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Dear Committee Members, 

My name is Diane Roberts and I am 68 yrs old, and I have seen such terrible devastation of 
this land and the wildlife in it since being a child to my present age. Animal agriculture has 
been allowed to spread unchecked causing vast deforestation and, as a consequence, 
unbridled wildlife slaughter and extinction. As one of many who loves Australia, with its 
flora and its unique fauna, this has been heartbreaking and must stop now. We need to 
reforest and allow wildlife to live without interference or risk losing it all. 

As our native wildlife has developed over millions of years, it has evolved to care for and 
supplement the land. It is part of an incredible ecosystem that keeps this land fertile and 
regenerative. Without them our land declines. And our ability to best use this land declines 
with them. 

Therefore, I oppose the current licensing system that permits the legal killing of native 
animals in NSW. There has been almost 1,9 million native animals slaughtered since 2017, 
thanks to the approx. 17,000 licences which have been issued. These deaths have often been 
far from humane, as numerous documented cases show, nor have they delivered lasting 
solutions. 

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for wildlife, 
transparent public reporting, and a transition away from harmful control methods toward 
authentic coexistence. Our policies should support our wildlife, not destroy them. 

Here are some recommendations I feel we must begin to implement as soon as possible. 

 

1. Non-Lethal Management must be implemented 

Lethal control—shooting, trapping, poisoning and other violent methods—causes suffering 
and has no place in contemporary wildlife policy. These methods do not provide long-term 
ecological benefits and are inconsistent with community expectations of humane treatment. 

 Licences to harm are cruel and outdated. Animals deserve protection, not persecution. 
Wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat planning offer effective, humane alternatives. NSW 
should end lethal control and invest in non-violent management that values coexistence. 

NSW should: 

• Replace lethal control with evidence-based, compassionate alternatives proven to 
reduce conflict without harm. 

• Prioritise coexistence tools such as wildlife-friendly fencing, improved habitat 
planning, and community education. 

• Ensure all management approaches recognise native animals as sentient beings living 
in family groups, and eliminate any practice that risks orphaning dependent young. 

 

 



2. Wildlife Protections Strengthened 

Native animals should receive the same basic protections from cruelty as companion animals. 
Current exemptions leave them vulnerable to suffering with almost no oversight once a 
licence is issued. Kangaroos are often shot at night, in the dark. There is no monitoring in 
place for every time one is shot and, frequently, they are left injured and suffering. Nor is 
bashing Joeys to death in any way humane. 

Native animals deserve strong welfare laws—not systems that permit cruelty in the dark. 
NSW needs clear legislation, independent monitoring and a complete ban on practices that 
cause pain and distress. 

NSW should: 

• Enact enforceable welfare standards that apply equally to all native species. 
• Introduce independent monitoring, mandatory data reporting, and public transparency 

of compliance and welfare outcomes. 
• Ban inherently cruel practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps 

and poisons. 

 

3.Coexistence is the Key 

The most sustainable, ethical path forward is coexistence. Rather than funding lethal control 
or deterrent programs, NSW should support initiatives that strengthen ecosystems and help 
people live safely alongside wildlife. 

Therefore the government should fund coexistence and habitat protection that respect native 
animals and the ecosystems they sustain. 

This includes: 

• Education about the ecological roles of native species—such as soil enrichment, seed 
dispersal and biodiversity support. 

• Incentives for wildlife-friendly fencing, gates and responsible land management. 
• Habitat restoration and landscape planning that protect animals’ right to live freely. 
• Recognition of the ecological importance of apex predators like dingoes and keystone  

 

4. Transparency and Accountability 

The current licensing system is neither transparent nor accountable. The public cannot see 
how many animals are being harmed, why, or under what conditions and there is almost no 
oversight once a licence is issued. Slaughter often does not meet even the lamentable current 
standards, yet there is no way to track this. NSW needs full transparency, independent review 
and a system built on accountability and compassion. 

NSW should: 



• Publish all licence applications, decisions, enforcement actions and animal welfare 
outcomes. 

• Establish an independent body to review wildlife management decisions and ensure 
non-lethal alternatives are always considered first. 

• Phase out opaque licensing as humane, non-violent methods become established, and 
introduce clear welfare criteria for all future decisions. 

 

5. Education built on Science and Compassion 

Long-term change depends on community understanding of kangaroos and their cultural 
values. Yet very few people in the community know about how our native animals benefit us, 
their lifestyles and biology. Such as kangaroos are not “highly fecund’ and therefore it is 
impossible for groups to ‘explode’ in numbers. Kangaroos are actually a slow growing 
species, with low reproductive rates and high juvenile mortality. And in times of stress 
through being hunted or environmental causes the kangaroo can pause its breeding. This is 
known as embryonic diapause. Yet, because of all unbridled shooting licences, we are now 
seeing local mob extinctions. As each mob is destroyed we get nearer to total extinction. 

So, these wild unsubstantiated calls of kangaroo populations exploding should be 
immediately disregarded by the government.   

Communities want to live peacefully with wildlife. Education can replace fear with respect 
and foster a compassionate culture where every species is valued. And we also need to heed 
the Indigenous voices which seek to protect the native animals. 

NSW should: 

• Support public education on how to coexist with wildlife safely and humanely. 
• Promote a cultural shift toward empathy, stewardship and respect for all species. 
• Encourage recognition that every native animal contributes to our shared 

environment. 
• School children and adults on the actual biology and breeding habits of kangaroos and 

other wildlife, and on their environmental needs (such as kangaroos can peacefully 
co-exist with other animals as they are ‘tip shoot eaters’- they only eat grass tips the 
rest is left for other animals) 
 

 

I would like to thank the committee for their time and effort in reading my submission 

Yours Sincerely 

Diane Roberts 
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