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, 

Orange. 

NSW 2800 

The Honourable Helen Dalton M.P. 

Dear Helen, 

 

In answer to your request for support for Griffith Hospital, I would like to provide the following 

statement. 

As a former General Surgeon at GBH from 1988 until 2003, and President of the Medical Staff Council 

for many of these years, I would like to echo the opinions of other current senior medical staff and 

the Griffith community in general, that the time has come for Griffith Hospital to have it’s own 

budget. 

During my time at GBH, funding was always an issue. Control of and the distribution of monies and 

equipment was in the hands of the Greater Murray Authority with a perception that WWBH was first 

in line for consideration. This delay in the sharing of resources equitably led to the obstruction of 

planning strategies to purchase equipment and recruit staff. 

This arrangement seems to have continued over the last 20 years. 

Griffith, being a vibrant community, and an important centre of agriculture deserves autonomy in the 

funding of it’s hospital. In this way, proper oversight can be afforded to this institution. 

Such autonomy will allow planning and recruitment of staff and the purchase of necessary 

equipment for the facility (e.g. MRI machine), so that up to date medical care can be provided, which 

is only fair. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephen John Hayes, 

MBBS FRCS FRACS (Retired) 




