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I am writing as a community member deeply concerned about the welfare of our native wildlife 
and the ongoing use of harmful, outdated practices in wildlife “management.” NSW urgently needs 
a compassionate, modern framework that protects animals, ecosystems and the communities who 
value them. 

 

1. Move Toward Non-Lethal Management 

Cruel methods such as shooting, trapping, poisoning and other lethal controls have no place in 
contemporary wildlife policy. These practices cause immense suffering and do not offer long-term 
solutions. Instead, NSW should prioritise humane, evidence-based strategies that avoid harm and 
focus on coexistence. 

Wildlife-safe fencing, habitat planning and practical education programs can prevent conflict far 
more effectively than violence. Any management decisions must also recognise that animals live 
in family groups—dependent young should never be left to die unseen because their mothers have 
been killed. 

 

2. Strengthen Protections for Wildlife 

Native animals deserve the same protections from cruelty that companion animals receive. This 
requires clear, enforceable welfare laws, not exemptions that legitimise harm. There is currently 
almost no oversight once a licence is issued, meaning animals can be trapped, shot or poisoned 
without transparency or accountability. 

To uphold ethical standards, NSW must introduce independent monitoring, public reporting, and 
a total ban on inherently cruel practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps and 
poisons. 

 

3. Invest in Coexistence 

True coexistence means recognising the ecological importance of native wildlife and supporting 
communities to live alongside them safely. Habitat protection, wildlife-friendly fencing and 
restoration initiatives benefit both people and animals. 

Native species—including apex predators like dingoes and keystone species such as kangaroos—
play essential roles in biodiversity, soil health and ecosystem resilience. Instead of funding lethal 
control, the government should invest in long-term coexistence programs that respect the intrinsic 
right of animals to live free from harm. 

 

4. Transparency and Accountability 

The current licensing system is opaque and leaves the public in the dark. NSW should publish all 
licence applications, decisions and enforcement outcomes so communities can understand how 
many animals are being harmed and why. 

An independent body must review all wildlife management decisions to ensure non-lethal 
alternatives are always prioritised. Over time, harmful permits should be phased out and replaced 
with a humane, accountable, evidence-based system. 

 

5. Education and Compassion 



Communities want to coexist peacefully with wildlife, but they need support and knowledge to do 
so safely and humanely. Education programs can build understanding, reduce fear, and promote 
respect for the ecological value of every species. 

A compassionate approach encourages stewardship and shifts our culture away from control and 
cruelty toward empathy and coexistence. 

 

Conclusion 

NSW has an opportunity to lead Australia with modern, ethical wildlife laws that reflect 
community values. By prioritising non-lethal management, strengthening welfare protections, 
investing in coexistence, and ensuring transparency, we can protect native animals responsibly and 
humanely. It is time for a system grounded in compassion, science and respect for the wildlife that 
makes our state unique. 


