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To The Chair,

The Legislative Assembly Committee on Community Services
- Inquiry into the Health Services Amendment -

(Splitting of the Murrumbidgee Local Health District) Bill 2025

| am writing to share a recent experience and to ask whether consideration can be given
to making some basic but important changes that would better support the people of
Griffith and surrounding communities.

My name is _ | currently live in Goolgowi, a small town approximately a 50-
minute drive from Griffith. | have temporarily relocated from the Blue Mountains to work
as a teacher at the local primary school. My husband and | will return to the Blue
Mountains at the end of next year, after spending three years in what has been an
incredible and welcoming region.

On Monday morning this week, before school, | tripped on a footpath and fractured a
bone in my wrist. | attended Griffith Hospital for X-rays and a temporary cast and was
advised to attend the fracture clinic today to be fitted with a permanent cast.

| would like to highlight the outstanding care | received from _ . had a
warm and friendly manner, explained my X-rays clearly, outlined the treatment plan, and

fitted my new cast with great care. - professionalism, communication, and bedside
manner were exceptional.

| was surprised to learn, however, that [Jj has only been offered a three-month
contract. During our time living in this district, many locals have shared that there has
not been a consistent fracture clinic for quite some time, and that people are often
required to travel to Wagga Wagga for broken bones or fractures.

| have firsthand experience of the impact this has. Earlier this year, my husband
underwent robotic prostate surgery in Sydney, and for a half-hour physiotherapy
appointment we were required to travel approximately seven hours. A neighbour
recently remarked how sad it is that people living in remote and regional areas are often
not supported as well as they could be.

During our time in the Riverina, we have hosted several visitors from Sydney. We always
take them to the Griffith Information Centre to watch the impressive film showcasing
everything this region has to offer. | find it difficult to understand why a region such as
Griffith—one that contributes so significantly to our national economy—cannot offer an
orthopaedic specialist more than a short-term, renewable three-month contract. What
long-term security does this provide for a doctor who clearly has the skills, commitment,
and compassion to serve this community?

This situation feels deeply concerning, if not dire. Surely our health system can do
better—by offering longer-term employment to doctors who are willing to make a



genuine difference and provide essential services to regional communities. Doing so
would reduce travel burdens, improve timely access to care, and greatly benefit people
who are often already in pain and distress.

| hope that by sharing my experience, it may contribute in some small way to positive
change and to improved, sustainable healthcare for the people of Griffith and
surrounding areas.

Thank you for your time and for taking the time to read my email.

Kind regards,





