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Opposition to Licences to Harm Native Animals 

 

To: The Director, Animal Welfare Committee Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 
2000 Email: animal.welfare@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

Re: Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the issuing of licences to harm native animals in 
New South Wales. While I acknowledge the need for management of feral and invasive species, I 
believe that granting permission to harm native wildlife is both unnecessary and deeply damaging 
to our environment, our biodiversity, and our shared values of conservation. 

 

Key Points of Opposition 

Native animals are integral to our ecosystems. Every native species plays a role in maintaining 
ecological balance. Removing or harming them disrupts food webs, damages habitats, and 
undermines long‑term conservation efforts. 

 

Ethical responsibility. As custodians of unique wildlife found nowhere else in the world, we have 
a moral obligation to protect native species. Authorising harm through licences sends the wrong 
message about our commitment to animal welfare and conservation. 

 

Alternatives exist. Where human–wildlife conflict arises, non‑lethal management strategies should 
be prioritised. These include habitat restoration, relocation, exclusion fencing, and community 
education. Such approaches are more sustainable and humane. 

 

Public sentiment. The people of NSW overwhelmingly value native wildlife. Allowing licences to 
harm them risks eroding public trust in government stewardship of the environment. 

 

Distinction between feral and native species. I support the responsible management of feral 
animals such as foxes, cats, and pigs, whose impacts on biodiversity are well documented. 
However, conflating feral animal control with harming native species is misguided and 
counterproductive. 

 

Conclusion 

Licences to harm native animals are inconsistent with the principles of animal welfare, 
conservation, and ecological sustainability. I urge the Committee to recommend that such licences 
be abolished, and that resources instead be directed toward humane, non‑lethal management 
strategies and stronger protections for native wildlife. 

 



Thank you for considering this submission. I appreciate the Committee’s work in ensuring that 
NSW’s policies reflect compassion, responsibility, and respect for our unique natural heritage. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Matt Stone 


