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Re: Reform of licences permitting the killing of native wildlife

I am writing to express strong concern about the current licensing system that allows native wildlife
in NSW to be killed. The process lacks transparency, is over-reliant on lethal methods, and does
not adequately consider ecological or animal-welfare impacts.

Native species are already under pressure from habitat loss, climate change, invasive predators,
and urban expansion. Allowing widespread killing through permits risks further harm to
populations and ecosystems, often without clear evidence that lethal control is necessary.

In many cases, non-lethal alternatives exist — such as fencing, deterrents, habitat modification, or
support for landholders to prevent conflict. These should be mandatory considerations. Wildlife
carers and rescuers frequently report injured, misidentified, or orphaned animals resulting from
permitted culling, highlighting unacceptable welfare risks.

Recommendations -

1. Full review of the licensing framework to ensure it is science-based and welfare-focused.

2. Mandatory transparency, including annual public reporting of permits issued, species affected,
numbers killed, and compliance outcomes.

3. Proof of non-lethal attempts before any lethal licence is granted.

4. Stronger ecological assessment to prevent local population decline and cumulative impact.

5. Support for coexistence strategies rather than defaulting to killing wildlife.

Protecting native animals should be the default position in NSW. I urge the Government to
modernise the licensing system to ensure humane, transparent, and ecologically responsible
wildlife management.



