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I am a 67 year-old Australian woman, a former teacher and childcare educator. I spent my 
childhood summers snorkelling, went camping and skiing with my parents, and later spent a year 
travelled via 4WD throughout many wilderness areas of Australia. I also raised my children in a 
small rural community. Since returning to Sydney, where I live near the beach, I walk or swim 
almost every day. In short, I have loved our natural environment and its wildlife for my whole life. 
has been care about native animals 

 

I was shocked and sickened to learn about the current “licence to harm” system, under which 
people can legally shoot, trap, poison and kill wildlife. That the Government of NSW approves 
such egregious cruelty is utterly outrageous. 

 

Since 2017, these licences have enabled the slaughter of almost 1.9 million native animals, with 
over 657,000 killed in 2023 alone. Many were shot in front of their young. Many were mothers 
whose babies were left to die. 

 

The scale of the cruelty is breathtaking. The fact that the public has been kept in the dark about 
this system for years shows that successive governments know that. Australians would never 
countenance it. 

 

This routine killing of native animals must end. 

There must be an investigation into the lack of transparency and poor oversight of the current 
system, and accountability for those responsible. 

Wildlife must be managed through humane, non-lethal methods that protect the welfare of every 
animal, and ensure the protection of their habitat. 

Australians must be educated about respectful coexistence with our wildlife 

 

I would like to thank the Committee for considering this submission, and urge it to act to end the 
disgraceful "licence to harm" system and institute a humane wildlife management model. 


