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The numbers of native animals of many types has been on a steady increase over the six decades 
I have lived in regional NSW. The development of water, grazing and cropping has created 
unnatural levels of of opportunity for natives to breed to the highest numbers seen in many areas. 

The numbers are sustainable in good seasons but with our drought or flood history it leaves the 
natives at very real risk of starvation and death from thirst in droughts. With increased numbers 
you also get smaller territories and then reduced opportunity to avoid floods. 

We have no control over the breeding of natives and their natural instinct is to breed to the fullest 
when seasons are good but this means they often eat themselves into drought. 

With domestic livestock producers regulate their stock numbers to levels the feed and water can 
sustain. They are held to account for the condition of their livestock and if animals in poor 
condition are found on a property the landholder can be held legally responsible and prosecuted. 

The landholder feels a responsibility for the native animals on and surrounding his land and should 
have the legal ability to control their numbers to a level that can be sustained even in times of 
drought. In my years in farming communities I have never heard a farmer wish to completely 
remove native species and mostly have a connection with many on their properties and show 
genuine concern when they see natives in distress. 

I believe the best way to effectively manage the best well being of native species is to let the people 
most directly managing the environment they are living in to manage their numbers as well !!! 


