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To the Community Services Committee,

As a rural resident living within the Murrumbidgee Local Health District, | write in support of
a split from the current Murrumbidgee Local Health District to a new, locally focused health
district. We are being very poorly supported by the present Wagga centered model as is
evidenced below.

Over the years there has been a steady erosion of services offered by the Griffith Base
Hospital, despite a growth in population. These service losses include the following:

e The closure of the Griffith Base Hospital kitchen, which provided daily freshly cooked
meals for inpatients. This was replaced with frozen food from Wagga, clearly a
second-rate alternative.

e The closure of a full fracture clinic in Griffith. This has recently been replaced, after
years and years of public calls for reinstatement, with a very much reduced service.
This service is only available every two weeks and does not have any support staff.
The service only sees patients who present to emergency so many fracture patients,
even simple cases. still have to travel to Wagga.

e Recently MLHD tried to close histopathology services in Griffith. This vital service was
only retained due to a huge outcry by local residents and hospital staff.

e There are ongoing issues with staff shortages and patients have to travel to Wagga
for basic assessments and treatments that could be done locally. Much more effort
needs to be made to attract staff.

We have a beautiful new hospital but the rehab and aged care units have not opened. | have
been told that “there will be a staged commissioning approach in line with demand and
workforce availability” to the opening of these wards. The 2021 census revealed that over
22% of Griffith residents are in the over 60 age group so there is a huge demand for this
service. There is very limited access to a geriatrician, despite a population of over 6000
people aged over 60 in Griffith and surrounding towns.

What evidence do we have that MLDH has been actively trying to recruit staff and make a
concerted effort to open these wards? We are just told to be patient and continue travelling
to Wagga for services. Based on past experience, | fear that we will be waiting a very long
time for these wards to become fully operational.

As mentioned above, Griffith has always had to fight to retain existing services, let alone
obtain new services. We deserve better. Griffith Base Hospital services a population of over



40,000 people and it is a disgrace that people from Griffith, as well as outlying areas of
Leeton, Hay, Lake Cargelligo, Hillston, Whitton, Merriwagga, Goolgowi, Carrathool, Binya and
Rankins Springs are constantly being asked to travel to Wagga for basic treatments that
could easily be provided in Griffith. We need to split from MLDH in order to ensure our
community is afforded the standard of care that we deserve.

Yours sincerely,

| would like my name to remain confidential and not published on the parliamentary
website.





