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Dear Committee, 

 

My name is  and I am making a submission to raise concerns my family and I 
have regarding licences to harm native animals. 

 

Up an until this enquiry we were not aware licences could be issued to harm native wild life. 

 

I would like to express my objection to the killing of native wild life. This is fundamentally on the 
basis we do not believe that animals should be arbitrarily killed or injured to resolve real or 
perceived issues with native wild life. We do not believe that issues such as perceived 
overpopulation, property damage or other reasons justify the killing of native Australian wildlife. 

 

We have seen little evidence that killing wild life is an effective medium or long term strategy. Even 
if it was effective, we in principle oppose the killing of animals and view that sanctioning harm to 
animals only reinforces the view more broadly that violence against animals is acceptable. We 
should be seeking to redefine our relationship with animals, especially native wild life, in non-
violent terms. 

 

Apparently, in 2023, over 600,000 native animals were authorised to be harmed which is staggering. 
It is not clear what if any oversight or reporting is required. However, even with oversight and 
reporting, the true scale of death, injury and pain and suffering inflicted on animals would never 
be truly known. 

 

We believe non lethal options should be used to address these issues - even it came at a greater 
cost (improved fencing, monitoring and habitat planning). We believe strategies aimed at safe 
coexistence and management of wildlife without the use of violence should be the guiding 
principles. We believe as a society we should be moving away from inflicting violence and harm 
on animals and end the view that killing, inuring or harming animals is an acceptable solution. This 
sends the wrong message to future generations. 

 

We would like to see greater legal protections for native animals. This is not only because we 
believe these animals have the right to exist free from harm but that resorting to violence to solve 
a human-animal issues is fundamentally wrong. We would like to see greater independent oversight 
of native animal management and the end to cruel practices such as shooting, trapping and 
poisoning. We would like to see a shift in thinking from using a crude and blunt approach such as 
killing and injuring animals to a non-violent solution based on the principle of co-existence. 

 

This is an opportunity to start to redefine our relationship with animals and to start to end the use 
of violence and harm to solve a problem - perceived or real. 

Thank you for reading and considering my submission and hope it leads to greater protection for 
animals. 

 

Regards 




