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Submis s ion into the   Inquiry into the  He alth Se rvice s  Amendme nt (Split ting  of the  
Murrumbidgee  LHD) Bill  
 
I have been a advocate for Griffith and surrounding districts health care and services for over 20 
years and I’m afraid the health services have declined gradually over those years, we have actually 
lost services and medical equipment and we are at the mercy of MLHD waiting for those services to 
be restored. I have people pulling me up in the street telling me horror stories of children with 
broken bones having to wait days to be treated in Wagga as the waiting list is so long,  

 had  a stroke on a Saturday morning and being taken to Griffith base hospital and finding that 
Griffith has a room built for a MRI machine but we still don’t have a MRI machine, and with a stroke 
time is of the essence to prevent more strokes and more damage.  was admitted to Griffith 
hospital and waited a couple of days to be seen in Wagga hospital two hours away and being driven 
to Wagga by  The  was informed that Griffith hospital has a contract with 
a private radiologist provider which only operates from Mondays to Fridays 8am till 5 pm , but  

 had  stroke out of office hours, this is absolutely disgusting and unacceptable with the size of 
our hospital and with the many surrounding communities it services , Griffith hospital is the center 
and light house for so many people who have to travel hours for treatment and services. When we 
have medical professionals,  staff and patients standing together pleading for a split because of the 
lack and long waiting times for healthcare it is not just a whim but a urgent request. Wagga doesn’t 
want the split and argues that they can handle this whole area  of Murray but it’s seriously not 
working and so unfair for every stakeholder in the Murray to live in fear about the waiting times and 
getting to Griffith hospital from hours away and finding that because of lack of trained staff and 
resources they need to go to Wagga base hospital and because it’s running at capacity they have to 
be put on another waiting list. Please give us the split so public health can be better regulated, cut 
waiting times and stop having to travel two hours away, sometimes every day every week. 
 
 Kind Regards  
 
Mrs Yvonne Turnell  

  
 
 




