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To the Committee, Inquiry into the Use of Licences to Harm Native Animals 

 

I am writing as a wildlife carer who rehabilitates Australian Brushtail Possums. I spend my time 
nursing injured, orphaned and displaced native animals back to health so they can return to the 
wild. The idea that these same animals can be legally shot, trapped or otherwise harmed under a 
government licence is deeply distressing to me. 

 

Caring for possums and other wildlife, I see first-hand how vulnerable they already are – injured 
on roads, attacked by domestic animals, poisoned, or forced from their homes by land clearing. 
They are simply trying to survive in what little habitat we have left for them. To then add a system 
that officially permits further harm feels both cruel and completely out of step with community 
expectations. The scale of this harm – hundreds of thousands of native animals authorised to be 
killed every year in NSW, including possums, kangaroos and wombats – is shocking, especially 
given the limited transparency and monitoring of what actually happens once a licence is issued. 

 

 

I am particularly concerned about the welfare impacts on mothers and their young. As a carer, I 
often receive tiny joeys whose mothers have been killed. Many don’t survive the trauma or the 
separation. Any system that allows lethal control without strict protections for dependent young 
is, in my view, fundamentally unethical and incompatible with basic standards of animal welfare. 

 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend a strong shift away from lethal control towards humane, non-
lethal management as the default. Licences to harm native animals should be an absolute last resort, 
not a routine tool. Before any licence is granted, there should be clear evidence that non-lethal 
options – such as wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat planning, exclusion measures and education – 
have been tried and properly supported. Cruel methods such as night-shooting, certain traps and 
poisons should be prohibited outright due to the suffering they cause and the high risk to 
dependent young and non-target wildlife. 

 

 

I also ask that you strengthen transparency and accountability. The public should be able to see 
how many animals are being harmed, where, by whom and why, with independent oversight to 
ensure that animal welfare is genuinely prioritised and that licences are not being used as an easy 
shortcut. Native animals deserve robust, enforceable welfare protections, not broad exemptions 
that quietly allow cruelty. 

 

 

Thank you for considering this submission. I hope this inquiry leads to a system that genuinely 
protects wildlife, respects their right to live safely in their own habitat, and reflects the compassion 
that so many members of the public feel towards native animals like the possums I care for. 

 

Yours sincerely, 




