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Licences to harm are cruel and outdated. Animals deserve protection, not persecution. There are
better ways to prevent conflict, wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat planning, that don’t cause
suffering. NSW should end the use of lethal control and replace it with non-violent management
that values coexistence. Native animals should be protected by strong welfare laws, not exceptions
that allow cruelty. There’s almost no oversight once a licence is issued, and animals can be shot,
trapped or poisoned without transparency. It’s time for clear laws, independent monitoring, and a
total ban on practices that cause pain and distress.

Instead of funding lethal control or deterrent programs, the government should invest in habitat
protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of native animals and the ecosystems
they sustain. There is almost no oversight of what happens once a licence is issued. The public
deserves to know how many animals are being harmed and why. Licence data should be fully
transparent and independently reviewed. Without oversight, suffering continues in the dark. We
need a system based on openness, accountability and compassion.

I oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW. Since
2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths of around 1.9 million
animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide long-term solutions.

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for wildlife,
transparent public reporting, and a shift away from harmful control methods toward true
coexistence. Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the land, and policies must
reflect that.

Thank you for considering this submission. Sincerely, Nina Perino



