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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this inquiry. I am writing to express deep concern 
about the current system under which licences to harm native animals are issued. The existing 
framework allows widespread shooting, trapping and poisoning of native wildlife with minimal 
transparency or independent oversight. These practices cause significant suffering and fail to 
reflect modern standards of animal welfare or public expectations. 

 

Lethal control is inherently cruel. Night-shooting, poisons and traps frequently result in prolonged 
suffering, misidentification of species, and the orphaning of dependent young who starve out of 
sight. A humane wildlife policy must prioritise coexistence over killing and recognise the sentience, 
social structures and family bonds of native animals. 

 

Instead of relying on violence as a management tool, NSW should adopt evidence-based, non-
lethal strategies such as wildlife-friendly fencing, improved habitat planning, humane deterrents, 
and community education. These approaches reduce conflict and support healthy ecosystems 
without causing pain or distress. 

 

Current legislation also fails to provide adequate welfare protections for native animals. I urge the 
inquiry to introduce enforceable welfare laws, independent monitoring, and full transparency 
around any wildlife management decisions. Cruel methods such as aerial culling, leg-hold traps, 
and toxic poisons should be prohibited outright. 

 

True coexistence requires investment in habitat protection, restoration, and public education about 
the ecological importance of native wildlife. Species such as kangaroos and dingoes play key roles 
in maintaining ecosystem balance, soil health and biodiversity. Protecting them supports the long-
term health of Australia’s landscapes. 

 

Finally, transparency and accountability must be central to any reformed system. Licence 
applications, assessments, welfare criteria, species outcomes and enforcement actions must be 
publicly available. Decisions must be independently reviewed, and non-lethal alternatives should 
always be the default and first consideration. 

 

NSW has the opportunity to build a compassionate, modern, scientifically grounded approach to 
wildlife management, one that values coexistence, transparency and the welfare of every animal, 
including mothers with dependent young. I urge the inquiry to end routine lethal control and 
ensure that future policy protects native animals rather than harming them. 

 

Thank you for considering this submission. 


