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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am a lifelong advocate for animal protection, deeply concerned about the treatment of Australia’s 
native wildlife. These animals are sentient beings who play essential ecological roles and form part 
of our shared natural heritage. They deserve more than to be treated as “pests” or problems to be 
managed through harm. I am making this submission because I believe NSW, as a civilised and 
compassionate society, must move toward a modern, compassionate, and scientifically grounded 
approach to wildlife management. 

 

I oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW. Since 
2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths of around 1.9 million 
animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide long-term solutions. 

 

The current licensing system allows the routine harming of native animals with minimal oversight, 
limited transparency, and significant welfare risks. Licences enable shooting, trapping, poisoning 
and other practices that inflict severe suffering. Many methods, particularly night-shooting, aerial 
culling and the use of leg-hold traps and poisons, are incompatible with any standard of humane 
treatment and civility. 

 

I am especially troubled by the impact on mothers and their dependent young. Countless joeys, 
chicks and other young animals are left to starve, freeze or die from predation after their mothers 
are killed. These young animals are almost never counted, monitored or considered in licensing 
decisions, despite being sentient beings with the same capacity to suffer as adults. 

 

Further, there is no meaningful independent oversight once a licence is issued. The public cannot 
see how many animals are harmed, why the killing occurs, whether non-lethal options were 
considered, or what welfare outcomes resulted. This secrecy erodes public trust and allows cruelty 
to continue unchecked. 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for wildlife, 
transparent public reporting, and a shift away from harmful control methods toward true 
coexistence. Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the land, and policies must 
reflect that. 

 

NSW must end the use of lethal control entirely and replace it with humane, evidence-based, non-
violent management. Violent methods such as shooting, trapping, poisoning cause prolonged 
suffering and are out of step with modern values. Instead, policy should prioritise coexistence 
through wildlife-friendly practices, habitat design, education, and community support. Any 
approach must recognise wildlife as sentient family units. Dependent young should never be left 
to die because their mothers were harmed under a licence. 

 

Native animals deserve enforceable welfare protections equal to those afforded to companion 
animals. The current system relies on broad exemptions that permit cruelty in situations where it 
would never be tolerated for domesticated pets such as dogs or cats. 



 

NSW should: 

 

- Introduce strong, consistent welfare laws applying to all native animals 

- Ban cruel methods outright 

- Require independent monitoring with regular public reporting of animal welfare outcomes and 
compliance 

 

Instead of funding lethal control, invest in humane coexistence. This includes: 

 

- Education on the ecological importance of native species 

- Wildlife-friendly fencing and gates 

- Habitat protection and restoration 

- Recognition of apex predators and keystone species, such as dingoes and kangaroos, that help 
maintain ecological balance 

 

Native animals have an intrinsic right to live freely in their own habitats. Coexistence is not only 
ethical, but ecologically necessary. 

 

All licence application details, assessments, approvals and enforcement actions must be publicly 
accessible. An independent body should oversee licensing decisions and confirm that lethal control 
is no longer permitted under any circumstances. 

 

The current opaque permit system should be phased out and replaced with one that is open, 
accountable and centred on compassion. 

 

Building a culture of coexistence begins with community education. People want humane, practical 
ways to live alongside wildlife. Government-supported education programs can replace fear with 
understanding and encourage stewardship of the species that make NSW’s ecosystems unique. 

 

NSW now has a critical opportunity to shift toward a humane, transparent and ecologically 
responsible framework for wildlife protection. I urge the Committee to support reforms that 
prioritise non-lethal management, strengthen welfare protections and embed compassion at the 
heart of decision-making. 

 

Native animals deserve to live free from harm and cruelty, and the people of NSW deserve a 
system that reflects our shared commitment to protecting them. 

 

Thank you for considering this submission. 


