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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Committee 

A Call to End the Legal Killing of Native Animals in New South Wales 

Dear Committee Members, 

I write to you as a former farmer and hunter with first-hand experience in the realities of 
land and animal management. This compels me to speak out against the current 
licensing system in New South Wales that permits the legal killing of native animals. I 
understand that since 2017, nearly 17,000 licences have been issued resulting in the 
deaths of an estimated 1.9 million native animals. This is not only ethically indefensible 
but also ecologically reckless and administratively opaque. 

The methods used to carry out these killings are inherently cruel. They often result in 
prolonged suffering, non-lethal injuries, and the orphaning of dependent young. 
Shooting and trapping, often conducted without adequate training or oversight, 
frequently leave animals wounded and dying slowly and orphaning their young. If these 
acts were committed against domestic animals, they would rightly be condemned as 
criminal.  

I understand there is a lack of transparency and oversight. Permits are issued with 
minimal public scrutiny, and there is no requirement for environmental impact 
assessments or community consultation. There is inadequate follow-up to ensure 
compliance with permit conditions or to assess the ecological consequences and the 
cumulative impact on biodiversity.  

Humane, non-lethal alternatives to wildlife management are not only available but are 
often more effective and sustainable. Exclusion fencing and deterrents can protect 
crops and livestock without harming wildlife. Fertility control programs offer a targeted, 
non-lethal method for managing population pressures. Relocation and habitat 
restoration can reduce conflict zones and support ecological balance.  

Australia including NSW must embrace coexistence with native wildlife. This means 
shifting away from conflict-based narratives and investing in education and cultural 
change. Public awareness campaigns can help dispel persistent myths about native 
animals as pests. Farmer education programs can highlight the ecological benefits of 
native species, such as natural pest control and soil health. Stronger land-clearing laws 
are needed to preserve critical habitats, and wildlife corridors must be established to 
reduce roadkill and human-wildlife conflict.  

Incentivizing wildlife-friendly farming is another crucial step. Certification schemes can 
recognize and reward farms that adopt non-lethal practices. Financial incentives and 
grants can support landholders who protect native species and restore habitats. 
Research funding should be directed toward developing innovative tools for coexistence 



and ecological resilience. These initiatives can position NSW as a national leader in 
ethical land stewardship and biodiversity protection. 

The routine killing of native animals in NSW is a national embarrassment. It is cruel, 
poorly regulated, and ecologically damaging. Australia’s unique biodiversity is a global 
treasure, and NSW has a moral and ecological duty to protect it, not through bullets and 
poison, but through compassion, science, and shared responsibility. 

I respectfully urge the Committee to consider the following actions: implement a 
statewide ban on the killing of native animals, with exceptions only for emergency 
conservation interventions under strict independent oversight; phase out the use of 
1080 poison and other inhumane methods; establish a transparent, publicly 
accountable wildlife management authority; invest in non-lethal management research 
and implementation; and launch a statewide education and incentive program to 
promote coexistence and wildlife-friendly land use. 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

Sincerely, 

Professor Jeffrey Soar 


