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To the relevant Parliamentary Committee, 

I write on behalf of Merced Farming, a family-owned agricultural business based in Wee Waa, to 
express our strong support for the proposed changes outlined in the Health Services Amendment 
(Splitting of the Hunter New England Health District) Bill 2025. 

As a business operating in a regional area with 24/7 farming activity, we understand firsthand the 
importance of reliable, accessible healthcare. The wellbeing of our workforce of more than 30 
people and their families—who are frequently required to use heavy machinery and work in 
physically demanding environments—relies on timely access to medical services in the event of an 
emergency. 

Currently, our closest hospital after 5.30pm is more than 30 minutes away by car. For a business like 
ours, where safety incidents can happen quickly and unexpectedly, every minute counts.  

The creation of the New England North West Local Health District represents a positive step 
forward. A smaller, more locally focused health district would offer a better understanding of the 
unique challenges faced by agricultural communities like ours, and ideally be more responsive to the 
needs of both residents and industry. 

We believe the split will: 

• Lead to improved health service delivery tailored to our region; 
• Allow for better resourcing and infrastructure planning in rural towns like Wee Waa; 
• And support the safety and health of workers who play a vital role in regional food 

and fibre production. 

We urge Parliament to support this Bill and consider it a crucial investment in the future of rural 
NSW. 

Regards, 
 
Daniel Kahl 
 
Director / Business Manager  
Merced Farming Pty Ltd 
Wee Waa NSW  
 


