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04/02/26

Chair of the Community Services Committee

NSW Parliament House,

SYDNEY

Mr Chair,

re : Committee Inquiry into Health Services Amendment
(Splitting of the Murrumbidgee Local Health District)
Bill 2025

I'm sure you are aware that there is a HUGE furore in the regional seat of Murray -extremely well represented by
Helen Dalton, where “locals” want to create a “local” health district run by “locals” and running Griffith Base
Hospital “locally” instead of being dictated to by bungling bureaucrats stationed in Wagga Wagga. The media has
quoted Health Minister Mr Park stating that he does not want a locally governed medical health body to happen.

Let me tell you that about 95% of the people in this “local health district” are vigorously campaigning for splitting
from the Wagga based health district. This campaign has been going for some time but........... guess what, Wagga
and it's bureaucrats put the kibosh on EVERYTHING that is asked for and that is sad because of so so SO many
things.

Before this bureaucratic “catastrophe”, the Griffith Base Hospital was governed by a local board with lecal people
in charge. We, the people, were able to be serviced by doctors who lived locally; we were able to get surgery that
was needed at the hospital without the patient (and family) having to endure 2 hours of travel to — guess where —
Wagga !

Whilst it is fantastic that this city and surrounding areas have a $250m hospital, unless the bureaucrats in Wagga
say so, nothing can be done at any level.

The hospital does not have the equipment it needs, (especially equipment like MRI machines and the like) the
medical staff are “stretched to the limit” and, oh yes, but guess what, there's heaps of admin staff ! The medical
staff WANT a change, a local board who will listen to their needs and are not governed by Wagga bureaucrats
who “kowtow to other bureaucrats on the “other side of the Blue Mountains.

Perhaps if the Premier, the Health Minister and Sydney based bureaucrats might like to think about this debacle
and gee maybe come out, to the 'wild west' and talk to the people — ordinary everyday people — who are deserving
of so much better than they are getting.

As much as I'm loath to say this, perhaps the Premier, the Health Minister et al should think about this VERY
seriously — the people in this area are not very forgiving to political parties who 'don't play fair' and this will be
bought to bear at the next election.

Ester Hookey (Mrs)
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