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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry on ​
“Licences to Harm Native Animals” 

To the Committee, 

I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition to the current system of “Licences to 
Harm” native animals in New South Wales. 

Australia’s wildlife is not only iconic, it is foundational to the health, balance, and spirit of our 
ecosystems. Possums, wombats, native birds such as rainbow lorikeets, and countless other 
species play essential roles in pollination, seed dispersal, soil regeneration, and pest control. To 
sanction their destruction through administrative licences undermines both ecological integrity 
and our nation’s ethical responsibility as custodians of this land. 

The current system, which allows landowners and councils to legally harm or kill protected 
native species when deemed “inconvenient,” reflects an outdated mindset that values short-term 
human convenience over long-term environmental stability. The natural world does not operate 
in isolation, when we remove or diminish one species, we disrupt entire ecological chains, 
including those that sustain agriculture, biodiversity, and even human wellbeing. 

Australia is facing unprecedented environmental challenges: habitat loss, declining biodiversity, 
bushfires, and climate pressures. At such a time, granting permissions to harm native species is 
not only inconsistent with conservation principles but counterproductive to our collective future. 
We must instead invest in education, habitat restoration, non-lethal management solutions, and 
community engagement to support coexistence rather than conflict. 

I personally hold deep respect and love for the native animals of my country, especially the 
possums, wombats, and rainbow lorikeets who bring life and colour to our shared landscapes. 
Without them, the ecosystems that sustain us would collapse. Protecting them is not optional; it 
is an ethical and environmental imperative. 

I urge this Inquiry to recommend a full review and reform of the “Licences to Harm” framework, 
with transparency, ecological consultation, and prioritisation of humane, non-lethal alternatives. 
Let us be remembered as the generation that protected our native species, not as the one that 
sanctioned their decline. 

Thank you for your attention and for the important work of this Inquiry. 

With respect and hope, 

Ruby-May Davis 
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