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My name is Melanie Varjon and I am writing as a concerned community member who cares deeply
about the wellbeing of Australia’s native animals. These animals are a unique and irreplaceable part
of our natural heritage, and I believe we have a responsibility to protect them with compassion,
respect and evidence-based practices.

I am deeply troubled by the current wildlife management system in NSW. Too often, lethal
methods such as shooting, trapping and poisoning are relied upon as routine “management,”
despite the cruelty and suffering they cause. There is very little independent oversight, meaning
harmful practices can occur without proper scrutiny or accountability.

I am particularly concerned about the killing of mothers and the subsequent fate of dependent
young. When adult animals are shot or trapped, their young are frequently left behind to starve,
dehydrate or die from exposure—often unnoticed and unreported. This is not only inhumane but
also out of step with modern community expectations and our understanding of animals as
sentient beings who live in family groups.

I urge the Committee to adopt a more compassionate, ethical and scientifically informed approach
to wildlife management. In particular, I ask that you move toward non-lethal management. Cruel
methods such as shooting, trapping and poisoning should not be the default tools for addressing
wildlife issues. There are effective alternatives—habitat planning, wildlife-friendly fencing, public
education, and coexistence strategies—that prevent conflict without causing harm.

NSW should invest in programs that support people and wildlife living safely side-by-side,
recognising that animals are an integral part of our environment, not pests to be “controlled.”

Any wildlife management framework must acknowledge the social and familial bonds of native
animals. Dependent young must never be left to die as a result of management decisions.

Native animals deserve the same enforceable welfare protections as companion animals. This
includes clear legislation that prevents cruelty and ensures accountability.

All wildlife management decisions should be subject to independent oversight, with regular public
reporting on activities, compliance and welfare outcomes.

***Ban cruel methods outright.** Night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps, poisons and other
inhumane practices should be permanently prohibited due to the extreme suffering they inflict.

Thank you to the Committee for considering this submission. I sincerely hope this review leads to
stronger, kinder and more transparent protections for NSW’s native animals. Our wildlife deserves
a system that safeguards their welfare and recognises their intrinsic value—not just as part of our
ecosystems, but as sentient beings deserving of compassion.



