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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Upcoming Hearing for the Inquiry into Licences to Harm 
Native Animals 

The Animal Welfare Committee will hold its first hearing into licences to harm native animals on 
Monday, 9 February 2026 at NSW Parliament House.  

The committee will hear from animal welfare organisations, First Nations bodies, conservation 
groups, wildlife carers and the NSW Government.  

The committee will examine the system under which licences to harm native animals are issued, 
including the species and number of animals affected, the welfare impacts of lethal control 
methods prescribed under such licences, the effect on orphaned young, and the adequacy of 
current assessment processes to grant licences to harm.  

The Hon Emma Hurst MLC, Chair of the Animal Welfare Committee, said: ‘In 2023, more than 
650,000 licences to harm native animals were approved in NSW, more than any other State or 
Territory. This statistic warrants a thorough examination of the system under which licences are 
issued. Some of the concerns identified in submissions made to the inquiry thus far include the 
availability of data on licences issued and associated animal deaths, the competency 
requirements for licence holders using lethal control methods, and compliance monitoring with 
welfare standards.’ 

The Chair continued: ‘The committee looks forward to hearing directly from stakeholders and 
community members with regard to how the licencing framework can be better adapted to protect 
the welfare of our native animals in NSW, provide transparency around decision-making and 
ensure meaningful consultation with First Nations communities and Traditional Owners.’   

Members of the public are welcome to attend the hearing in-person or watch via the broadcast live 
on the NSW Parliament website.  

For more information about this inquiry, including the committee membership and terms of 
reference, please see the inquiry webpage. 
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