regulations.
(3) The Minister arrange for a report to be tabled in each House of Parliament,

within 7 sitting days after making a declaration under this section, setting
out—

(a) the reasons for the declaration, and

(b) the evidence the Minister relied on to satisfy the Minister of the matters
set out in subsection (2).

(4) A declaration under this section lapses 2 years after the date the declaration is
made, unless physical construction of the project has commenced.
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No. 3 Declaration must have council approval
Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 17—

(4A) A written order must not declare a particular energy project to be a priority
energy project, or a class of energy projects to be priority energy projects,
unless each local council affected by the declaration has given approval for the
declaration.

No. 4 Declaration must consult council
Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 17—

(4B) A written order must not declare a particular energy project to be a priority
energy project, or a class of energy projects to be priority energy projects,
unless—

(a) each local council affected by the declaration has been given written
notice of the proposed declaration, and

(b) the local council has been given a reasonable opportunity, being not less
than 40 days from the date on which the notice was given, or a shorter
period agreed to in writing by the council, to make submissions in
relation to the proposed declaration, and

(¢) eachsubmission made by a local council about the proposed declaration
has been made publicly available, and

(d) awritten response to each submission by a local council has been made
publicly available.

No. 5 Declaration must have landholder approval
Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 17—

(4C) A written order must not declare a particular energy project to be a priority
energy project, or a class of energy projects to be priority energy projects,
unless each landholder affected by the declaration has given approval for the
declaration.

No. 6 Declaration must consult landholders
Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 17—

(4D) A written order must not declare a particular energy project to be a priority
energy project, or a class of energy projects to be priority energy projects,
unless—

(a) each landholder affected by the declaration has been given written
notice of the proposed declaration, and

(b) the landholder has been given a reasonable opportunity, being not less
than 40 days from the date on which the notice was given, to make
submissions in relation to the proposed declaration, and

(c) each submission made by a landholder about the proposed declaration
has been made publicly available, and

(d) a written response to each submission by a landholder has been made
publicly available.

No. 7 Land not subject to declaration

Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 19—

(5A) Despite subsections (1) and (2), an energy project on the following land is not
a priority energy project—
(a) biophysical strategic agricultural land within the meaning of State

Environmental Planning Policy (Resources and Energy) 2021, Chapter
2, as in force on the commencement of this subsection,
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(b) land prescribed by the regulations as forestry land,
(¢) land prescribed by the regulations as aquaculture land.

No. § Independent agricultural impact assessment
Page 3, Schedule 1][1], proposed section 197. Insert after line 19—

(5B)  Despite subsections (1) and (2), an energy project or a class of energy projects
must not be the subject of a declaration unless the Minister or appointed person
has considered an independent agricultural impact assessment about the
following matters—

(a) food security impacts,

(b) cumulative farmland loss,

(c) biosecurity risks,

(d) impacts on aerial agriculture,

(e} stock movement impacts,

(f) water impacts,

(g) impacts on regional supply chains.

No. 9 Nuclear, coal and other energy

Page 3, Schedule 1[1], proposed section 197(6), definition of energy project, paragraph (c), lines
24-28. Omit all words on the lines. Insert instead—

(¢c) nuclear energy generation,

(d) energy storage or firming infrastructure, being infrastructure that
includes battery storage, gas-fired firming generation, pumped hydro,
coal-fired energy generation or nuclear energy generation.

No. 10 Removal of priority energy projects

Page 4, Schedule 2[1], lines 3—7. Omit all words on the lines.

No. 11 Removal of priority energy projects
Page 4, Schedule 2[3] and [4], lines 14-25. Omit all words on the lines.

No. 12 Development of State significant development about priority energy projects
Page 4, Schedule 2[3], lines 15-20. Omit all words on the lines. Insert instead—
Insert after section 4.36(3C)—

(3D)  The Minister must not make a declaration under subsection (3) to
declare a priority energy project to be State significant
development unless—

(a) the Minister has obtained advice from the Independent
Planning Commission, and

(b) the advice has been publicly released, and

© an agricultural impact assessment has been completed, and
(d) a cumulative impact assessment has been completed, and
(e) a cost-benefit analysis has been completed, and

) a public consultation of a period not less than the period

prescribed by the regulations has occurred.

No. 13 Planning agreements
Page 5, Schedule 2[8] and [9], lines 13-28. Omit all words on the lines.
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No. 14

No. 15

No. 16

Protection of Independent Planning Commission
Page 5, Schedule 2[10], lines 29-35. Omit all words on the lines.

Removal of priority energy projects

Page 5, Schedule 2[10], proposed section 9.1(6), lines 34 and 35. Omit “, including in relation to
development that is a priority energy project within the meaning of the Electricity Supply Act

19957,

Directions about Independent Planning Commission
Page 5, Schedule 2[10]. Insert after line 35—
(7) A direction under subsection (6) must not relate to the following—

(@
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
®
€y

findings of fact,

recommendations of the Commission,
approval outcomes,

conditions of consent,

the conduct or outcome of hearings,
assessment methodologies,

the treatment of objections or submissions.

(8)  The Minister must, within 7 days of the making of a direction, arrange a copy
of the direction and reasons for the direction to be—

(a)
(b)

tabled in each House of Parliament within 7 sitting days after making
the direction, and

published on the NSW planning portal.
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