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Dear Committee Members, 

Many years ago my beloved dog died screaming in agony from 1080 bait poisoning as I rushed 
him to the vet.  I couldn’t save him and I was devasted.  The department of Primary Industries 
didn’t think to tell anyone in my semi-rural street near Sydney they were laying baits for rabbits. 
And yes I do understand how much of a pest rabbits are, my horse broke his leg after stepping in 
a rabbit hole.  I spent years plowing up rabbit burrows on a property in the Central West of NSW.  
Poisoning is not how we should be containing any animal regardless of how much of a pest it is.  
As humans we have to do better. 

We should not be using cruelty as “management.” Shooting, trapping, poisoning and other 
violent methods cause suffering and have no place in modern wildlife policy. Replace lethal 
control with compassionate, evidence-based strategies that protect both animals and 
ecosystems. 

Ban cruel methods outright. Practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps and 
poisons inflict extreme suffering and must be permanently prohibited. 

Native animals should be protected by strong welfare laws, not exceptions that allow cruelty. 
There’s almost no oversight once a licence is issued, and animals can be shot, trapped or 
poisoned without transparency. It’s time for clear laws, independent monitoring, and a total ban 
on practices that cause pain and distress.  Native animals deserve the same protection from 
cruelty as companion animals. 

I oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW. 
Since 2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths of around 1.9 
million animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide long-term solutions. 

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for wildlife, 
transparent public reporting, and a shift away from harmful control methods toward true 
coexistence. Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the land, and policies must 
reflect that. 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sue Stocks 

 


