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ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (PRIORITISING RENEWABLE ENE
BILL 2026

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC INT af the Patliaments
Need: Why is the policy needed based on factual eviPence and th&per i%t?

The State’s energy transition requires timely delivery of new renewable generation,firming,
storage, and transmission and distribution infrastructure. NSW has a strong pipeline of
renewable energy projects in the planning system. A prioritisation framework will support the
allocation of agency and community effort.

Y)

Objectives: What is the policy’s objective couched in terms of the public interest?

The Energy Legislation Amendment (Prioritising Renewable Energy) Bill 2026 (Bill) promotes
energy security and will support the NSW Government to meet its legislated emissions
reduction targets.

The Bill establishes a framework for the identification of energy projects as ‘priority energy
projects’ that may benefit from planning approval pathways under the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). The Bill also expands upon the purposes for which
dedications, contributions or other material public benefits may be provided by a developer,
under a planning agreement, for a renewable energy project.

It is in the public interest that there is:

e a robust and effective prioritisation framework that can be used to accelerate the
delivery of renewable, firming, storage and transmission and distribution infrastructure
projects needed for the State’s energy transition; and

e a clear, consistent, and robust statewide benefit sharing framework for renewable
energy projects.

Options: What alternative policies and mechanisms were considered in advance of the
bill?

The NSW Government considered a “no change” option, as well as a range of legislative and
non-legislative options. However, the Bill was considered the most effective means through
which to achieve the intended policy objective.

Analysis: What were the pros/cons and benefits/costs of each option considered?

The “no change” option would maintain the status quo and would not address the documented
delays and uncertainty across the project lifecycle of renewable energy projects or promote
enhanced benefit sharing arrangements in relation to the same. There are no benefits in
maintaining the status quo.

Non-legislative options would not:

e create an overarching prioritisation framework that can be relied upon to accelerate
the delivery of the renewable energy projects in the State; or

e allow for a clear, consistent, and robust statewide benefit sharing framework for
renewable energy projects.

Consultation: Were the views of affected stakeholders sought and considered in
making the policy?

The NSW Government has engaged with industry and community stakeholders over several
years, through various forums, to understand the challenges experienced by proponents of
energy projects and communities impacted by the carrying out of that development. The
amendments proposed by the Bill have been informed by feedback from stakeholders
collected through these past consultations.



