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Arrangements for upholding criminal animal welfare laws
found to be at breaking point

A NSW Upper House committee has today tabled its report for its 2025 inquiry into the operation of the
approved charitable organisations under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 (POCTAA).

This is the third inquiry conducted by Portfolio Committee No. 4 into the performance and operations of the
two approved charitable organisations, the RSPCA NSW and Animal Welfare League NSW, including their
compliance and enforcement operations.

The report makes 14 findings and nine recommendations to improve the funding, transparency and
accountability of the approved charitable organisations under POCTAA.

These include a key finding that the current model of delegating criminal law enforcement powers to
charitable organisations is at a breaking point and needs urgent reform.

The Chair of the committee, the Hon. Mark Banasiak MLC said: The committee was concerned about the
significant funding challenges that the approved charitable organisations continue to face while
performing their enforcement functions. The fluctuating amount of funding and its timing, is putting the
RSPCA NSW and Animal Welfare League NSW under great financial stress while they work to uphold this
states' criminal animal welfare laws.

The committee also heard that, as a result of these funding-related challenges, the RSPCA NSW has had to
rely on charitable donations and sell off assets to subside the shortfall in funding.

Mr Banasiak remarked: It is inappropriate and unsustainable that substantial amounts of charitable
donations intended by the public for animal rescue and welfare outcomes are being used to subsidise core
government law enforcement activities.! Mr Banasiak continued: 'Accordingly, the committee has
recommended that the NSW Government ensure that charitable donations no longer need to be relied upon
to subsidise state law enforcement functions, and that the approved charitable organisations are fully
funded by the NSW Government for all law enforcement activities.'

Another important issue investigated by the committee was the RSPCA NSW's approach towards
enforcement activities. Mr Banasiak said: '‘Concerningly, the RSPCA NSW’s institutional focus appears to
have shifted away from traditional rescue functions and toward enforcement activities, with evidence
raising serious questions about their processes and decision-making criteria when determining which
cases to prosecute. These concerns were highlighted by the well-publicised case of Ms Tracy Dods, a WIRES
wildlife carer originally prosecuted by the RSPCA NSW but whose conviction was recently overturned by the
Parramatta District Court.

The Chair went on to say: 'Clearly, there needs to be greater oversight to prevent cases like Ms Dods from
reoccurring. To that end, we recommend that the NSW Government mandate an independent prosecutorial
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review of any decisions to charge wildlife carers or rescue organisations under the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act 1979."

Finally, the report recommends that a separate parliamentary inquiry be established into WIRES and the
broader wildlife rescue sector to further examine issues raised during the inquiry including concerns
surrounding its governance structures, finances and use of charitable donations, treatment and support
of volunteer carers and involvement in enforcement activities.

Mr Banasiak concluded by saying: 'Our inquiry brought to light significant questions about WIRES
including its governance, culture and support for wildlife carers. These are clearly matters that warrant
their own dedicated inquiry, including the opportunity to hear from WIRES leadership, carers themselves
and the broader wildlife rescue sector.

For further information, visit the inquiry webpage at: 2025 Inquiry into the operation of the approved
charitable organisations under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979
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