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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am a retired academic and now volunteer for WIRES in my free time. 

My interactions with injured and orphaned wildlife have opened my eyes and heart to their unique 
beauty and their plight. As Australia has some of the most precious wildlife in the world, I would 
like to add my voice to the upcoming review of the “Licence to Harm” system – a legal permit 
issued by the NSW Government that allows persons to kill, injure or otherwise harm protected 
native animals. 

I, like many others, have never heard about the existence of this system. I had believed that 
“protected native animals” were indeed protected?! 

Yet I read that each year, hundreds of thousands of native animals in NSW are killed, under 
government authorisation. How can this be?? I am totally shocked by this news. 

I applaud the NSW Parliament is willingness to carefully review the “licence to harm” system, 
hoping that this process will put an end to this legally endorsed injury or killing of our native 
animals. Any approach to wildlife management must recognise animals as sentient family groups. 
Dependent young should never be left to starve or die unseen. Practices such as night-shooting, 
aerial culling, leg-hold traps and poisons inflict extreme suffering and must be permanently 
prohibited. 

Surely, there are better ways to prevent conflict, such as wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat 
planning, that don’t cause suffering. I urge NSW Parliament to end the use of lethal control and 
replace it with non-violent management that values coexistence. 

To date, there seems to be no functional oversight once a licence is issued, and animals can be 
shot, trapped or poisoned without transparency. It is time for clear laws, and a total ban on 
practices that cause pain and distress. Oversight of all wildlife management decisions must be 
independent, with regular public reporting of data, compliance and welfare outcomes. Licence data 
should be fully transparent and independently reviewed. Without oversight, suffering continues in 
the dark. We need a system based on openness, accountability and compassion. 

It is increasingly apparent that humans cannot exist without Nature. The extinction rate of 
Australian animals is shamefully high and human actions causing habitat loss, and climate change-
related events like fires and droughts top of the list for causes. 

What we need is a cultural shift that promotes empathy and stewardship. We must act now and 
replace fear and control with respect for life and a commitment to peaceful coexistence. I speak 
to many community members about the work I do, and most be far wanting to learn more about 
our native animals and would vote for coexistence. 

I thank you for your consideration of my submission, 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Dr Ute Vollmer-Conna 


