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An Act to confirm the Union in New South Wales of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the
Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales, and the
United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales
under the name of the Methodist Church of Australasia; to
deal with the real and personal property in New South
Wales of the said uniting churches; to give certain powers
to the New South Wales Conference of the said the
Methodist Church of Australasia; to amend the Wesleyan
Methodist Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the Primitive
Methodist Church Temporalities ‘Act, 1879, and the
Primitive Methodist Church Property Act, 1897 ; and for
other purposes connected with or incidental to the above
objects. [Assented to, 28th October, 1902.]

V HEREAS the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan rreamble,
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Provinee of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
four, empowered and authorised each Annual Conference of the said
A Church
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Church to carry into effect within its own bounds union with any
or all of the other Methodist Churches within its bounds, on the
constitutional basis defined by the said General Conference, and set
forth in the printed minutes of such General Conference of the year
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, but subject’ to a
provision that until Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the name of the uniting churches should, when united, be
“The Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” and that thereafter
the united church should be denominated “The Methodist Church of
Australasia”:  And whereas with the consent of the New South Wales
Conference (being an Annual Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, embracing within its jurisdiction the State of New
South Wales, and which said Annual Conference is duly constituted
by, and forms an integral part of, the said General Conference) an
agreement was duly made between the following churches, denomi-
nations, or religious communities in New South Wales, that is to say,
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales (being that part
of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church which is in New
South Wales), the Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales,
and the United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales,
hereinafter called the “uniting churches,” to enter into an organic
union as one church under the name of the ¢ Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church” as and from the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, on the said constitutional basis, and
in terms of a plan of union agreed to by the respective Annual
Conferences or Assemblies constituting the governing bodies of the
uniting churches, which said plan of union is fully set forth in the
printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of the Australasian
Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, in the State of New
South Wales, in the year one thousand nine hundred and one, it being
agreed that when Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the united church should be denominated “The Methodist
Church of Australasia”: And whereas Methodist Union became
general throughout Australasia on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two: And whereas pursuant to such
agreement the uniting churches did, on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, enter into an organic union as one
chureh under the name of “The Methodist Church of Australasia”
on the said constitutional basis, and in terms of the said plan of union :
And whercas the church named in the said constitutional basis is
throughout such basis called ¢ The Australasian Methodist Church,”
and the missionary society named therein is called ““The Australasian
Methodist Missionary Society” :  And whereas the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, held at
Sydney in the months of February and March, one thousand nine
hundred
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hundred and two, and which Conference included ministerial
and lay representatives of all the uniting churches, made and
passed certain appointments, resolutions, and orders: And whereas
the General  Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist
Church empowered cach Annual Conference of the said church to
obtain such legal enactments as might be necessary to give effect
to such union, and also to frame for itself regulations dealing with
the term during which a minister may be appointed to the same
circuit, church, or chapel subject to certain conditions fixed by such
General Conference, and with other matters : And whereas grants have
from time to time been made by the Crown to trustees of certain lands
in the State of New South Wales for the erection thercon respectively of
churches, chapels, schoolhouses, minister’s residences or for other pur-
poses for or in connection with the uniting churches severally, or some
of them: And whereas by rcason of the said union of the uniting
churches, and for other reasons, some of such lands are unsuitable for
the purposes for which they were respectively granted, and in respect
of other of such lands it is or may be undesirable to carry out the
specific trusts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient that
such lands should be held upon the trusts and with the powers,
authorities, and discretions and subject to the provisions of the model
deed referred to in section three hereof : And whereas it is necessary
and desirable to obtain legislative authority to confirm the union of the
said uniting churches and to declare the trusts upon which all real and
personal property in New South Wales now or hereafter held in trust for
or in anywise belonging to the said uniting churches, namely, the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive Methodist
Church in New South Wales, and the United Methodist Free Churches
in New South Wales, or any of them, shall henceforth be held,
and also to give to the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia power to make appointments of
ministers or preachers on trial to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises year by year successively for five years
or for such greater or lesser number of years as may from time to
time be authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia, and to amend the provisions of the said model
deed, and other powers: And whereas it is also necessary to amend
the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Aect, 1897, and to provide for other
matters appertaining to the said uniting churches or one or more of
them : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the “ Methodist Union Act, 1902.” short title.

2.
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2. Except so far as is inconsistent herewith this Act shall be
incorporated and read with the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889, and the said last-mentioned Act, and this Act may be
cited as the Methodist Church Property Acts, 1889-1902.

3. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise
indicates or requires,—

“ Constitutional basis” means the constitutional basis defined by
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Provinee of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
ninety four, as set forth in the printed minutes of such
Conference.

“Model deed” means the “ Wesleyan Methodist Model Deed of
New South Wales, 1888, referred to in the Principal Act,
and any duly authorised alteration or modification thereof.

“Plan of union” means the plan of union agreed to by the
respective. Annual Conferences or Assemblies constituting
the governing bodies of the uniting churches as set forth in
the printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of
the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney,
in the State of New South Wales, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and one.

“ Primitive Methodists ” means the members of the religious
community commonly known by that name, and includes
the people in New South Wales connected in religious
fellowship and church government, and called by that name,
and, at the time of the passing of this Act, forming part of
the connection established in Great Britain, and known as

the Primitive Methodist Connection.

“ Primitive Methodist Church,” means the church, connection,
society, religious denomination, or community of the Primitive
Methodists in New South Wales.

“Principal Act” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889.

“ Uniting Churches "’ means the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist
Free Churches,

“ United Free Methodists” means the members of the community
commonly known by that name, and includes the people in
New South Wales connected in religious fellowship, and
called by that name, and, at the time of the passing of this
Act, forming part of the connection or religious community
established in Great Britain under the name of the United

Methodist
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Methodist Free Churches, upon the union or amalgamation
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association with the Wesleyan
Methodist Reformers.
“ United Methodist Free Churches” means the churches
societies, connection, religious denomination or community
of the United Free Methodists in New South Wales.
“ Wesleyan Methodist Church ” means the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales. ' '
4. The Union of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Confirmation of
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Free Churches, Vo™
on the constitutional basis and plan of union, on the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and two, is hereby confirmed.
5. (1) The church formed by such union shall be denominated Name of church, &e.
“The Methodist Church of Australasia.”
(2) The constitutional basis shall be read and construed as if
the words ““ The Methodist Church of Australasia ” were inserted in
place of the words ““The Australasian Methodist Church ” wherever
such words occur; and as if the words “The Methodist Missionary
Society of Australasia” were inserted in place of the words ¢ The
Australasian Methodist Missionary Society ” wherever such words
oceur.
(3) The Methodist Church of Australasia shall for all
purposes be deemed to be the Wesleyan Methodist Church within the
meaning of the Principal Act, and the Annual Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales shall be deemed
to be the New South Wales and Queensland Conference within the
meaning of the said Act.
(4) The model deed shall, after the passing of this Act, be
known, referred to, and cited as “The Methodist Model Deed of New
South Wales.”
(5) The Wesleyan Methodist Church Register of Trustees
for New South Wales, referred to in section six of the Prineipal Act,
shall, after the passing of this Act, be called and inscribed as “The
Methodist Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales.”
6. The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church Confirmation of
of Australasia, held in Sydney in the months of February and March, ;;;}(ff;g‘:;‘,’m, s
one thousand nine hundred and two, and all elections, appointments,
resolutions, and orders, held, made, and passed by such conference, are
hereby confirmed and declared to be valid for all purposes.

7. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trusts upon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together }Yesleyan Methodist
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, be held.
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of the
model deed or of any deed therein referred to, or are otherwise held
on behalf of or in trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church shall

from
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from and after the passing of this Act be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions
of the model deed, but subject and without prejudice to any
reservation, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, lien, or lease affecting
the same respectively, and subject and without prejudice to any
resulting trust or any trust of any such lands, tenements, and
hereditaments, in favour of the donor or any person or corporation
other than the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and upon and subject to
no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

8. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which,
at the time of the passing of this Aect, are held upon the trusts of, and
with the powers conferred by, and subject to the provisions of the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act of 1897, or upon any other trusts for
the church or people or religious community or denomination called or
known as the ¢ Primitive Methodist Church,” or the ¢ Primitive
Methodists ”” or the “ Primitive Methodist Connection,” or upon trust
for any Primitive Methodist Society, and also all lands, tenements,
and hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of
this Act, are held upon trust for the church or people or religious
community or denomination called or known as the « United Free
Methodists *” or the “ United Methodist Free Churches,” or upon trust
for any United Methodist Free Church Society, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, be held for the Methodist Church of Australasia
upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities and discretions, and
subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the model deed, but
subject and without prejudice to any reservation, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, lien or lease affecting the same respectively, and subject
and without prejudice to any resulting trust or any trust of any such
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in favour of the donor or any
person or corporation other than the Primitive Methodist Church or
United Methodist Free Churches, or either of them, and upon and
subject to no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

9. All personal property, and all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of this
Act, are held upon trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church for
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for the purposes of a

theological institution shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be
held
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held upon trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia, and under
the direction and control of the New South Wales Conference thereof,
but otherwise subject to the trusts which prior to the passing of this
Act had been declared and existed concerning the same.

10. All lands heretofore granted or dedicated by the Crown upon Trusts upon which
trust for the erection thereon respectively of churches, chapels, school L‘;}‘l‘:“;fg‘f}'} T
houses or ministers’ residences, or for other purposes for or in connection Churches ure to be
with the uniting churches, or any of them, and which are now held el
upon the said trusts, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be
deemed to have been granted, and shall be held for the Methodist
Churech of Australasia, upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities,
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions of
the model deed, and upon and subject to no other trusts or provisions
whatsoever.

11, (1) All lands heretofore oranted, reserved, dedicated, or NOW Trusts upon which
held upon trust,as cemeteries or burial grounds for the burial of the dead ey 4w
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or
the United Methodist Free Churches shall, from and after the passing
of this Act, be deemed to have been granted, reserved or dedicated, and
shall be held in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for the
burial therein of the dead of such last-mentioned church, subject,
nevertheless, in all other respects to the trusts, and with the powers
declared and existing concerning the same.

(2) The Governor may, in respect of any such lands as to
which he has now no power of appointment of trustees, and not-
withstanding and in place of any other power of appointment of
trustees of such lands, upon the request in writing of the President
of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette, appoint
trustees of such lands.

(3) The Governor may make rules and regulations for the
management and control of any such lands, and may impose a penalty
not exceeding twenty pounds for the breach of any such rule or
regulation.

(4) Such rules and regulations shall upon notification in
the Gazette have the force of law.

(5) All penalties imposed by any such rule or regulation
may be recovered in the same manner as if they had been imposed by
this Act.

12. Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument any Devises, bequests, &e.
property real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed,
given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall
be declared or directed to be held upon trust, to or for the benefit of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church or the Primitive Methodist Church or the
United Methodist Free Churches, or intended so to be, or to or for the

" benefit
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benefit of any church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary in connection with any of the said churches, or intended so
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to any such
church, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, or receivable by or
payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or other
instrument any power, authority, discretion, or power to consent, is
given to or becomes exercisable by or is required from the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or the United
Methodist Free Churches, or any of them, or of any Conference,
Assembly, district committee, district meeting, or district synod of
any of the said churches, or of the president, chairman, secretary,
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minister thereof in
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other instrument, and
cevery devise, bequest, legacy, testamentary disposition, gift, grant,
conveyance, transfer, assignment, appointment, declaration of trust,
power, authority, discretion, and consent therein contained or referred
to, or intended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate
and take effect as if the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the uniting church named
or referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the New South Wales
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been named
and referred to therein in place of the Conference or Assembly of
the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be, and
as if the district meeting or district synod or corresponding church,
court, or committee of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the district committee,
district meeting, or district synod nmamed or referred to, or intended
so to be, and as if the president or secretary of the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to in place of the president or secretary named or
referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the chairman, minister,
officer, church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary
of the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be,
had been named and referred to as a chairman, minister, officer,
chureh, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
the Methodist Church of Australasia, and the signature of the
president for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the Methodist Church of Australasia signifying the exercise of such
power, authority, or discretion, or the giving of such consent shall be
evidence of the exercise of such power, authority, or discretion, and of
the giving of such consent respectively, and the receipt of the said
president, or of any person or persons duly appointed by him from
time to time in that behalf, for any such bequest or giff shall be a
sufficient discharge to the person or persons liable to pay, deliver, or
transfer any money or personal property under such will, deed or
other instrument, and all property, real or personal, so devised,
bequeathed,
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bequeathed, given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or
declared or directed to be held upon trust shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act, and to the trusts of such will, deed or other
instrument, and subject to any directions to the contrary therein
contained so far as the same are capable of taking effect, be under the
direction and control of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia.

13. All personal property which at the time of the passing of Personal property,

this Act is held in trust for the uniting churches, or any of them, or
for any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary thereof, shall from and
after the passing of this Act be held upon trust for the Methodist
Church of Australasia or for the corresponding fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary thercof, as the case may be :

Provided that if by reason of the union of the uniting churches
the particular trust upon which any personal property is held fails,
such personal property shall be held upon such trusts and for such
purposes as shall from time to time be declared or directed by the New
South Wales Conference of the Mcthodist Church of Australasia.

how to be held.

14. (1) All personal property situate in New South Wales' to Certain propeity

which the uniting churches, or any of them, or any fund, institution,

vested in the
president of the

society, or auxiliary of the uniting churches, orany of them, is entitled, New South Wales

and all personal property to which the Methodist Church of Australasia,

Conference of the
Methodist Church of

the- New South Wales Conference of such church, or any fund, Australssia.

institution, society, or auxiliary of such church, is or may: hereafter
from time to time become entitled, other than personal property which
is or may hereafter be vested in trustees upon trust for any such
church, conference, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, is hereby
vested or shall vest, as the case may be, in the president for the time
being of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church
of Australasia and his successors in office, and shall be held by him or
by his said successors in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia,
upon such trusts and for such purposes as shall from time to time be
declared or directed by the New South Wales Conference of the said
church.

(2) (a) Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument,
or by any gift or other disposition of property made before but not
taking effect until after the passing of this Act, or by any will, deed,
or other instrument, or by any gift or other disposition of property
made after the passing of this Act, any real or personal property has
been or is devised, bequeathed, or given to or for the benefit of the
uniting churches, or any of them, generally, or to or for the benefit of
the Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales generally,
or to or for the benefit of any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
any such church or churches gencerally (other than real or personal
property devised, bequeathed, or given to trustees upon trust for any

B such
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such church or churches, or for any such fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary), such real and personal property shall vest in the president
for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia and his successors in office.

(b) The said president and his said successors shall
hold such real and personal property upon the trusts, if any, declared
in respect thereof, and, if no such trusts have been declared, shall hold
and deal with such real and personal property and the proceeds thereof
in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for such purposes and
in such manner as the New South Wales Conference of the said church
from time to time directs, and shall, if so directed by the said Conference,
convey, transfer, or deliver any such real or personal property to such
persons, and upon such trusts, as the said Conference directs; and the
said president and his said successors, and any persons to whom any
such real or personal property is so conveyed, transferred, or delivered,
may, subject to and in conformity with any such direction, sell, lease,
mortgage, or otherwise deal with any such real or personal property.

15. Notwithstanding anything contained herein or in the
Principal Act or in the model deed or the deed poll referred to therein,
but subject to the constitutional basis and plan of union, the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may
from time to time,—

(1) Appoint any minister, being a member of such conference, or
any preacher on trial, to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises, year by year successively
for a period not exceeding in the whole five years or for such
longer or shorter period as may from time to time be
authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia: Provided that any such yearly
appointment for more than three successive years shall be
made only in accordance with such conditions as such General
Conference has determined or may hereafter from time to
time determine.

(2) With the approval of such General Conference, make such
rules and regulations for the appointment of its ministers and
preachers on trial and the election of its officers as it thinks

" it, and from time to time repeal, alter, or vary such rules and
regulations.

(3) With the approval of such General Conference, but subject
to the restriction as to doctrines contained in the constitutional
basis, make any other alterations or modifications of the
provisions of the model deed or any Schedule thereto :

Provided that whenever the model deed is altered or modified
by the said New South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such
alterations or modifications, and certified by and under the hand of the

president

s
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president for the time being of such Conference, shall forthwith, after
such alteration or modification, be deposited in the office of the
Registrar-General of New South Wales.

16. Nothing in this Act shall limit, restrict, take away, or alter Rights of trustees to
any rights or powers which any trustee of real or personal property by indemnity preserved.
this Act directed to be held in trust for the Methodist Church of
Australasia or any fund, institution, society or auxiliary thereof had or
possessed prior to the passing of this Aect, to sell, or mortgage, or be
indemnified out of such property in order to liquidate any debts or
obligations properly incurred by or resting upon him in respect of such
property.

17. (1) The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Power to consert
Church of Australasia and the president for the time being thereof shall °* *Pprove:
have and possess and are hereby invested with the like powers to
consent and to approve of all matters and things which, at the time of
the passing of this Act, were had or possessed by the New South
Wales Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church
and the president thereof respectively.

(2) Whenever any act, matter, or thing is required to be done,
testified to, or certified by the president of the Conference or Assembly
of any of the uniting churches, such act, matter, or thing may be done,
testified to, or certified by the president for the time being of the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.

18. (1) Every entry and insertion in the Wesleyan Methodist Vesting of trust
Church Register of T'rustees for New South Wales referred to in section g;‘}’)gfzg il
six of the Principal Act, made before the passing of this Act in respect additional trustees,
of persons nominated and appointed under the model deed to be
trustees for the purpose of increasing the number of trustees, shall be
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever, as if such entry and
insertion had been expressly authorised by the said section, and not-
withstanding that such persons were not so nominated and appointed
by reason of any vacancy in any trust, and the provisions of section
cight of the said Act shall have and be deemed to have had the same
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new
trustees in the place of some other trustee or trustees.

(2) (a) After the passing of this Act the entries and
insertions prescribed by section six of the Principal Act in respect of
the trustees in the said section referred to shall be made not only in
respect of such trustees but also in respect of all persons nominated
and appointed under the model deed to be trustees for the purpose of
increasing the number of trustees, provided that in place of an insertion
as to how the vacancy in the trust occurred the words  additional
trustee ”” shall be inserted ;

(b) the provisions of section eight of the said Act shall
have the same effect as if such personssonominated and appointed for
the purpose of increasing the number of trustees had been nominated
and appointed to he new trustees in the place of some other trustee or
trustees. 19,
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Judicial notics of 19. Judicial notice shall be taken of the signatures of the

Z‘f’s‘;’fr“e‘”t‘;‘r’;}m‘d"“' president and secretary for the time being of the General Conference
of the Methodist Church of Australasia and of the president and
secretary for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the said church.

President of 20. The president for the time being of the New South Wales

Now South Wales  Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may sue and be

representativepurty Sued in all actions and proceedings whether at law or in equity as

in legal proceedings. nominal plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, for the purpose of—

(a) ascertaining or determining the trusts upon which any real or
personal property hereinbefore mentioned or referred to are
or shall be held ;

(b) ascertaining or determining whether any real or personal
property is subject to any trust in favour of any church,
denomination, religious community, fund, institution, society,
or auxiliary referred to in this Aect.

By Authority : WiLLiam AprLEGATE GULLICK, Government Printer, Sydney, 1902.

[9d.]
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I Certify that this PRIVATE BILL, which originated in the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, has finally
passed the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of NEWSOUTH WALES.

Legislative Council Chamber, } JOHN J. CALVER’E,
Sydney, 22nd October, 1902. Clerk of the Parliaments.

Petn South Wales,

ANNO SECUNDO

EDWARDI VII REGIS.

*******************************************

An Act to confirm the Union in New South Wales of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the
Primifive Methodist Church in New South Wales, and the
United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales
under the name of the Methodist Church of Australasia; to
deal with the real and personal property in New South
Wales of the said uniting churches ; to give certain powers
to the New South Wales Conference of the said the
Methodist Church of Australasia; to amend the Wesleyan
Methodist Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the Primitive
Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the
Primitive Methodist Church Property Act, 1897 ; and for
other purposes connected with or incidental to the above
objects. [Assented to, 28th October, 1902.]

HEREAS the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Preamble.
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
four, empowered and authorised each Annual Conference of the said
Church
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Church to carry into effect within its own bounds union with any
or all of the other Methodist Churches within its bounds, on the
constitutional basis defined by the said General Conference, and set
forth in the printed minutes of such General Conference of the year
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, but subject to a
provision that until Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the name of the uniting churches should, when united, be
“ The Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” and that thereafter
the united church should be denominated “ The Methodist Church of
Australasia” :  And whereas with the consent of the New South Wales
Conference (heing an Annual Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, embracing within its jurisdiction the State of New
South Wales, and which said Annual Conference is duly constituted
by, and forms an integral part of, the said General Conference) an
agreement was duly made between the following churches, denomi-
nations, or religious communities in New South Wales, that is to say,
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales (being that part
of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church which is in New
South Wales), the Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales,
and the United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales,
hereinafter called the uniting churches,” to enter into an organic
union as one church under the name of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church” as and from the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, on the said constitutional basis, and
in terms of a plan of union agreed to by the respective Annual
Conferences or Assemblies constituting the governing bodies of the
uniting churches, which said plan of union is fully set forth in the
printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of the Australasian
Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, in the State of New
South Wales, in the year one thousand nine hundred and one, it being
agreed that when Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the united church should be denominated  The Methodist
Church of Australasia”: And whereas Methodist Union became
general throughout Australasia on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two: And whereas pursuant to such
agreement the uniting churches did, on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, enter into an organic union as one
church under the name of “The Methodist Church of Australasia”
on the said constitutional basis, and in terms of the said plan of union :
And whereas the church named in the said constitutional basis is
throughout such basis called “ The Australasian Methodist Church,”
and the missionary society named therein is called  The Australasian
Methodist Missionary Society” : And whereas the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, held at
Sydney in the months of February and March, one thousand nine

hundred
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hundred and two, and which Conference included ministerial
and lay representatives of all the uniting churches, made and
passed certain appointments, resolutions, and orders: And whereas
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist
Church empowered each Annual Conference of the said church to
obtain such legal enactments as might be necessary to give effect
to such union, and also to frame for itself regulations dealing with
the term during which a minister may be appointed to the same
circuit, church, or chapel subject to certain conditions fixed by such
General Conference, and with other matters : And whereas grants have
from time to time been made by the Orown to trustees of certain lands
in the State of New South Wales for the erection thereon respectively of
churches, chapels, schoolhouses, minister’s residences or for other pur-
poses for or in connection with the uniting churches severally, or some
of them: And whereas by reason of the said union of the uniting
churches, and for other reasons, some of such lands are unsuitable for
the purposes for which they were respectively granted, and in respect
of other of such lands it is or may be undesirable to carry out the
specific trusts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient that
such lands should be held upon the trusts and with the powers,
authorities, and discretions and subject to the provisions of the model
deed referred to in section three hereof : And whereas it is necessary
and desirable to obtain legislative authority to confirm the union of the
said uniting churches and to declare the trusts upon which all real and
personal property in New South Wales now or hereafter held in trust for
or in anywise belonging to the said uniting churches, namely, the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive Methodist
Church in New South Wales, and the United Methodist Free Churches
in New South Wales, or any of them, shall henceforth be held,
and also to give to the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia power to make appointments of
ministers or preachers on trial to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises year by year successively for five years
or for such greater or lesser number of years as may from time to
time be authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia, and to amend the provisions of the said model
deed, and other powers: And whereas it is also necessary to amend
the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act, 1897, and to provide for other
matters appertaining to the said uniting churches or one or more of
them : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the “ Methodist Union Act, 1902.” Short title.

2.
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2. Except so far as is inconsistent herewith this Act shall be
incorporated and read with the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Triist Act, 1889, and the said last-mentioned Act, and this Act may be
cited as the Methodist Church Property Acts, 1889-1902.

3. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise
indicates or requires,—

« Constitutional basis” means the constitutional basis defined by
the Gereral Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
ninety four, as set forth in the printed minutes of such
Conference.

“Model deed” means the “ Wesleyan Methodist Model Deed of
New South Wales, 1888, referred to in the Principal Act,
and any duly authorised alteration or modification thereof.

«Plan of union’” means the plan of union agreed to by the
respective Annual Conferences or Assemblies constituting
the governing bodies of {he uniting churches as set forth in
the printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of
the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney,
in the State of New South Wales, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and one.

« Primitive Methodists ” means the members of the religious
community commonly known by that name, and includes
the people in New South Wales connected in religious
fellowship and church government, and called by that name,
and, at the time of the passing of this Act, forming part of
the connection established in Great Britain, and known as
the Primitive Methodist Connection.

« Primitive Methodist Church,” means the church, connection,
society, religious denomination, or community of the Primitive
Methodists in New South Wales.

“Principal Act” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889.

« Uniting Churches ” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist
Free Churches,

« United Free Methodists” means the members of the community
commonly known by that name, and includes the people in
New South Wales connected in religious fellowship, and
called by that name, and, at the time of the passing of this
Act, forming part of the connection or religious community
established in Great Britain under the name of the United

Methodist
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Methodist Free Churches, upon the union or amalgamation
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association with the Wesleyan
Methodist Reformers.
« United Methodist Free Churches” means the churches
societies, connection, religious denomination or community
of the United Free Methodists in New South Wales.
“ Wesleyan Methodist Church ” means the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales. ;
4. The Union of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Confirmation of
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Free Churches, VH™
on the constitutional basis and plan of union, on the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and two, is hereby confirmed.
5. (1) The church formed by such union shall be denominated Name of church, &e.
¢ The Methodist Church of Australasia.”
(2) The constitutional basis shall be read and construed as if
the words “ The Methodist Church of Australasia” were inserted in
place of the words ““The Australasian Methodist Church > wherever
such words occur ; and as if the words “The Methodist Missionary
Society of Australasia” were inserted in place of the words ¢ The
Australasian Methodist Missionary Society” wherever such words
occeur. :
(3) The Methodist Church of Australasia shall for all
purposes be deemed to be the Wesleyan Methodist Church within the
meaning of the Principal Act, and the Annual Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales shall be deemed
to be the New South Wales and Queensland Conference within the
meaning of the said Act.
(4) The model deed shall, after the passing of this Act, be
known, referred to, and cited as «The Methodist Model Deed of New
South Wales.”
(5) The Wesleyan Methodist Church Register of Trustecs
for New South Wales, referred to in secticn six of the Principal Act,
shall, after the passing of this Act, be called and inscribed as ““The
Methodist Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales.”
6. The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church Confirmation of
of Australasia, held in Sydney in the months of February and March, ;’I‘,’;‘ff;f:,i‘;ts %o
one thousand nine hundred and two, and all elections, appointments,
resolutions, and orders, held, made, and passed by such conference, are
hereby confirmed and declared to be valid for all purposes.

7. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trusts upon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together g,’l‘flgfﬂﬁ:t:fed;t
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, be held.
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of the
model deed or of any deed therein referred to, or are otherwise held
on behalf of or in trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church shall

from
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from and after the passing of this Act be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions
of the model deed, but subject and without prejudice to any
reservation, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, lien, or lease affecting
the same respectively, and subject and without prejudice to any
resulting trust or any trust of any such lands, tenements, and
hereditaments, in favour of the donor or any person or corporation
other than the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and upon and subject to
no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

8. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which,
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of, and
with the powers conferred by, and subject to the provisions of the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act of 1897, or upon any other trusts for
the church or people or religious community or denomination called or
known as the “ Primitive Methodist Church,” or the ¢ Primitive
Methodists ”” or the “ Primitive Methodist Connection,” or upon trust
for any Primitive Methodist Society, and also all lands, tenements,
and hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of
this Act, are held upon trust for the church or people or religious
community or denomination called or known as the © United Free
Methodists " or the “United Methodist Free Churches,” or upon trust
for any United Methodist Free Church Society, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, be held for the Methodist Church of Australasia
upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities and discretions, and
subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the model deed, but
subject and without prejudice to any reservation, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, lien or lease affecting the same respectively, and subject
and without prejudice to any resulting trust or any trust of any such
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in favour of the donor or any
person or corporation other than the Primitive Methodist Church or
United Methodist Free Churches, or either of them, and upon and
subject to no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

9. All personal property, and all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rigchts, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of this
Act, are held upon trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church for
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for the purposes of a
theological institution shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be

held
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held upon trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia, and under
the direction and control of the New South Wales Conference thereof,
but otherwise subject to the trusts which prior to the passing of this
Act had been declared and existed concerning the same.

10. All lands herctofore granted or dedicated by the Crown upon Trusts upon which
trust for the erection thereon respectively of churches, chapels, school AN
houses or ministers’ residences, or for other purposes for or in connection Churches are to be
with the uniting churches, or any of them, and which are now held beld-
upon the said trusts, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be
deemed to have been granted, and shall be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia, upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities,
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions of
the model deed, and upon and subject to no other trusts or provisions
whatsoever.

11. (1) All lands heretofore granted, reserved, dedicated, or now Trusts upon which
held upon trust,as cemeteries or burial grounds for the burial of the dead |,
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or :
the United Methodist Free Churches shall, from and after the passing
of this Act, be deemed to have been granted, reserved or dedicated, and
shall be held in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for the
burial therein of the dead of such last-mentioned church, subject,
nevertheless, in all other respects to the trusts, and with the powers
declared and existing concerning the same.

(2) The Governor may, in respect of any such lands as to
which he has now no power of appointment of “trustees, and not-
withstanding and in place of any other power of appointment of
trustees of such lands, upon the request in writing of the President
of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette, appoint
trustees of such lands.

(3) The Governor may make rules and regulations for the
management and control of any such lands, and may impose a penalty
not exceeding fwenty pounds for the breach of any such rule or
regulation.

(4) Such rules and regulations shall upon notification in
the Gazette have the force of law.

(5) All penalties imposed by any such rule or regulation
may be recovered in the same manner as if they had been imposed by
this Act.

12. Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument ANY Devises, bequests, &o.
property real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed,
given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall
be declared or directed to be held upon trust, to or for the benefit of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church or the Primitive Methodist Church or the
United Methodist Free Churches, or intended so to be, or to or for the

benefit
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benefit of any church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary in connection with any of the said churches, or intended so
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to any such
church, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, or receivable by or
payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or other
instrument any power, authority, discretion, or power to consent, is
given to or becomes exercisable by or is required from the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or the United
Methodist Free Churches, or any of them, or of any Conference,
Assembly, district committee, district meeting, or district synod of
any of the said churches, or of the president, chairman, secretary,
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minister thereof in
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other instrument, and
every devise, bequest, legacy, testamentary disposition, gift, grant,
conveyance, transfer, assignment, appointment, declaration of trust,
power, authority, discretion, and consent therein contained or referred
to, or intended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate
and take effect as if the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the uniting church named
or referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the New South Wales
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been named
and referred to therein in place of the Conference or Assembly of
the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be, and
as if the district meeting or district synod or corresponding church,
court, or committee of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the district committee,
district meeting, or district synod named or referred to, or intended
so to be, and as if the president or secretary of the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia bad been
named and referred to in place of the president or secretary named or
referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the chairman, minister,
officer, church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary
of the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be,
had been named and referred to as ‘a chairman, minister, officer,
church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
the Methodist Church of Australasia, and the signature of the
president for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the Methodist Church of Australasia signifying the exercise of such
power, authority, or discretion, or the giving of such consent shall be
evidence of the exercise of such power, authority, or discretion, and of
the giving of such consent respectively, and the receipt of the said
president, or of any person or persons duly appointed by him from
time to time in that behalf, for any such bequest or gift shall be a
sufficient discharge to the person or persons liable to pay, deliver, or
transfer any money or personal property under such will, deed or
other instrument, and all property, real or personal, so devised,
bequeathed,
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bequeathed, given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or
declared or directed to be held upon trust shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act, and to the trusts of such will, deed or other
instrument, and subject to any directions to the contrary therein
contained so far as the same are capable of taking effect, be under the
direction and control of the New South VVales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia.

13. All personal property which at the time of the passing of Personal property,

this Act is held in trust for the uniting churches, or any of them, or
for any fund, institution, society, or auxﬂmrv thereof, shall from and
after the passing of this Act be held upon trust for the Methodist
Church of Australasia or for the corresponding fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary thereof, as the case may be :

Provided that if by reason of the union of the uniting churches
the particular trust upon which any personal property is held fails,
such personal property shall be held upon such trusts and for such
purposes as shall from time to time be declared or directed by the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.

how to be held.

14. (1) All personal property situate in New South Wales to Certain. property

which the uniting churches, or any of them, or any fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary of the uniting churches, or any of them, is entitled,
and all personal property to which the Methodist Church of Australasia,

president of the
New South Wales
Conference of the
Methodist Church of

the New South Wales Conference of such church, or any fund, Australasia.

institution, society, or auxiliary of such church, is or may hereafter
from time to time become entifled, other than pe1sona1 property which
is or may hereafter be vested in trustees upon trust for any’ such
church, conference, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, is hereby
vested or shall vest, as the case may be, in the president for the time
being of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church
of Australasia and his successors in office, and shall be held by him or
by his said successors in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia,
upon such trusts and for such purposes as shall from time to time be
declared or directed by the New South Wales Conference of the said
church.

(2) (a) Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument,
or by any gift or other disposition of property made before but not
taking effect until after the passing of this Act, or by any will, deed,
or othe1 instrument, or by any gift or other dlsposmon of propelty
made after the passing of this Act any real or personal property has
been or is devised, bequeathed, or given to or for the benefit of the
uniting churches, or any of them, generally, or to or for the benefit of
the Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales generally,
or to or for the benefit of any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
any such church or churches generally (other than real or personal
property devised, bequeathed, or given to trustees upon trust for any

such
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such church or churches, or for any such fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary), such real and personal property shall vest in the president
for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia and his sueccessors in office.

(b) The said president and his said successors shall
hold such real and personal property upon the trusts, if any, declared
in respect thereof, and, if no such trusts have been declared, shall hold
and deal with such real and personal property and the proceeds thereof
in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for such purposes and
in such manner as the New South Wales Conference of the said church
from time to time directs, and shall, if so directed by the said Conference,
convey, transfer, or deliver any such real or personal property to such
persons, and upon such trusts, as the said Conference directs; and the
said president and his said successors, and any persons to whom any
such real or personal property is so conveyed, transferred, or delivered,
may, subject to and in conformity with any such direction, sell, lease,
mortgage, or otherwise deal with any such real or personal property.

15. Notwithstanding anything contained herein or in the
Principal Act or in the model deed or the deed poll referred to therein,
but subject to the constitutional basis and plan of union, the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may
from time to time,—

(1) Appoint any minister, being a member of such conference, or
any preacher on trial, to the same cireuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises, year by year successively
for a period not exceeding in the whole five years or for such
longer or shorter period as may from time to time be
authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia: Provided that any such yearly
appointment for more than three successive years shall be
made only in accordance with such conditions as such General
Conference has determined or may hereafter from time to
time determine.

(2) With the approval of such General Conference, make such
rules and regulations for the appointment of its ministers and
preachers on trial and the election of its officers as it thinks
fit, and from time to time repeal, alter, or vary such rules and
regulations.

(3) With the approval of such General Conference, but subject
to the restriction as to doctrines contained in the constitutional
basis, make any other alterations or modifications of the
provisions of the model deed or any Schedule thereto :

Provided that whenever the model deed is altered or modified
by the said New South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such
alterations or modifications, and certified by and under the hand of the

president
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president for the time being of such Conference, shall forthwith, after
such alteration or modification, be deposited in the office of the
Registrar-General of New South Wales.

16. Nothing in this Act shall limit, restrict, take away, or alter Rights of trustees to
any rights or powers which any trustee of real or personal property by indemnity preserved.
this Act directed to be held in trust for the Methodist Church of
Australasia or any fund, institution, society or auxiliary thereof had or
possessed prior to the passing of this Act, to sell, or mortgage, or be
indemnified out of such property in order to liquidate any debts or
obligations properly incurred by or resting upon him in respeet of such
property.

17. (1) The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Power to conrent
Church of Australasia and the president for the time being thereof shall °* "PP7
have and possess and are hereby invested with the like powers to
consent and to approve of all matters and things which, at the time of
the passing.of this Act, were had or possessed by the New South
Wales Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church
and the president thereof respectively.

(2) Whenever any act, matter, or thing is required to be done,
testified to, or certified by the president of the Conference or Assembly
of any of the uniting churches, such act, matter, or thing may be done,
testified to, or certified by the president for the time being of the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.

18. (1) Every entry and insertion in the Wesleyan Methodist Vesting of trust
Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales referred to in section 2;;%‘5;2 e oo
six of the Principal Act, made before the passing of this Act in respect additional trustees.
of persons nominated and appointed under the model deed to be
trustees for the purpose of increasing the number of trustees, shall be
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever, as if such entry and
insertion had been expressly authorised by the said section, and not-
withstanding that such persons were not so nominated and appointed
by reason of any vacancy in any trust, and the provisions of section
eight of the said Act shall have and be deemed to have had the same
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new
trustees in the place of some other trustee or trustees.

(2) (a) After the passing of this Act the entries and
insertions prescribed by section six of the Principal Act in respect of
the trustees in the said section referred to shall be made not only in
respect of such trustees but also in respect of all persons nominated
and appointed under the model deed to be trustees for the purpose of
increasing the number of trustees, provided that in place of an insertion
as to how the vacancy in the trust occurred the words ““additional
trustee ”” shall be inserted ;

(b) the provisions of section eight of the said Act shall
have the same effect as if such persons so nominated and appointed for
the purpose of increasing the number of trustees had been nominated
and appointed to be new trustees in the place of some other trustee or
trustees. 19,
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Judicial notice of 19. Judicial notice shall be taken of the signatures of the

f)‘rg’;::;‘e‘”t;‘:}f,_?m‘de“‘ president and secretary for the time being of the General Conference
of the Methodist Church of Australasia and of the president and
secretary for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the said church.

President of 20. The president for the time being of the New South Wales

oom South Wales  Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may sue and be

representative party Sued in all actions and proceedings whether at law or in equity as

in legal proceedings. nominal plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, for the purpose of—

(a) ascertaining or determining the trusts upon which any real or
personal property hereinbefore mentioned or referred to are
or shall be held ;

(b) ascertaining or determining whether any real or personal
property is subject to any ftrust in favour of any church,
denomination, religious community, fund, institution, society,
or auxiliary referred to in this Act.

In the name and on the behalf of His Majesty I assent to this Act.

ITARRY H. RAWSON,
State Government House, Governor.
Sydney, 28th October, 1902.
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This PRIVATE BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, and, having this day
passed, is now ready for presentation o the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY for its concurrence.

- Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN J. CALVERT',
Clerk of the Parliaments.

Sydney, 30th July, 1902.

ANNO SECUNDO

EDWARDI VII REGIS.
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An Act to confirm the Union in New South Wales of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the
Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales, and the
United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales
under the name of the Methodist Church of Australasia ; to
deal with the real and personal property in New South
Wales of the said uniting churches; to give certain powers
to the New South Wales Conference of the said the
Methodist Church of Australasia; to amend the Wesleyan
Methodist Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the Primitive
Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the
Primitive Methodist Church Property Act, 1897 ; and for
other purposes connected with or incidental to the above
objects,

HEREAS the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Preamble.

Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of

South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-

four, empowered and authorised each Annual Conference of the said
o ¢ 4—A Church
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Chureh to carry into effect within its own bounds union with any
or all of the other Methodist Churches within its bounds, on the
constitutional basis defined by the said General Conference, and set
forth in the printed minutes of such General Conference of the year

5 one thousand ecight hundred and ninety-four, but subject to a
provision that until Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the name of the uniting churches should, when united, be
“The Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” and that thereafter
the united church should be denominated “The Methodist Church of
10 Australasia”: And whereas with the consent of the New South Wales
Conference (being an Annual Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, embracing within its jurisdiction the State of New
South Wales, and which said Annual Conference is duly constituted
by, and forms an integral part of, the said General Conference) an
15 agreement was duly made between the following churches, denomi-
nations, or religious communities in New South Wales, that is to say,
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales (being that part

of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church which is in New
South Wales), the Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales,
20 and the United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales,
hereinafter called the ¢ uniting churches,” to enter into an organic
union as one church under the name of the “ Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church” as and from the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, on the said constitutional basis, and
251in terms of a plan of union agreed to by the respective Annual
Conferences or Assemblies constituting the governing bodies of the
uniting churches, which said plan of union is fully set forth in the
printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of the Australasian
Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, in the State of New
30 South Wales, in the year one thousand nine hundred and one, it being
agreed that when Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the united church should be denominated ““The Methodist
Church of Australasia”: And whereas Methodist Union became
general throughout Awustralasia on the first day of January, one
35 thousand nine hundred and two: And whereas pursuant to such
agreement the uniting churches did, on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, enter into an organic union as one
church under the name of “The Methodist Church of Australasia™
on the said constitutional basis, and in terms of the said plan of union :

40 And whereas the church named in the said constitutional basis is
throughout such basis called ¢ The Australasian Methodist Church,”
and the missionary society named therein is called ““The Australasian
Methodist Missionary Society” : And whereas the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, held at
45 Sydney in the months of February and March, one thousand nine
hundred
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hundred and two, and which Conference included ministerial
and lay representatives of all the uniting churches, made and
passed certain appointments, resolutions, and orders: And whereas
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist
5 Church empowered each Annual Conference of the said church to
obtain such legal enactments as might be nceessary to give effect
to such union, and also to frame for itself regulations dealing with
the term during which a minister may be appointed to the same
circuit, church, or chapel subject to certain conditions fixed by such
10 General Conference, and with other matters : And whereas grants have
from time to time been made by the Crown to trustees of certain lands
in the State of New South Wales for the erection thereon respectively of
churches, chapels, schoolhouses, minister’s residences ow for other pur-
poses for or in connection with the uniting churches severally, or some
15 of them: And whereas by reason of the said union of the uniting
churches, and for other reasons, some of such lands are unsuitable for
the purposes for which they were respectively granted, and in respect
of other of such lands it is or may be undesirable to carry out the
specific trusts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient that
20 such lands should be held upon the trusts and with the powers,
authorities, and diseretions and subject to the provisions of the model
deed referred to in section three hereof : And whereas it is necessary
and desirable to obtain legislative.authority to confirm the union of the
said uniting churches and to declare the trusts upon which all real and
25 personal property in New South Wales now or hereafter held in trust for
or in anywise belonging to the said uniting churches, namely, the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive Methodist
Church in New South Wales, and the United Methodist Free Churches
in New South Wales, or any of them, shall henceforth be held,
30and also to give to the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia power to make appointments of
ministers or preachers on trial to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises year by year successively for five years
or for such greater or lesser number of years as may from time to
35 time be authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia, and to amend the provisions of the said model
deed, and other powers: And whereas it is also necessary to amend
the Wesleyan Methodist .Chureh Property Trust Aect, 1889, the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
40 Methodist Church Property Act, 1897, and to provide for other
matters appertaining to the said uniting churches or one or more of
them : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled,
45 and by the authority of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the “ Methodist Union Act, 1902.” short title.

2.
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2. Except so far as is inconsistent herewith this Aect shall be Incorporation.
incorporated and read with the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889, and the said last-mentioned Act, and this Act may be
cited as the Methodist Church Property Acts, 1889-1902.

b 8. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise Interpretation.
indicates or requires,—

“ Constitutional basis” means the constitutional basis defined by

the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan

Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of

10 South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and

ninety four, as set forth in the printed minutes of such
Conference.

““Model deed ” means the Wesleyan Methodist Model Deed of
New South Wales, 1888,” referred to in the Principal Act,
15 and any duly authorised alteration or modification thereof.

“Plan of union” means the plan of union agreed to by the
respective. Annual Conferences or Assemblies constituting
the governing bodies of the uniting churches as set forth in
the printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of

20 the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney,
in the State of New South Wales, in the year one thousand

nine hundred and one.

*a

“ Primitive Methodists ” means the members of the religious
community commonly known by that name, and includes
25 the people in New South Wales connected in religious
fellowship and church government, and called by that name,
and, at the time of the passing of this Act, forming part of
the connection established in Great Britain, and known as

the Primitive Methodist Connection.

30 “ Primitive Methodist Church,” means the church, connection,
society, religious denomination, or community of the Primitive
Methodists in New South Wales.

“Principal Act” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property

Trust Act, 1889. . ;
35 “ Uniting Churches ” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the

Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist

Free Churches, ,'

““ United Free Methodists ” means the members of the community
commonly known by that name, and includes the people in
40 New South Wales connected in religious fellowship, and
called by that name, and, at the time of the passing of this
Act, forming part of the connection or religious community
established in Great Britain under the name of the United

Methodist
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Methodist Free Churches, upon the union or amalgamation
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association with the Wesleyan
Methodist Reformers.
“United Methodist Free Churches” means the churches
societies, connection, religious denomination or confmunity
of the United Free Methodists in New South Wales.
“Wesleyan Methodist Church ” means the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales.
4. The Union of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Confirmation of
10 Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Free Churches, U™o™
on the constitutional basis and plan of union, on the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and two, is hereby confirmed.
5. (1) The church formed by such union shall be denominated Name of church, &.
“The Methodist Church of Australasia.”
15 (2) The constitutional basis shall be read and construed as if
the words “ The Methodist Church of Australasia ” were inserted in
place of the words ““The Australasian Methodist Church ”’ wherever
such words occur; and as if the words “The Methodist Missionary
Society of Australasia ” were inserted in place of the words ¢ The
20 Australasian Methodist Missionary Society ” wherever such words
oceur.

Ct

(8) The Methodist Church of Australasia shall for all
purposes be deemed to be the Wesleyan Methodist Church within the
meaning of the Principal Act, and the Annual Conference of the
25 Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales shall be deemed
to be the New South Wales and Queensland Conference within the
meaning of the said Act.
(4) The model deed shall, after the passing of this Aect, be
known, referred to, and cited as “ The Methodist Model Deed of New
30 South Wales.”
(5) The Wesleyan Methodist Church Register of Trustees
for New South Wales, referred to in section six of the Principal Act,
shall, after the passing of this Act, be called and inseribed as The
Methodist Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales.”
35 6. The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church Confirmation of
of Australasia, held in Sydney in the months of February and March, ;;;fﬂiflﬂfﬁ,ts %
one thousand nine hundred and two, and all elections, appointments,
resolutions, and orders, held, made, and passed by such conference, are
hereby confirmed and declared to be valid for all purposes.

40 7. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trusts upon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together z.‘;lflg{l‘“l‘;lﬁ{j?;’edgt
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, ve held.
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of the
model deed or of any deed therein referred to, or are otherwise held

45 on behalf of or in trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church shall

from
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from and after the passing of this Act be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions
of the model deed, but subject and without prejudice to any
5 reservation, mortgage,” charge, encumbrance, lien, or lease affecting
the same respectively, and subject and without prejudice to any
resulting trust or any trust of any such lands, tenements, and
hereditaments, in favour of the donor or any person or corporation
other than the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and upon and subject to
10 no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

8. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trustsupon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together g‘l‘({(tlﬁo‘zlfis‘b”}}ﬁ;mm
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, axe to be hetd.
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of, and

15 with the powers conferred by, and subject to the provisions of the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act of 1897, or upon any other trusts for
the church or people or religious community or denomination called or
known as the ¢ Primitive Methodist Church,” or the * Primitive

20 Methodists ”” or the « Primitive Methodist Connection,” or upon trust
for any Primitive Methodist Society, and also all lands, tenements,
and hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of

25 this Act, are held upon trust for the church or people or religious
community or denomination called or known as the * United I'ree
Methodists > or the “ United Methodist Free Churches,” or upon trust
for any United Methodist Free Church Society, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, beheld for the Methodist Chureh of Australasia

30 upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities and discretions, and
subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the model deed, but
subject and without prejudice to any reservation, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, lien or lease affecting the same respectively, and subject
and without prejudice to any resulting trust or any trust of any such

35 lands, tenements, and hereditaments in favour of the donor or any
person or corporation other than the Primitive Methodist Church or
United Methodist Free Churches, or either of them, and upon and
subject to no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

9. All personal property, and all lands, tenements, and Trusts upon whieh

49 hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate (o585 nos €
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of this
Act, are held upon trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church for
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for the purposes of a
45 theological institution shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be

: held
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held upon trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia, and under
the direction and control of the New South Wales Conference thereof,
but otherwise subject to the trusts which prior to the passing of this
Act had been declared and existed concerning the same.

5 10. All lands heretofore granted or dedicated by the Crown upon Trusts upon whick
trust for the erection thereon respectively of churches, chapels, school ‘;ﬁl"t‘:d"ttg‘glel%&di: o
houses or ministers’ residences, or for other purposes for or in connection Churches are to be
with the uniting churches, or any of them, and which are now held "!*
upon the said trusts, shall, from and after the passing of this Aect, be

10 deemed to have been granted, and shall be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia, upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities,
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions of
the model deed, and upon and subject to no other trusts or provisions
whatsoever.

15 11. (1) All lands heretofore oranted, reserved, dedicated, or nOW Trusts upon which
held upon trust,as cemeteries or burial grounds for the burial of the dead i
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or ;
the United Methodist Free Churches shall, from and after the passing
of this Act, be deemed to have been granted, reserved or dedicated, and

20 shall be held in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for the
burial therein of the dead of such last-mentioned church, subject,
nevertheless, in all other respects to the trusts, and with the powers
declared and existing concerning the same.

(2) The Governor may, in respect of any such lands as to

25 which he has now no power of appointment of trustees, and not-
withstanding and in place of any other power of appointment of
trustees of such lands, upon the request in writing of the President
of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette, appoint

30 trustees of such lands.

(3) The Governor may make rules and regulations for the
management and control of any such lands, and may impose a penalty
not exceeding fwenty pounds for the breach of any such rule or
regulation.

35 (4) Such rules and regulations shall upon notification in
the Gazette have the force of law.

(5) All penalties imposed by any such rule or regulation
may be recovered in the same manner as if they had been imposed by
this Act.

40 12. Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument any pevises, bequests, &e-
property real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed,
given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall
be declared or directed to be held upon trust, to or for the benefit of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church or the Primitive Methodist Church or the

45 United Methodist Free Churches, or intended so to be, or to or for the

benefit
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benefit of any church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary in connection with any of the said churches, or intended so
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to any such
church, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, or receivable by or
5 payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or other
instrument any power, authority, discretion, or power to consent, is
given to or becomes exercisable by or is required from the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or the United
Methodist Free Churches, or any of them, or of any .Conference,
10 Assembly, district committee, district meeting, or district synod of
any of the said churches, or of the president, chairman, secretary,
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minister thereof in
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other instrument, and
every devise, bequest, legacy, testamentary disposition, gift, grant,
15 conveyance, transfer, assignment, appointment, declaration of trust,
power, authority, diseretion, and consent therein contained or referred
to, or intended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate
and take effect as if the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the uniting church named
20 or referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the New South Wales
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had heen named
and referred to therein in place of the Conference or Assembly of
the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be, and
as if the district meeting or district synod or corresponding church,
25 court, or committee of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the district committee,
district meeting, or district synod named or referred to, or intended
so to be, and as if the president or secretary of the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
30 named and referred to in place of the president or secretary named or
referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the chairman, minister,
officer, church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary
of the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be,
had been named and referred to as a chairman, minister, officer,
35 church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
the Methodist Church of Australasia, and the signature of the
president for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the Methodist Church of Australasia signifying the exercise of such
power, authority, or discretion, or the giving of such consent shall be
40 evidence of the exercise of such power, authority, or discretion, and of
the giving of such consent respectively, and the receipt of the said
president, or of any person or persons duly appointed by him from
time to time in that behalf, for any such bequest or gift shall be a
sufficient discharge to the person or persons liable to pay, deliver, or
45 transfer any money or personal property under such will, deed or
other instrument, and all property, real or personal, so devised,

bequeathed,
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bequeathed, given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or
declared or directed to be held upon trust shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act, and to the trusts of such will, deed or other
mstrument, and subject to any directions to the contrary therein
b contained so far as the same are capable of taking effect, be under the
direction and control of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia.
13. All personal property which at the time of the passing of Personal property,
this Act is held in trust for the uniting churches, or any of them, or it
10 for any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary thereof, shall from and
after the passing of this Act be held upon trust for the Methodist
Church of Australasia or for the corresponding fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary thereof, as the case may be :
Provided that if by reason of the union of the uniting churches
15 the particular trust upon which any personal property is held fails,
such personal property shall be held upon such trusts and for such
purposes as shall from time to time be declared or directed by the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.

14. (1) All personal property situate in New South Wales to Certain property
20 which the uniting churches, or any of them, or any fund, institution, o g
society, or auxiliary of the uniting churches, or any of them, is entitled, New South Wales
and all personal property to which the Methodist Church of Australasia, l?f’eﬁf;ggie&i&hci L4
the New South Wales Conference of such church, or any fund, Australasia.
institution, society, or auxiliary of such church, is or may hereafter
25 from time to time become entitled, other than personal property which
iIs or may hereafter be vested in trustees upon trust for any such
church, conference, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, is hereby
vested or shall vest, as the case may be, in the president for the time
being of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church
30 of Australasia and his successors in office, and shall be held by him or
by his said successors in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia,
upon such trusts and for such purposes as shall from time to time be
declared or directed by the New South Wales Conference of the said
church.
35 (2) (a) Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument,
or by any gift or other disposition of property made before but not
taking effect until after the passing of this Act, or by any will, deed,
or other instrument, or by any gift or other disposition of property
made after the passing of this Act, any real or personal property has
40 been or is devised, bequeathed, or given to or for the benefit of the
uniting churches, or any of them, generally, or to or for the benefit of
the Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales generally,
or to or for the benefit of any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
any such church or churches generally (other than real or personal
45 property devised, bequeathed, or given to trustees upon trust for any
c4—B such
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such church or churches, or for any such fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary), such real and personal property shall vest in the president
for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia and his successors in office.

5 (b) The said president and his said successors shall
hold such real and personal property upon the trusts, if any, declared
in respect thereof, and, if no such trusts have been declared, shall hold
and deal with such real and personal property and the proceeds thereof
in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for such purposes and
10 in such manner as the New South Wales Conference of the said church
from time to time directs, and shall, if so directed by the said Conference,
convey, transfer, or deliver any such real or personal property to such
persons, and upon such trusts, as the said Conference directs; and the
said president and his said successors, and any persons to whom any
15 such real or personal property is so conveyed, transferred, or delivered,
may, subject to and in conformity with any such direction, sell, lease,
mortgage, or otherwise deal with any such real or personal property.
15. Notwithstanding anything contained herein or in the Powersof the
Principal Act or in the model deed or the deed poll referred to therein, 3;:3322?;“ e
920 hut subject to the constitutional basis and plan of union, the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may
from time to time,—

(1) Appoint any minister, being a member of such conference, or (1) To appoint
any preacher on trial, to the same circuit, church or churches, apiors. ¢
chapel or chapels, or premises, year by year successively
for a period notexceeding in the whole five years or for such
longer or shorter period as may from time to time be
authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia: Provided that any such yearly

30 appointment for more than three successive years shall be
made only in accordance with such conditions as such General
Conference has determined or may hereafter from time to
time determine.
(2) With the approval of such General Conference, make such (2) To make rules
35 rules and regulations for the appointment of its ministers and *» Teguiions
preachers on trial and the election of its officers as it thinks
fit, and from time to time repeal, alter, or vary such rules and
regulations.
(3) With the approval of such General Conference, but subject (3) To alterthe
40 to the restriction as to doctrines contained in the constitutional ™04 4
basis, make any other alterations or modifications of the
provisions of the model deed or any Schedule thereto :
Provided that whenever the model deed is altered or modified
by the said New South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such
45 alterations or modifications, and certified by and under the hand of the
president

[\
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president for the time being of such Conference, shall forthwith, after
cuch alteration or modification, be deposited in the office of the
Registrar-General of New South Wales.

16. Nothing in this Act shall limit, restrict, take away, or alter Rights of trustees tor

5 any rights or powers which any trustee of real or personal property by
this Act directed to be held in trust for the Methodist Church of
Australasia or any fund, institution, society or auxiliary thereof had or
possessed prior to the passing of this Act, to sell, or mortgage, or be
indemnified out of such property in order to liquidate any debts or

10 obligations properly incurred by or resting upon him in respect of such
property.
17. (1) The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia and the president for the time being thereof shall
have and possess and are hereby invested with the like powers to
15 consent and to approve of all matters and things which, at the time of
the passing of this Act, were had or possessed by the New South
Wales Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church
and the president thereof respectively.
(2) Whenever any act, matter,or thing is required to be done,
90 testified to, or certified by the president of the Conference or Assembly
of any of the uniting churches, such act, matter, or thing may be done,
testified to, or certified by the president for the time being of the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Chureh of Australasia.

18. (1) Every entry and insertion in the Wesleyan Methodist
95 Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales referred to in section
six of the Principal Act, made before the passing of this Act in respect
of persons nominated and appointed under the model deed to be
trustees for the purpose of increasing the number of trustees, shall be
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever, as if such entry and
30 insertion had been expressly authorised by the said section, and not-
withstanding that such persons were not so nominated and appointed
by reason of any vacancy in any trust, and the provisions of section
eight of the said Act shall have and be deemed to have had the same
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new

35 trustees in the place of some other trustee or trustees.

(2) (a) After the passing of this Act the entries and
insertions prescribed by section six of the Principal Act in respect of
the trustees in the said section referred to shall be made not only in
respect of such trustees but also in respect of all persons nominated

40 and appointed under the model deed to be trustees for the purpose of
increasing the number of trustees, provided that in place of an in sertion
as to how the vacancy in the trust occurred the words “ additional
trustee >’ shall be inserted ;

(b) the provisions of section eight of the said Act shall

45 have the same effect as if such persons so nominated and appointed for
the purpose of increasing the number of trustees had been nominated
and appointed to be new trustees in the place of some other trustee or
trustees. 19.

i1

indemnity preserved.

Power to consent:
or approve.

Vesting of trust
property in persons
appointed to be
additional trustees.
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19. Judicial notice shall be taken of the signatures of the Judicial notica of .

president and secretary for the time being of the General Conference jgitieotpreident !
of the Methodist Church of Australasia and of the president and

secretary for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of ’

5 the said church. i
20. The president for the time being of the New South Wales President o b
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may sue and be §ovSouth Wales
sued in all actions and proceedings whether at law or in equity as representative purty
nominal plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, for the purpose of— i legal proceedings.
10 (a) ascertaining or determining the trusts upon which any real or
personal property hereinbefore mentioned or referred to are
or shall be held ;
(b) ascertaining or determining whether any real or personal
property is subject to any trust in favour of any church,
15 denomination, religious community, fund, institution, society,
or auxiliary referred to in this Act.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1902

[94.]
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1902.

A BILL

To confirm the Union in New South Wales of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive
Methodist Church in New South Wales, and the United
Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales under the
name of the Methodist Church of Australasia; to deal
with the real and personal property in New South Wales
of the said uniting churches ; to give certain powers to the
New South Wales Conference of the said the Methodist
Church of Australasia; to amend the Wesleyan Methodist
Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the Primitive Methodist
Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act, 1897 ; and for other
purposes connected with or incidental to the above
objects.

(As agreed to in Select Committee.)

V THEREAS the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan preamble.
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of

South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-

four, empowered and authorised each Annual Conference of the said

by c 4—A Clhurch
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Church to carry into effect within its own hounds union with any
or all of the other Methodist Churches within its bounds, on the
constitutional basis defined by the said General Conference, and set
forth in the printed minutes of such General Conference of the year
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, but subject to a
provision that until Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the name of the uniting churches should, when united, be
“The Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” and that thereafter
the united church should be denominated “The Methodist Church of
Australasia”:  And whereas with the consent of the New South Wales 10
Conference (being an Annual Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, embracing within its jurisdiction the State of New
South Wales, and which said Annual Conference is duly constituted
by, and forms an integral part of, the said General Conference) an
agreement was duly made between the following churches, denomi- 15
nations, or religious communities in New South Wales, that is to say,
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales (being that part
of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church which is in New
South Wales), the Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales,
and the United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales, 20
hereinafter called the “ uniting churches,” to enter into an organic
union as one church under the name of the ¢ Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church” as and from the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, on the said constitutional basis, and
in terms of a plan of union agreed to by the respective Annual 25
Conferences or Assemblies constituting the governing bodies of the
uniting churches, which said plan of union is fully set forth in the
printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of the Australasian
Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, in the State of New
South Wales, in the year one thousand nine hundred and one, it being 30
agreed that when Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the united church should be denominated ¢ The Methodist
Church of Australasia”: And whereas Methodist Union became
general throughout Australasia on the first day of January, one
thiousand nine hundred and two: And whereas pursuant to such
agreement the uniting churches did, on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, enter into an organic union as one
church under the name of “The Methodist Church of Australasia”
on the said constitutional basis, and in terms of the said plan of union :
And whercas the church named in the said constitutional basis is 40
throughout such basis called “The Australasian Methodist Church,”
and the missionary society named therein is called ““The Australasian
Methodist Missionary Society”: And whereas the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, held at
Sydney in the months of February and March, one thousand nine 45
hundred
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hundred and two, and which Conference included ministerial
and lay representatives of all the uniting churches, made and
passed certain appointments, resolutions, and orders : And whereas
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist
5 Church empowered each Annual Conference of the said church to
obtain such legal enactments as might be necessary to give effect
to such union, and also to frame for itself regulations dealing with
the term during which a minister may be appointed to the same
cireuit, church, or chapel subject to certain conditions fixed by such
10 General Conference, and with other matters : And whereas grants have
from time to time been made by the Crown to trustees of certain lands
in the State of New South Wales for the erection thercon respectively of
churches, chapels, schoolhouses, minister’s residences or for other pur-
poses for or in connection with the uniting churches severally, or some
15 of them: And whereas by reason of the said union of the uniting
churches, and for other reasons, some of such lands are unsuitable for
the purposes for which they were respectively granted, and in respect
of other of such lands it is or may be undesirable to carry out the
specific trusts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient that
90 such lands should be held upon the trusts and with the powers,
authorities, and diseretions and subject to the provisions of the model
deed referred to in section three hereof : And whereas it is necessary
and desirable to obtain legislative authority to confirm the union of the
said uniting churches and to declare the trusts upon which all real and
95 personal property in New South Wales now or hereafter held in trust for
or in anywise belonging to the said uniting churches, namely, the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive Methodist
Church in New South Wales, and the United Methodist Free Churches
in New South Wales, or any of them, shall henceforth be held,
30and also to give to the New South Wales Conference” of the
Methodist Church of Australasia power to make appointments of
ministers or preachers on trial to the same circuit, chureh or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises year by year successively for five years
or for such greater or lesser number of years as may from time to
35 time be authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia, and to amend the provisions of the said model
deed, and other powers: And whereas it is also necessary to amend
the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property Trust Aect, 1889, the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
40 Methodist Church Property Act, 1897, and to provide for other
matters appertaining to the said uniting churches or one or more of
them : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and comsent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled,
45 and by the authority of the same, as follows : —

1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Methodist Union Act, 1902.” ghort title.

2.
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Incorporation. 2. Except so far as is inconsistent herewith this Aect shall be
incorporated and read with the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889, and the said last-mentioned Act, and this Act may be ?
cited as the Methodist Church Property Acts, 1889-1902.
Interpretation. 8. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise 5

indicates or requires,—

“ Constitutional basis” means the constitutional basis defined by
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 10
ninety four, as set forth in the printed minutes of such
Conference.

““Model deed ” means the “ Wesleyan Methodist Model Deed of
New South Wales, 1888,” referred to in the Principal Act,
and any duly authorised alteration or modification thereof. 15

“Plan of union” means the plan of union agreed to by the
respective Annual Conferences or Assemblies constituting
the governing bodies of the uniting churches as set forth in
the printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of
the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, 20
in the State of New South Wales, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and one.

“ Primitive Methodists ” means the members of the religious
community commonly known by that name, and includes
the people in New South Wales connected in religious 25
fellowship and church government, and called by that name,
and, at the time of the passing of this Act, forming part of
the connection established in Great Britain, and known as
the Primitive Methodist Connection.

“ Primitive Methodist Church,” means the church, connection, 3¢
society, religious denomination, or community of the Primitive
Methodists in New South Wales.

“Principal Act” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889.

¢ Uniting Churches ” means the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh, the 35
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist
Free Churches, t

“ United Free Methodists”” means the members of the community
commonly known by that name, and includes the people in
New South Wales connected in religious fellowship, and 40 ¢
called by that name, and, at the time of the passing of this
Act, forming part of the connection or religious community
established in Great Britain under the name of the United

Methodist
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Methodist Free Churches, upon the union or amalgamation :
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association with the Wesleyan
L Methodist Reformers.
“United Methodist Free Churches” means the churches
societies, connection, religious denomination or community
of the United Free Methodists in New South Wales.
“Wesleyan Methodist Church ” means the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales.
4. The Union of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Confirmation of
10 Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Free Churches, V™™
on the constitutional basis and plan of union, on the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and two, is hereby confirmed.
5. (1) The church formed by such union shall be denominated Name of church, &e.
“The Methodist Church of Australasia.”
15 (2) The constitutional basis shall be read and construed as if
the words ¢ The Methodist Church of Australasia” were inserted in
place of the words ““The Australasian Methedist Church ” wherever
such words occur; and as if the words ““ The Methodist Missionary
Society of Australasia” were inserted in place of the words ¢ The
20 Australasian Methodist Missionary Society ” wherever such words
oceur.

cCr

(3) The Methodist Church of Australasia shall for all
purposes be deemed to be the Wesleyan Methodist Church within the
meaning of the Principal Act, and the Annual Conference of the

25 Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales shall be deemed
to be the New South Wales and Queensland Conference within the
meaning of the said Act.

(4) The model deed shall, after the passing of this Act, be
known, referred to, and cited as ¢ The Methodist Model Deed of New

30 South Wales.”

(5) The Wesleyan Methodist Church Register of Trustees
for New South Wales, referred to in section six of the Principal Act,
shall, after the passing of this Act, be called and inscribed as ¢ The
Methodist Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales.”

35 6. The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Chureh confirmation of
of Australasia, held in Sydney in the months of February and March, Conference, =
one thousand nine hundred and two, and all elections, appointments, . ;
resolutions, and orders, held, made, and passed by such conference, are

4 hereby confirmed and declared to be valid for all purposes.
40 7. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trusts upon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together Z‘hifjgg;“gj‘gft?gd;;t
. with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, be keld.

at the time of the passing of this Aect, are held upon the trusts of the
model deed or of any deed therein referred to, or are otherwise held
45 on behalf of or in trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church shall
from
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from and after the passing of this Act be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions
of the model deed, but subject and without prejudice to any
reservation, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, lien, or lease affecting
the same respectively, and subject and without prejudice to any
resulting trust or any trust of any such lands, tenements, and
hereditaments, in favour of the donor or any person or corporation
other than the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and upon and subject to
no other trusts or provisions whatsoever. 10

8. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which,
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of, and
with the powers conferred by, and subject to the provisions of the 15
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act of 1897, or upon any other trusts for
the church or people or religious community or denomination called or
known as the ¢ Primitive Methodist Church,” or the ¢ Primitive
Methodists ” or the  Primitive Methodist Connection,” or upon trust 20
for any Primitive Methodist Society, and also all lands, tenements,
and hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of
this Act, are held upon trust for the church or people or religious 25
community or denomination called or known as the “ United Free
Methodists”” or the “United Methodist Free Churches,” orupon trust
for any United Methodist Free Church Society, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, be held for the Methodist Church of Australasia
upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities and discretions, and 30
subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the model deed, but
subject and without prejudice to any reservation, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, lien or lease affecting the same respectively, and subject
and without prejudice to any resulting trust or any trust of any such
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in favour of the donor or any 35
person or corporation other than the Primitive Methodist Church or
United Methodist Free Churches, or either of them, and upon and
subject to no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

9. All personal property, and all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate 40
in New South Wales, together -with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of this
Act, arve held upon trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church for
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for the purposes of a

theological institution shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be 45
held

(&) 4
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held upon trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia, and under
the direction and control of the New South Wales Conference thereof,
but otherwise subject to the trusts which prior to the passing of this
Act had been declared and existed concerning the same.

5 10. All lands heretofore granted or dedicated by the Crown upon Trusts upon whick
trust for the erection thereon respeetively of churches, chapels, school Ziﬁ?tlgdottglfiel?xﬁ:ca
houses or ministers’ residences, or for other purposes for or in conneection Churches are to be
with the uniting churches, or any of them, and which are now held i
upon the said trusts, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be

10 deemed to have been granted, and shall be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia, upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities,
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions of
the model deed, and upon and subject to no other trusts or provisions
whatsoever.
15 11. (1) All lands heretofore granted, reserved, dedicated, or nOW Trusts upon which
held upon trust,as cemeteries or burial grounds for the burial of the dead e e
: of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or ;
the United Methodist Free Churches shall, from and after the passing
of this Act, be deemed to have been granted, reserved or dedicated, and
920 shall be held in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for the
burial therein of the dead of such last-mentioned church, subject,
nevertheless, in all other respects to the trusts, and with the powers
declared and existing concerning the same.
(2) The Governor may, in respect of any such lands as to
25 which he has now no power of appointment of trustees, and not-
withstanding and in place of any other power of appointment of
trustees of such lands, upon the request in writing of the President
of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette, appoint
30 trustees of such lands.
(3) The Governor may make rules and regulations for the
management and control of any such lands, and may impose a penalty
not exceeding twenty pounds for the breach of any such rule or
~ regulation.
35 (4) Such rules and regulations shall upon notification in
the Gazette have the force of law.
(5) All penalties imposed by any such rule or regulation
may be recovered in the same manner as if they had been imposed by
this Act.
40 12. Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument any Devises, bequests, &e.
property real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed,
given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall
0 be declared or directed to be held upon trust, to or for the benefit of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church or the Primitive Methodist Church or the
45 United Methodist Free Churches, or intended so to be, or to or for the
benefit
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benefit of any church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary in connection with any of the said churches, or intended so
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to any such
church, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, or receivable by or
payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or other 5
instrument any power, authority, discretion, or power to consent, is
given to or becomes exercisable by or is required from the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or the United
Methodist Free Churches, or any of them, or of any Conference,
Assembly, district committee, district meeting, or district synod of 10
any of the said churches, or of the president, chairman, secretary,
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minister thereof in
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other instrument, and
every devise, bequest, legacy, testamentary disposition, gift, grant,
conveyance, transfer, assignment, appointment, declaration of trust, 15
power, authority, discretion, and consent therein contained or referred
to, or intended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate
and take effect as if the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the uniting church named
or referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the New South Wales 20
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been named
and referred to therein in place of the Conference or Assembly of
the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be, and
as if the district meeting or district synod or corresponding church,
court, or committee of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been 25
named and referred to therein in place of the district committee,
district meeting, or district synod named or referred to, or intended
so to be, and as if the president or secretary of the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to in place of the president or secretary named or 30
referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the chairman, minister,
officer, church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary
of the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be,
had been named and referred to as a chairman, minister, officer,
church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of 35
the Methodist Church of Australasia, and the signature of the
president for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the Methodist Church of Australasia signifying the exercise of such
power, authority, or discretion, or the giving of such consent shall be
evidence of the exercise of such power, authority, or discretion, and of 40
the giving of such consent respectively, and the receipt of the said
president, or of any person or persons duly appointed by him from
time to time in that behalf, for any such bequest or gift shall be a
sufficient discharge to the person or persons liable to pay, deliver, or
transfer any money or personal property under such will, deed or45
other instrument, and all property, real or personal, so devised,
bequeathed,

e



Methodist Union. 9

bequeathed, given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or
declared or directed to be held upon trust shall, subject to the
" provisions of this Act, and to the trusts of such will, deed or other
instrument, and subject to any directions to the contrary therein
5 contained so far as the same are capable of taking effect, be under the
direction and control of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia.
18. All personal property which at the time of the passing of Personal property,
this Act is held in trust for the uniting churches, or any of them, or b fio be o,
10 for any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary thereof, shall from and
after the passing of this Act be held upon trust for the Methodist
Church of Australasia or for the corresponding fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary thereof, as the case may be :
Provided that if by reason of the union of the uniting churches
15 the particular trust upon which any personal property is held fails,
such personal property shall be held upon such trusts and for such
purposes as shall from time to time be declared or directed by the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.
14. (1) All personal property situate in New South Wales to Certain property
20 which the uniting churches, or any of them, or any fund, institution, ;jztf‘}e‘&‘b'fﬂw
society, or auxiliary of the uniting churches, or any of them, is entitled, New South Wales
and all personal property to which the Methodist Cliurch of Australasia, §iraee o the
the New South Wales Conference of such church, or any fund, Australasia
institution, society, or auxiliary of such church, is or may hereafter
25 from time to time become entitled, other than personal property which
is or may hereafter be vested in trustees upon trust for any such
church, conference, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, is hereby
vested or shall vest, as the case may be, in the president for the time
being of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church
30 of Australasia and his successors in office, and shall be held by him or
by his said successors in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia,
upon such trusts and for such purposes as shall from time to time be
declared or directed by the New South Wales Conference of the said
church.
35 (2) (a) Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument,
or by any gift or other disposition of property made before but not
taking effect until after the passing of this Act, or by any will, deed,
or other instrument, or by any gift or other disposition of property
*‘ made after the passing of this Act, any real or personal property has
40 been or is devised, bequeathed, or given to or for the benefit of the
uniting churches, or any of them, generally, or to or for the benefit of
the Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales generally,
or to or for the benefit of any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
any such church or churches generally (other than real or personal
45 property devised, bequeathed, or given to trustees upon trust for any
c4—B such
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such church or churches, or for any such fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary), such real and personal property shall vest in the president
for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia and his successors in office.

(b) The said president and his said successors shall 5
hold such real and personal property upon the trusts, if any, declared
in respect thereof, and, if no such trusts have been declared, shall hold
and deal with such real and personal property and the proceeds thereof
in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for such purposes and
in such manner as the New South Wales Conference of the said church 10
from time to time directs, and shall, if so directed by the said Conference,
convey, transfer, or deliver any such real or personal property to such
persons, and upon such trusts, as the said Conference directs; and the
said president and his said successors, and any persons to whom any
such real or personal property is so conveyed, transferred, or delivered, 15
may, subject to and in conformity with any such direction, sell, lease,
mortgage, or otherwise deal with any such roal or personal property.

15. Notwithstanding anything contained herein or in the
Principal Act or in the model deed or the deed poll referred to therein,
but subject to the constitutional basis and plan of unicn, the New 20
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may
from time to time,

(1) Appoint any minister, being a member of such conference, or
any preacher on trial, to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises, year by year successively 25
for a period not exceeding in the whole five years or for such
longer or shorter period as may from time to time be
authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia: Provided that any such yearly
appointment for more than three successive years shall be 30
made only in accordance with such conditions as such General
Conference has determined or may hereafter from time to
time determine. :

(2) With the approval of such General Conference, make such
rules and regulations for the appointment of its ministers and 85
preachers on trial and the election of its officers as it thinks
fit, and from time to time repeal, alter, or vary such rules and
regulations.

(3) With the approval of such General Conference, but subject
to the restriction as to doctrines contained in the constitutional 40
basis, make any other alterations or modifications of the
provisions of the model deed or any Schedule thereto :

Provided that whenever the model deed is altered or modified
by the said New South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such
alterations or modifications, and certified by and under the hand of the 45

president
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: president for the time being of such Conference, shall forthwith, after
such alteration or modification, be deposited in the office of the
e Registrar-General of New South Wales.
16. Nothing in this Act shall limit, restrict, take away, or alter Rights of trustees to
5 any rights or powers which any trustee of real or personal property by indemnity preserved.
this Act directed to be held in trust for the Methodist Church of
Australasia or any fund, institution, society or auxiliary thereof had or
possessed prior to the passing of this Act, to sell, or mortgage, or be
indemnified out of such property in order to liquidate any debts or
10 obligations properly incurred by or resting upon him in respect of such
property.
17. (1) The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Power to consent
Church of Australasia and the president for the time being thereof shall °F *PProve:
have and possess and are hercby invested with the like powers to
15 consent and to approve of all matters and things which, at the time of
the passing of this Act, were had or possessed by the New South
Wales Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church
and the president thereof respectively.
(2) Wheneverany act, matter, or thing is required to be done,
20 testified to, or certified by the president of the Conference or Assembly
of any of the uniting churches, such act,anatter, or thing may be done,
testified to, or certified by the president for the time being of the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.
18. (1) Every entry and insertion in the Wesleyan Methodist Vesting of trust
25 Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales referred to in section 5;%‘;?;3&’;0})52’0! i
six of the Principal Act, made before the passing of this Act in respect additional trustees.
of persons nominated and appointed under the model deed to be
trustees for the purpose of increasing the number of trustees, shall be
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever, as if such entry and
30 insertion had been expressly authorised by the said scetion, and not-
withstanding that such persons were not so nominated and appointed
by reason of any vacaney in any trust, and the provisions of secticn
eight of the said Act shall have and be deemed to have had the same
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new
35 trustees in the place of some other trustee or trustees.
(2) (a) After the passing of this Act the entries and
insertions prescribed by section six of the Principal Act in respect of
the trustees in the said section referred to shall be made not only in
g/ respect of such trustees but also in respect of all persens nominated
40 and appointed under the model deed to be trustees for the purpose of
increasing the number of trustees, provided that in place of an insertion .
as to how the vacancy in the trust occurred the words * additional
trustee ”” shall be inserted ;
(b) the provisions of section eight of the said Act shall
45 have the same effect as if such persons so nominated and appointed for
the purpose of increasing the number of trustees had heen nominated .
and appointed to be new trustees in the place of some other trustee or
trustees. 19.
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Judicial notica of 19. Judical notice shall be taken of the signatures of the

i‘fg:ct;‘e"tg‘r’;}”“‘den" president and secretary for the time being of the General Conference
of the Methodist Church of Australasia and of the president and
secretary for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the said church.

President of 20. The president for the time being of the New South Wales

New South Wales  Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may sue and be

representative party Sued in all actions and proceedings whether at law or in equity as

in legal proceedings. yominal plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, for the purpose of—

(a) ascertaining or determining the trusts upon which any real or 10

personal property hereinbefore mentioned or referred to are
or shall be held ;

(b) ascertaining or determining whether any real or personal
property is subject to any trust in favour of any church,

denomination, religious community, fund, institution, society, 15

or auxiliary referred to in this Act.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Governmert Printer.—1902
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To confirm the Union in New South Wales of the Wesleyan

Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive
Methodist Church in New South Wales, and the United
Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales under the
name of the Methodist Church of Australasia; to deal
with the real and personal property in New South Wales
of the said uniting churches ; to give certain powers to the
New South Wales Conference of the said the Methodist
Church of Australasia; to amend the Wesleyan Methodist
Church Property Trust Act, 1889, the Primitive Methodist
Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act, 1897; and for other
purposes connected with or incidental to the above
objects.

V

HEREAS the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan preamble.

Methodist Chureh, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of

South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
four, empowered and authorised cach Annual Conference of the said

99580

c4—A (3) Church
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Chulch to carry mto e[fect xmthm its own bounds union with any
or all of the other Methodist Churches within its bounds, on the
constitutional basis defined by the said General Conference, and set
forth in the printed minutes of such General Conference of the year
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, but subject to a 5
provision that until Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the name of the uniting churches should, when united, be
“The Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” and that thereafter
the united church should be denominated ¢ 'The Methodist Church of
Australasia” : And whereas with the consent of the New South Wales 10
Conference (being an Annual Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, embracing within its jurisdiction the State of New
South Wales, and which said Annual Conference is duly constituted
by, and forms an integral part of, the said General Conference) an
agreement was duly made between the following churches, denomi- 15
nations, or religious communities in New South Wales, that is to say,
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in New South Wales (being that part
of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church which is in New
South Wales), the Primitive Methodist Church in New South Wales,
and the United Methodist Free Churches in New South Wales, 20
hereinafter called the “uniting churches,” to enter into an organic
union as one church under the name of the ¢ Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church” as and from the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, on the said constitutional basis, and
in terms of a plan of union agreed to by the respective Annual 25
Conferences or Assemblies constituting the governing bodies of the
uniting churches, which said plan of union is fully set forth in the
pnnted minutes of the New South Wales Conference of the Australasian
Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, in the State of New
South Wales, in the year one ‘thousand nine hundred and one, it being 30
agreed that when Methodist Union had become general throughout
Australasia the united church should be denominated ¢ The Methodist
Church of Australasia”: And whereas Methodist Union became
general throughout Australasia on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two: And whereas pursuant to such 35
agreement the uniting churches did, on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and two, enter into an organic union as one
church under the name of “’The Methodist Church of Australasia’
on the said constitutional basis, and in terms of the said plan of union :
And whereas the church named in the said constitutional basis is 40
throughout such basis called “ The Australasian Methodist Church,”
and the missionary society named therein is called ¢The Australasian
Methodist Missionary Society”: And whereas the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia, held at
Sydney in the months of February and March, ene thousand nine 45
hundred
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hundred and two, and which Conference included ministerial
and lay representatives of all the uniting churches, made and
passed certain appointments, resolutions, and orders: And whereas
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist
5 Church empowered each Annual Conference of the said church to
obtain such legal enactments as might be necessary to give effect
to such umion, and also to frame for itself regulations dealing with
the term during which a minister may be appointed to the same
circuit, church, or chapel subject to certain conditions fixed by such
10 General Conference, and with other matters : And whereas grants have
i from time to time been made by the Crown to trustees of certain lands
in the State of New South Wales for the erection thereon respectively of
churches, chapels, schoolhouses, minister’s residences or for other pur-
poses for or in connection with the uniting churches severally, or some
15 of them: And whereas by reason of the said union of the uniting
churches, and for other reasons, some of such lands are unsuitable for
the purposes for which they were respectively granted, and in respect
of other of such lands it is or may be undesirable to carry out the
specific trusts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient that
20 such lands should be held upon the trusts and with the powers,
authorities, and discretions and subject to the provisions of the model
deed referred to in section three hereof : And whereas it is necessary
and desirable to obtain legislative authority to confirm the union of the
said uniting churches and to declare the trusts upon which all real and
25 personal property in New South Wales now or hereafter held in trust for
or in anywise belonging to the said uniting churches, namely, the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in New South Wales, the Primitive Methodist
Church in New South Wales, and the United Methodist Free Churches
in New South Wales, or any of them, shall henceforth be held,
30 and also to give to the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia power to make appointments of
ministers or preachers en trial to the same circuit, church or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises year by year successively for five years
or for such greater or lesser number of years as may from time to
35 time be authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia, and to amend the provisions of the said model
deed, and other powers: And whereas it is also necessary to amend
the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property Trust Aect, 1889, the
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
4 40 Methodist Church Property Act, 1897, and to provide for other
matters appertaining to the said uniting churches or one or more of
them : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
i by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled,
45 and by the authority of the same, as follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Methodist Union Act, 1902.” Shost title.
2.
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Incorporation. 2. Except so far as is inconsistent herewith this Act shall be
incorporated and read with the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889, and the said last-mentioned Act, and this Act may be
cited as the Methodist Church Property Acts, 1889-1902.

Tnterpretation. 3. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter otherwise 5
indicates or requires,—
« Constitutional basis” means the constitutional basis defined by
the General Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, held at Adelaide, in the then Province of
South Australia, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 10
ninety four, as set forth in the printed minutes of such
Conference.

“ Model deed”” means the “ Wesleyan Methodist Model Deed of
New South Wales, 1888,”” referred to in the Principal Act,
and any duly authorised alteration or modification thereof. 15

“ Plan of union” means the plan of union agreed to by the
respective Annual Conferences or Assemblies constituting
the governing bodies of the uniting churches as set forth in
the printed minutes of the New South Wales Conference of
the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church, held at Sydney, 20
in the State of New South Wales, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and one.

 Primitive Methodists ” means the members of the religious
community commonly known by that name, and includes
the people in New South Wales connected in religious 25
fellowship and church government, and called by that name,
and, at the time of the passing of this Act, forming part of
the connection established in Great Britain, and known as
the Primitive Methodist Connection.

“ Primitive Methodist Church,” means the church, connection, 8¢
society, religious denomination, or community of the Primitive
Methodists in New South Wales.

“Principal Act” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church Property
Trust Act, 1889.

¢« Uniting Churches ” means the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the 35
Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist
Free Churches,

¢« United Free Methodists ” means the members of the community
commonly known by that name, and includes the people in
New South Wales connected in religious fellowship, and 40
called by that name, and, at the time of the passing of this
Act, forming part of the connection or religious community
established in Great Britain under the name of the United
Methodist
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Methodist Free Churches, upon the union or amalgamation
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association with the Wesleyan
Methodist Reformers. i
« United Methodist Iree Churches” means the churches
societies, connection, relicious denomination or community
of the United Free Methodists in New South Wales.
““ Wesleyan Methodist Church ” means the Australasian Wesleyan
Methodist Church in New South Wales.
4. The Union of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Confirmation of
10 Primitive Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Free Churches, T
on the constitutional basis and plan of union, on the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and two, is hereby confirmed.
5. (1) The church formed by such union shall be denominated Name of chureh, &
¢« The Methodist Church of Australasia.” ’
15 (2) The constitutional basis shall be read and construed as if
the words “ The Methodist Church of Australasia” were inserted in
place of the words “The Australasian Methodist Church ” wherever
such words occur; and as if the words * The Methodist Missionary
Society of Australasia” were inserted in place of the words ¢ The
20 Australasian Methodist Missionary Society” wherever such words
oceur.

Ct

(3) The Methodist Church of Australasia shall for all
purposes be deemed to be the Wesleyan Methodist Church within the
meaning of the Prinecipal Act, and the Annual Conference of the

95 Methodist Chureh of Australasia in New South Wales shall be deemed
to be the New South Wales and Queensland Conference within the
meaning of the said Act.

(4) The model deed shall, after the passing of this Act, be
known, referred to, and cited as ¢ The Methedist Model Deed of New

30 South Wales.”

(5) The Wesleyan Methodist Church Register of Trustees
for New South Wales, referred to in section six of the Principal Act,
shall, after the passing of this Act, be called and inscribed as “The
Methodist Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales.”

35 6. The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church confirmation of
of Australasia, held in Sydney in the months of February and March, ;l‘)’l’)‘(ff;f:f;]ts o~
one thousand nine hundred and two, and all elections, appointments, A
resolutions, and orders, held, made, and passed by such conference, are
hereby confirmed and declared to be valid for all purposes.

40 7. A1l lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever Trusts upon which
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together Fhﬁflﬁ]{“‘l’;ﬁfﬂffed:?
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which, be held,
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of the
model deed or of any deed therein referred to, or are otherwise held

45 on behalf of or in trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church shall

from
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from and after the passing of this Act be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions
of the model deed, but subject and without prejudice to any
reservation, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, lien, or lease affecting 5
the same respectively, and subject and without prejudice to any
resulting trust or amny trust of any such lands, temements, and
hereditaments, in favour of the donor or any person or corporation
other than the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and upon and subject to
no other trusts or provisions whatsoever. 10

8. All lands, tenements, and hereditaments of whatsoever
tenure, including chattels real, situate in New South Wales, together
with all rights, easements, and appurtenances relating thereto, which,
at the time of the passing of this Act, are held upon the trusts of, and
with the powers conferred by, and subject to the provisions of the 15
Primitive Methodist Church Temporalities Act, 1879, and the Primitive
Methodist Church Property Act of 1897, or upon any other trusts for
the church or people or religious community or denomination called or
known as the “ Primitive Methodist Church,” or the * Primitive
Methodists > or the “ Primitive Methodist Connection,” or upon trust 20
for any Primitive Methodist Society, and also all lands, tenements,
and hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of
this Act, are held upon trust for the church or people or religious 25
community or denomination called or known as the * United Free
Methodists ” or the “United Methodist Free Churches,” or upon trust
for any United Methodist Free Church Society, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, be held for the Methodist Church of Australasia
upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities and diseretions, and 30
subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the model deed, but
subject and without prejudice to any reservation, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, lien or lease affecting the same respectively, and subject
and without prejudice to any resulting trust or any trust of any such
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in favour of the donor or any 35
person or corporation other than the Primitive Methodist Church or
United Methodist Free Churches, or either of them, and upon and
subject to no other trusts or provisions whatsoever.

9. All personal property, and all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments of whatsoever tenure, including chattels real, situate 40
in New South Wales, together with all rights, easements, and
appurtenances relating thereto, which, at the time of the passing of this
Act, are held upon trust for the Wesleyan Methodist Church for
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for the purposes of a

theological institution shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be 45
held
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held upon trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia, and under
the direction and control of the New South Wales Conference thereof,
but otherwise subject to the trusts which prior to the passing of this
Act had been declared and existed concerning the same.
5 10. All lands heretofore granted or dedicated by the Crown upon Trusts upon which
. trust for the erection thereon respectively of churches, chapels, school ;i;t:t‘:d"g‘ffm‘%’:ﬂ:b 5
houses or ministers’ residences, or for other purposes for or in connection Churches are to be
with the uniting churches, or any of them, and which are now held !4
upon the said trusts, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be
’ 10 deemed to have been granted, and shall be held for the Methodist
Church of Australasia, upon the trusts, and with the powers, authorities,
and discretions, and subject to the terms, provisions, and conditions of
the model deed, and upon and subject to no other trusts or provisions
whatsoever.
15 11. (1) All lands heretofore granted, reserved, dedicated, or NnOW Trusts upon which
held upon trust,as cemeteries or burial grounds for the hurial of the dead Purial graunds, &e.
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or '
the United Methodist Free Churches shall, from and after the passing
of this Act, be deemed to have been granted, reserved or dedicated, and
20 shall be held in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for the
burial therein of the dead of such last-mentioned church, subject,
nevertheless, in all other respects to the trusts, and with the powers
declared and existing concerning the same.
(2) The Governor may, in respect of any such lands as to
25 which he has now no power of appointment of trustees, and not-
withstanding and in place of any other power of appointment of
trustees of such lands, upon the request in writing of the President
of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette, appoint
30 trustees of such lands.
(3) The Governor may make rules and regulations for the
management and control of any such lands, and may impose a penalty
not exceeding fwenty pounds for the breach of any such rule or
regulation.
35 (4) Such rulgs and regulations shall upon notification in
the Gazette have the force of law.
(5) All penalties imposed by any such rule or regulation
' may be recovered in the same manner as if they had been imposed by
this Act.
40 12. Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument any pevises, bequests, &c.
property real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed,
given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall
be declared or directed to be held upon trust, to or for the benefit of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church or the Primitive Methodist Church or the
45 United Methodist Free Churches, or intended so to be, or to or for the
benefit
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benefit of any church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary in connection with any of the said churches, or intended so
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to any such
church, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, or receivable by or
payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or other
instrument any power, authority, discretion, or power to consent, is
civen to or becomes exercisable by or is required from the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church, or the United
Methodist Free Churches, or any of them, or of any Conference,
Assembly, district committee, district meeting, or district synod of 10
any of the said churches, or of the president, chairman, secretary,
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minister thereof in
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other instrument, and
every devise, bequest, legacy, testamentary disposition, gift, grant,
conveyance, transfer, assignment, appointment, declaration of trust, 15
power, authority, discretion, and consent therein contained or referred
to, or intended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate
and take effect as if the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to therein in place of the uniting church named
or referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the New South Wales 20
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been named
and referred to therein in place of the Conference or Assembly of
the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be, and
as if the district meeting or district synod or corresponding church,
court, or committee of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been 25
named and referred to therein in place of the district committee,
district meeting, or district synod named or referred to, or intended
so to be, and as if the president or secretary of the New South
Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia had been
named and referred to in place of the president or secretary named or 30
referred to, or intended so to be, and as if the chairman, minister,
officer, church, chapel, school, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary
of the uniting church named or referred to, or intended so to be,
had been named and referred to as a chairman, minister, officer,
church, chapel, school, fund, institution, seciety, or auxiliary of 35
the Methodist Church of Australasia, and the signature of the
president for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the Methodist Church of Australasia signifying the exercise of such
power, authority, or discretion, or the giving of such consent shall be
evidence of the exercise of such power, authority, or discretion, and of 40
the giving of such consent respectively, and the receipt of the said
president, or of any person or persons duly appointed by him from
time to time in that behalf, for any such bequest or gift shall be a
sufficient discharge to the person or persons liable to pay, deliver, or
transfer any money or personal property under such will, deed or 45
other instrument, and all property, real or personal, so devised,
bequeathed,

(W) ¢
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bequeathed, given, granted, released, conveyed, or appointed, or
declared or directed to be held upon trust shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act, and to the trusts of such will, deed or other
instrument, and subject to any directions to the contrary therein
5 contained so far as the same are capable of taking effect, be under the
direction and control of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia.
13. All personal property which at the time of the passing of Personal property,
this Act is held in trust for the uniting churches, or any of them, or ho™ to be held.
y 10 for any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary thereof, shall from and
after the passing of this Act be held upon trust for the Methodist
Church of Australasia or for the corresponding fund, institution,
society, or auxiliary thereof, as the case may be :
Provided that if by reason of the union of the uniting churches
15 the particular trust upon which any personal property is held fails,
such personal property shall be held upon such trusts and for such
purposes as shall from time to time be declared or directed by the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.
14. (1) All personal property situate in New South Wales to Certain property
20 which the uniting churches, or any of them, or any fund, institution i

. I ST 5 y 2 president of the
society, or auxiliary of the uniting churches, or any of them, is entitled, New South Wales

and all personal property to which the Methodist Church of Australasia, o T
the New South Wales Conference of such church, or any fund, Australasia,
institution, society, or auxiliary of such church, is or may hereafter

25 from time to time become entitled, other than personal property which
is or may hereafter be vested in trustees upon trust for any such
church, conference, fund, institution, society, or auxiliary, is hereby
vested or shall vest, as the case may be, in the president for the time
being of the New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church

30 of Australasia and his sucecessors in office, and shall be held by him or
by his said suecessors in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia,
upon such trusts and for such purposes as shall from time to time be
declared or directed by the New South Wales Conference of the said
church.

35 (2) (a) Whenever by any will, deed, or other instrument,
or by any gift or other disposition of property made before but not
taking effect until after the passing of this Act, or by any will, deed,
or other instrument, or by any gift or other disposition of property
% made after the passing of this Act, any real or personal property has
40 been or is devised, bequeathed, or given to or for the benefit of the
uniting churches, or any of them, generally, or to or for the benefit of
the Methodist Church of Australasia in New South Wales generally,
or to or for the benefit of any fund, institution, society, or auxiliary of
any such church or churches generally (other than real or personal
45 property devised, bequeathed, or given to trustees upon trust for any

c 4—B such
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such church or churches, or for any such fund, institution, society, or
auxiliary), such real and personal property shall vest in the president
for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia and his successors in office.

(b) The said president and his said successors shall -
hold such real and personal property upon the trusts, if any, declared
in respect thereof, and, if no such trusts have been declared, shall hold
and deal with such real and personal property and the proceeds thereof
in trust for the Methodist Church of Australasia for such purposes and
in such manner as the New South Wales Conference of the said church 10
from time to time directs, and shall, if so directed by the said Conference,
convey, transfer, or deliver any such real or personal property to such
persons, and upon such trusts, as the said Conference directs; and the
said president and his said successors, and any persons to whom any
such real or personal property is so conveyed, transferred, or delivered, 15
may, subject to and in conformity with any such direction, sell, lease,
mortgage, or otherwise deal with any such real or personal property,

15. Notwithstanding anything contained herein or in the
Principal Act or in the model deed or the deed poll referred to therein,
but subject to the constitutional basis and plan of unicn, the New 20
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may
from time to time,—

(1) Appoint any minister, being a member of such conference, or
any preacher on trial, fo the same circuit, chureh or churches,
chapel or chapels, or premises, year by year successively 25
for a period not exceeding in the whole five years or for such
longer or shorter period as may from time to time be
authorised by the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Australasia: Provided that any such yearly
appointment for more than three successive years shall be 30
made only in accordance with such conditions as such General
Conference has determined or may hereafter from time to
time determine.

(2) With the approval of such General Conference, make such
rules and regulations for the appointment of its ministers and 85
preachers on trial and the election of its officers as it thinks
fit, and from time to time repeal, alter, or vary such rules and
regulations. :

(3) With the approval of such General Conference, but subject
to the restriction as to doctrines contained in the constitutional 40
basis, make any other alterations or modifications of the
provisions of the model deed or any Schedule thereto :

Provided that whenever the model deed is altered or modified
by the said New South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such
alterations or modifications, and certified by and under the hand of the 45

president

(%)
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president for the time being of such Conference, shall forthwith, after
such alteration or modification, be deposited in the office of the
Registrar-General of New South Wales.
16. Nothing in this Act shall limit, restrict, take away, or alter Rights of trustees to
5 any rights or powers which any trustee of real or personal Properiy by mosmulty pressrved.
. this Act directed to be held in trust for the Methodist Church of
Australasia or any fund, institution, society or auxiliary thereof had or
possessed prior to the passing of this Act, to sell, or mortgage, or be
indemnified out of such property in order to liquidate any debts or
10 obligations properly incurred by or resting upon him in respect of such
property.
17. (1) The New South Wales Conference of the Methodist Power to consent
Church of Australasia and the president for the time being thereof shall °* *prove:
have and possess and are hereby invested with the like powers to
15 consent and to approve of all matters and things which, at the time of
the passing of this Act, were had or possessed by the New South
Wales Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church
and the president thereof respectively. :
(2) Whenever any act, matter, or thing is required to be done,
20 testified to, or certified by the president of the Conference or Assembly
of any of the uniting churches, such act, matter, or thing may be done,
testified to, or certified by the president for the time being of the New
South Wales Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia.
18. (1) Every entry and insertion in the Wesleyan Methodist Vesting of trust
25 Church Register of Trustees for New South Wales referred to in section i sl g
six of the Principal Act, made before the passing of this Act in respect additional trustees.
of persons nominated and appointed under the model deed to be
trustees for the purpose of increasing the number of trustees, shall be
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever, as if such entry and
30 insertion had been expressly authorised by the said section, and not-
withstanding that such persons were not so nominated and appointed
by reason of any vacancy in any trust, and the provisions of section
eight of the said Act shall have and be deemed to have had the same
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new
35 trustees in the place of some other trustee or trustees.
(2) (a) After the passing of this Act the entries and
insertions prescribed by section six of the Principal Act in respect of
the trustees in the said section referred to shall be made not only in
respeet of such trustees but also in respeet of all persons nominated
40 and appointed under the model deed to be trustees for the purpose of
increasing the number of trustees, provided that in place of an insertion
as to how the vacancy in the trust occurred the words “ additional
trustee ”’ shall be inserted ;
(b) the provisions of section eight of the said Act shall
45 have the same effect as if such persons sonominated and appointed for
the purpose of increasing the number of trustees had been nominated
and appointed to be new trustees in the place of some other trustee or
trustees. 19,
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Judivial notica of 19. Judical notice shall be taken of the signatures of the

Z;g:;‘gfer.if}f,}’midem president and secretary for the time being of the General Conference
of the Methodist Church of Australasia and of the president and
secretary for the time being of the New South Wales Conference of
the said church. ;

President of 20. The president for the time being of the New South Wales

New South Wales  Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia may sue and be

reprosentative party sued in all actions and proceedings whether at law or in equity as

in legal proceedinge. yominal plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, for the purpose of—

(a) ascertaining or determining the trusts upon which any real or 10

personal property hereinbefore mentioned or referred to are
or shall be held ;

(b) ascertaining or determining whether any real or personal
property is subject to any trust in favour of any church,

denomination, religious community, fund, institution, society, 15

or auxiliary referred to in this Act.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer,—1902
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