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Question on Notice for the Public Accounts Committee's Inquiry
into the Health Services Amendment (Splitting of
the Murrumbidgee Local Health District) Bill 2025

Dear Committee,

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to appear and present our submissions on the
Amendment.

In my oral submissions, | made reference to the Patient Transport Service in the Murrumbidgee
LHD. At the time, | was unaware about the exact nature and scope of Patient Transport in the
Murrumbidgee.

After enquiring, and to the best of my knowledge, Patient Transport is available in Wagga
Wagga from 7 AM to midnight. Patient Transport is available to significantly more limited
extent in other locations in the Murrumbidgee. For example, Finley has only one Patient
Transport car that has a very limited scope of practice, meaning that paramedics will do most
if not nearly all low -cuity transports, even during the day.

This means that, through the LHD, Paramedics will be utilised as patient transport resources
during key hours of the night shift, taking them away from their communities for multiple hours.
While patient transport is a vital aspect of the health system, paramedics’ skills are generally
underutilised for low-acuity transfers. However, to the best of my knowledge, there is no
nighttime patient transport to support them. Further funding and expansion of the Patient
Transport Service is vital if the district is going to be split, particularly because of the long
distances between population centres in the proposed Western District.

| thank the Committee again for its time. If any further questions arise, please feel to reach out
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