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Please accept this as my submission to the NSW parliament Inquiry into the use of licences to 
harm native animals’. 

 

I live in the Southern Highlands of NSW and my interaction with wildlife is less now than it was 
when I lived on 25 acres of land which was surrounded by crown land, twenty kilometres north of 
Windsor in the Hawkesbury. In the Southern Highlands my interactions with possums is a daily 
occurrence and less regularly with kangaroos which live in the surrounding bushland and golf 
course. My garden is always filled with birds and reptiles including some large blue tongue lizards 
these enhance my life and make me feel connected to nature and help me to relax and feel at peace. 
In the Hawkesbury my interactions with native fauna occurred many times each day. Sometimes 
my orchards were the focus of attention of native animals but we managed to live peacefully with 
enough produce for the animals and for my family. I never thought about harming the animals as 
it was their home also. There are certainly ways to manage animals grazing on your property and 
it does not involve cruelty or killing animals which are just trying to find food to stay alive. 

 

The title is alarming: “A Licence to Harm is a legal permit issued by the NSW Government that 
allows a person to kill, injure or otherwise harm protected native animals”. These licences can be 
granted for reasons such as property damage, perceived overpopulation, or economic impacts, 
even when non-lethal solutions exist. They can cover a wide range of species and can authorise 
the killing of large numbers of animals. If these licences are granted for a “perceived effect of 
wildlife” I must object. Perception is how something is interpreted or regarded and each person 
has a different perception. How is this licence overseen, who decides whether someone perceives 
a situation in a rational way? There’s almost no oversight once a licence is issued, and animals can 
be shot, trapped or poisoned without transparency. It’s time for clear laws, independent 
monitoring, and a total ban on practices that cause pain and distress. 

 

In 2023 alone, 657,203 native animals were authorised to be harmed under these licences in NSW, 
more than any other state in Australia. This included kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, possums and 
countless birds. Since 2017, almost 1.9 million native animals have been killed under these permits. 
Why? These are wild animals simply trying to live in their own habitat. Many are mothers 
protecting young, or species already facing population pressures. Shooting, trapping and poisoning 
cause immense suffering, and there is little to no independent monitoring or transparency about 
what actually happens. This current system is failing animals and the public’s expectation of 
humane treatment and accountability. 

 

We must not use cruelty as “management.” Shooting, trapping, poisoning and other violent 
methods cause suffering and have no place in modern wildlife policy. We must immediately replace 
lethal control with compassionate, evidence-based strategies that protect both animals and 
ecosystems.  We must prioritise coexistence and build programs that help people and wildlife 
live safely together through wildlife safe practises, habitat planning and education.  Any 
approach to wildlife management must recognise animals as sentient family groups. Dependent 
young should never be left to starve or die unseen, this is inhumane and I thought native animals 
were protected. Animals need our protection, not persecution, there are better ways to prevent 
conflict and to manage our interactions with wildlife, for example habitat planning and wildlife-
friendly fencing these methods do not cause suffering. NSW should end the use of lethal control 
and replace it with non-violent management that values coexistence. 

 



In order for this to happen we need to strengthen protection for wildlife and create enforceable 
welfare laws. Native animals livestock, pets all deserve the same protection from cruelty. Oversight 
of all wildlife management decisions must be independent, with regular public reporting of data, 
compliance and welfare outcomes.  We must prohibit cruel methods. Practices such as night-
shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps and poisons inflict extreme suffering and must be 
permanently prohibited, there have been enough reports in the media and outrage from many 
communities about these practices. Our unique native animals should be valued and protected by 
strong welfare laws, not exceptions that allow cruelty. 

 

We must support genuine coexistence. We need to focus on education about the role native 
wildlife play in maintaining healthy ecosystems, from enriching soil and improving biodiversity to 
supporting pollination and seed dispersal, our native bushland relies on our fauna for it’s survival, 
our existence relies on a healthy ecosystem and native animals are an integral part of this web of 
life. There needs to be a greater education to help the community to understand our place in this 
ecosystem. We must encourage wildlife-friendly fencing and gates, and prioritise habitat 
restoration and protection to help animals live safely where they belong. We must understand that 
native animals have an intrinsic right to live freely and without harm. Instead of funding lethal 
control or deterrent programs, our government should invest in habitat protection and coexistence 
initiatives that respect the rights of native animals and the ecosystems they sustain. We should be 
promoting ecological balance by protecting apex predators such as dingoes and acknowledging 
kangaroos as an essential species to the health of Australia’s landscapes. We need to be honest and 
transparent and accountable, and ensure that there is public access to information, with the 
publication of all licence applications, decisions and enforcement data.  We also need to 
establish an impartial body to evaluate any wildlife management decisions, ensuring non-lethal 
alternatives are always prioritised. This needs to be carefully managed as things are constantly 
changing and as humane, nonviolent methods become established they need to be implemented 
and require clear welfare criteria for any future decision making.  

Currently there is almost no oversight. We need to know what happens once a licence is issued. 
The public needs to know how many animals are being harmed and the reasons why. Licence data 
needs to be fully transparent and independently reviewed. If there is no oversight, suffering 
continues in the dark. We need a system based on openness, accountability and compassion. 

 

They key is education. We must help the community to understand how to coexist peacefully with 
native animals and why every species has ecological value. This will help build empathy and 
stewardship, replacing fear and control with respect for life and a commitment to non-violence, 
this is something that must be fostered in our modern lives. Most people want to coexist peacefully 
with wildlife. Only through education and support can people understand how to coexist safely 
and humanely with fauna. A compassionate culture starts with knowledge, replacing fear with 
respect and teaching that every animal has a place in our shared world. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission and explain why I am so concerned about 
this Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals. 


