Submission
No 18

INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS

Name:

Date Received:

Ms Bronwen Logan

19 November 2025




Dear Committee Members,

My name is Bronwen Logan, and I live on 5 acres in Mount Tomah in the Blue Mountains of
NSW. I am writing to express my deep concern about the current system of licences to harm native
animals and to urge fundamental reform.

Why This Matters to Me

Living in the Blue Mountains, I share my property with native wildlife every day. This is their
habitat as much as it is my home. I see kangaroos grazing at dawn, wombats moving through at
dusk, and countless bird species that make this landscape so extraordinary. These animals are not
pests or problems to be "managed" through violence—they are sentient beings with families,
complex lives, and an intrinsic right to exist.

I am shocked to learn that in 2023 alone, over 657,000 native animals were authorised to be harmed
under these licences in NSW, and that since 2017, almost 1.9 million animals have been killed.
This is not wildlife management; this is sanctioned cruelty on an industrial scale, happening largely
without public knowledge or oversight.

My Concerns About the Current System
The current licensing system is fundamentally flawed:

Lack of Transparency: There is virtually no public visibility into how these licences are issued, what
happens after they're granted, or whether the killing is even necessary. Animals are shot, trapped,
and poisoned in the dark, with minimal accountability.

Cruelty of Lethal Methods: Shooting, particularly at night, causes immense suffering. Animals are
often wounded rather than killed instantly, left to die slowly and painfully. Trapping and poisoning
are equally cruel. This suffering is inflicted on animals who are simply trying to survive in their
native habitat—often habitat that has been fragmented and destroyed by human activity.

Impact on Dependent Young: The thought of mother kangaroos being shot and their joeys left to
starve in the pouch, or being killed as "collateral damage," is deeply distressing. These licences
show no consideration for family groups or the welfare of dependent young.

Failure to Prioritize Non-Lethal Alternatives: The system appears to default to lethal control
without requiring evidence that non-lethal methods have been tried or would be ineffective.
Wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat management, and other coexistence strategies are proven to work
but are rarely mandated.

What Needs to Change
I urge the Committee to recommend the following reforms:
1. Prioritise Non-Lethal, Coexistence-Based Management

End the routine use of lethal control and replace it with humane alternatives. Here in the Blue
Mountains, we demonstrate every day that coexistence with native wildlife is possible. The
government should invest in education, wildlife-friendly fencing and gates, habitat corridors, and
support for landholders who want to live alongside native animals rather than kill them.

2. Strengthen Animal Welfare Protections

Native animals deserve the same protection from cruelty as companion animals. Cruel methods
such as night-shooting, leg-hold traps, aerial culling, and poisoning should be banned outright.
Any future management decisions must be subject to enforceable welfare laws and independent
oversight.

3. Mandate Transparency and Independent Monitoring



All licence applications, approvals, and outcomes should be publicly accessible. An independent
body should review all wildlife management decisions to ensure non-lethal alternatives are
genuinely prioritised and welfare standards are met. The current system operates with almost no
public scrutiny, allowing suffering to continue unseen.

4. Protect Mothers and Dependent Young

Any wildlife management approach must account for family groups and breeding seasons.
Dependent young should never be left to die as a result of lethal control operations.

5. Recognise the Ecological Value of Native Wildlife

Native animals are not problems to be eliminated—they are essential to healthy ecosystems.
Kangaroos are a keystone species. Wombats enrich soil. Birds support pollination and seed
dispersal. Our approach to wildlife should reflect respect for their ecological roles and their
intrinsic right to exist.

Conclusion

Living on 5 acres in one of Australia's most biodiverse regions, I see firsthand that coexistence
with native wildlife is not only possible but enriching. The current system of licences to harm is
cruel, secretive, and outdated. It does not reflect community values or contemporary
understanding of animal sentience and welfare.

I urge the Committee to recommend a fundamental shift away from lethal control toward
compassionate, evidence-based coexistence. Native animals have a right to live freely and safely in
their own habitat. Our laws should protect them, not facilitate their killing.

Thank you for considering this submission and for undertaking this important inquiry.
Yours sincerely,
Bronwen Logan

Mount Tomah, NSW



