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Appling for licenses to harm animals legally on Public Land is wrong. 

Our native animals deserve protection, not persecution. The current system enabling people to 
apply for and receive approval to kill native animals is cruel and unacceptable. 

Giving legal approval for a government sanctioned industry to operate with firearms brings more 
forearms, guns and other lethal weapons into our communities. 

 

I do not want us to become like another United States where access to more guns will definitely 
make its way into our communities and make them unsafe. This is the wrong direction by the 
NSW government to control feral animals on public land. If this path is chosen the NSW 
government will regret it because of the consequences that will result. Governments are charged 
with the responsibility to protect native wildlife and people, not risk their safety. 

 

I strongly urge the government to end this outdated practice and prioritise humane, non-lethal 
solutions and stronger protections for our native species. 

Please read my attached submission. 



Dear Committee 

The Game and Feral Animal Legislation Amendment (Conservation Hunting) Bill 2025 is now under 
parliamentary inquiry by the NSW Legislative Councils Standing Committee. This legislation would result in 
disaster for animals, public safety, and genuine conservation efforts. Historically animals deemed a pest have 
bounties attached or monetary payments to condone their slaughter, like the kangaroo industry that profits off 
the sale of kangaroo skin, leather and meat despite kangaroos being  a protected species. We now have the 
proposed Hunting Bill with its bounty system devised as management of feral animals –‘pests’ to supposedly 
protect native wildlife as the ONLY solution. But won’t this same Bill also risk the lives of native wildlife? With no 
regulation and compliance to control shooting on Public Land under the guise of ‘conservation’ and with many 
shooters even using silencers and inexperienced and unskilled, there will be mass carnage of native wildlife 
especially caught up in the crossfire causing serious injuries and a prolonged death, or immediate death. 
Where is the accountability to guarantee 100% that native wildlife will still remain safe if this Bill is 
legislated, along with companion animals and members of the public that are on Public Land? 

The "Conservation Hunting" Bill is NOT about conservation. It is about legalising hunting on Public Land with 
a taxpayer supported bounty system to support the rights of those people who want to hunt and kill animals 
often for sport, enjoyment and recreation. This Bill supports the rights of a small vested interest group and a 
political party in NSW. In the process innocent already struggling native wildlife could be killed. The argument 
used is to control feral animals. But native wildlife live on public land, and the community use public land with 
their companion animals along with tourists, hikers and bushwalkers. Denying the community the right to use 
public land is also not a solution when Public Land belongs to the people of NSW. This would be an erosion of 
our rights and discrimination. Allowing one specific group to only use Public Land is favouritism and not 
democratic.   

I am therefore vehemently opposed to the Game and Feral Animal Legislation Amendment (Conservation 
Hunting) Bill 2025.  This isn't just bad policy - it's a crisis built on flawed logic. 

My reasons are- 

1. A public safety risk- Public lands are set aside to be used by the community for enjoyment, 
connections with nature, to control stresses in life and for people’s health and well-being. This Bill 
would arm recreational hunters with prohibited weapons like guns, silencers and grenades and 
instantly turn over 50,000 hectares of public land into hunting grounds, endangering families, visitors, 
hikers, tourists, children and the majority of NSW residents who do not hunt. The public safety risks is 
significant. The chance of a member of the public being accidentally killed is real. NSW Crown land and 
public land should be used to connect citizens with nature, rather than being used as ‘shooting ranges’ 
where they can be harmed or killed along with native wildlife. 

2. An Environmental Catastrophe- It opens up thousands of hectares of public land to hunting, 
including areas reserved for environmental protection. Protected reserves of public land and vital 
wildlife corridors, would become killing zones that would be fragmented further and would destroy 
some of the last remaining native habitats in NSW for many threatened species like our Koala and 
Greater Glider. These animals depend on safe intact wildlife corridors for their survival. This Bill hides 
behind the premise of ‘killing feral animals that harm our native wildlife so as to protect them.’ 
However, this Bill will not only harm or kill native wildlife, it will also disrupt their habitat even further 
that has already been compromised and fragmented due to destructive and expansive practices such 
as logging, agriculture, mining and fossil fuel industries. This recreational hunting Bill seriously risks the 
regular ongoing killing of non-target species- our native wildlife. 

3. Economic Scandal-  This Bill deceives the public by renaming hunting licences as "conservation 
permits" to greenwash recreational killing. This bounty system will cost taxpayers an estimated $264.00 
for every single feral animal killed. Public money should not be used to kill sentient beings. This is a 
system built on fraud because it wastes taxpayer money by bankrolling cruel and ineffective bounty 
programs, with zero ecological benefit. A national review of hunting under past Australian bounty 
schemes, conducted by the former Australian Bureau of Resource Sciences, concluded that ‘No 
bounty scheme in Australia has had a noticeable short or long-term impact on vertebrate pest 



populations that have a high reproductive rate.’ Bounty systems fail, and this proposed bounty 
system to eradicate pests like foxes, rabbits, wild pigs, cats and dogs will also fail NSW taxpayers. The 
logging industry (Forestry Corp NSW) today destroys the habitat of our native wildlife. End this logging 
and you save species habitat and you protect our wildlife. Bounty systems supported by our taxes 
wastes our money and is wrong and ineffective.  

4. Democratic Betrayal- The Bill attempts to resurrect the Game Council, an authority that was shut 
down by the government in 2013 for creating “unacceptable risks.” This Conservation Hunting Bill is a 
backroom political deal with the Shooters and Fishers Party to get certain legislation passed by the 
NSW government this year. 

5. Animal Welfare -With this Bill there would be no animal welfare oversight or enforcement of animal 
cruelty breaches. Most troubling, this Bill seeks to enshrine a “legal right to hunt and kill” under NSW 
law, relegating the killing of sentient animals as an entitlement, rather than recognising these animals 
have intrinsic worth and deserve protection from wholesale slaughter. The RSPCA explicitly opposes 
recreational hunting due to the “inherent and inevitable pain and suffering caused.” A legislated “right to 
hunt” could make hard fought-for animal protection measures vulnerable. This Hunting Bill if passed 
would lock in precedents, making it harder to pass future animal protections or restrict cruel practices.  

6. Treats animals as disposable hunting targets, by creating a new legal right to hunt recreationally, 
treating the killing of animals as a human entitlement rather than recognising animal sentience. Whilst 
the NSW government is currently reforming outdated Animal Cruelty legislation, this Hunting Bill 
ignores animal sentience and the complexity of wildlife management.  

7. We need evidence-based conservation programs based on science that supports non-lethal and 
humane, science-based wildlife protection. Alternatives exist and work like fertility control of feral 
animals, and habitat restoration of native wildlife leaving them less exposed and vulnerable to feral 
animals. Genuine conservation requires science-based approaches that address the root causes of 
environmental degradation, not measures like the Hunting Bill that provide recreational opportunities to 
shoot animals while failing to achieve conservation outcomes. Invasive species is a threat to our native 
wildlife and ecosystems. Their effective management is essential to the health of the NSW environment 
and is controlled by National Parks and Wildlife Services. This is the most effective, evidence-based 
control methods overseen by skilled professionals, rather than hap-hazard hunting. NPWS act under 
the  NSW Environment Minister and the environment portfolio. The Conservation Hunting Bill proposes 
instead a standalone hunting entity under a Minister for Hunting and Fishing, embedding animal 
killing into the government agenda and focus. This is morally and ethically wrong.   

8. The government’s focus on land clearing and their policies to support native forest logging is the main 
reason native wildlife are struggling today. Species habitat is extensively cleared for agriculture and 
industry.  The NSW government should be restoring native wildlife habitat to make wildlife more resilient 
to feral animals. Professional land management has been shown to reduce introduced feral animal 
impacts humanely and sustainably. This Bill unfortunately diverts attention and resources away from 
proven conservation strategies such as habitat restoration and professional management programs to 
supporting a bounty system that will not control feral animals and will also place native animals at risk 
of being killed along with the public. 

Shooting licenses that give recreational shooters a right to hunt with tax supported monetary profits WILL make 
our Public lands unsafe for the public and native wildlife. This bill comes at the same time the NSW 
Government is delaying the promised Great Koala National Park. It’s outrageous that public land could be 
handed to hunters freely with an income attached to kill animals cruelly, whilst forest protection for our 
endangered native species (Koala, Greater Glider) stalls to allow increased logging of their habitat (Great Koala 
National Park) causing further species decline. 

Additionally with the recent release of the annual Statewide Land and Tree Study (SLATS) survey shows that 
66,498 hectares of NSW bush was destroyed across the state in 2023 through agriculture, native forestry and 
development. That's equivalent to bull-dozing Sydney's Royal National Park four times over.  

This is a 47% increase from 45,252 hectares that was cleared in 2022. Additionally woodland and forest 
clearing on private land has climbed particularly sharply, due to a lack of government action. Tens of thousands 



of hectares of private land covered with habitat, that could have supported koalas and other species, were 
cleared in just 12 months. The solution to protect native wildlife is NOT investing in a reckless bounty system to 
support recreational shooting on Public Land, it is simply, END this atrocious rate of deforestation to save 
habitat, then you will start to protect our native wildlife!  

I am strongly opposed to NSW’s public lands being handed over to political interests that do NOT reflect the 
values or safety of our communities and are supported by our taxes to kill animals cruelly. This Bill promotes 
animal cruelty, risks public safety, wastes public money, and falsely labels hunting as ‘conservation.’ I am 
outraged by the false use of this word ‘conservation’ and call out this disinformation. This is not conservation 
but a tactical political move by the government to achieve their own agenda. 

Thank you for your time and reading my submission. 

Martin Derby 

 


