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Thank you for the chance to make a submission on this important subject. All my life 
I have been an animal lover, including our native fauna, and in the past 15 years or 
so I have made many submissions to various governments about how best to deal 
with their protection.  
 
Every year, hundreds of thousands of our precious native animals are cruelly and 
indiscriminately trapped, shot and poisoned – legally! This must end. 
 
Below I list the points I would like the inquiry to focus on to improve the lives of our 
precious native animals and to stop their legalised slaughter. 
 

• Non-Lethal management of wildlife must be introduced as a matter of urgency 
 
I was shocked to hear that the killing of our wildlife is described as “licence to 
harm.” How damning that shooting, trapping, poisoning and other violent methods 
that cause harm and suffering are described as a ‘licence to harm’. Such wanton 
destruction and cruelty does not fit with modern wildlife policy or the wishes of the 
majority of voters.. Lethal control must be thrown out and replaced with 
compassionate, evidence-based strategies designed to protect both animals and 
their ecosystems. 
 

• Prioritise coexistence 
 
Instead of bloodshed, the government must institute awareness programs that help 
both people and wildlife to live without this violence. This can be done by adopting 
wildlife-safe practices, habitat planning and education. The focus must be on 
education about the role native wildlife plays in maintaining healthy ecosystems – 
they enrich the soil and improve biodiversity as well as facilitate pollination and seed 
dispersal.  
 
The government must encourage wildlife-friendly fencing and gates as well as 
prioritise habitat restoration and protection to help animals live safely where they 
belong. Ecological balance can be achieved naturally by protecting apex predators, 
such as dingoes and acknowledging that kangaroos are essential to the wellbeing of 
the landscape. 
 
Communities want to live peacefully with wildlife. Education and support can help 
everyone understand how to coexist safely and humanely. Community awareness 
will encourage understanding of how to coexist peacefully with native animals and 
that every species has ecological value. A cultural shift is necessary to promote 
empathy and stewardship instead of the current violence and bloodshed. 
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• Mothers and their offspring must be protected 
 
Wildlife management policies must acknowledge that animals have sentience and 
live in family groups. Dependent young must never be left to starve because their 
mothers have been slaughtered. 
 
The term ‘licence to harm’ belongs in the past; it is an obsolete and despicable 
statement in any context. Such antiquated language smacks of colonialism. 
Nowadays we have wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat planning. Ecologists are 
finding better ways that do not cause suffering. Lethal control of wildlife is shameful. 
Co-existence must be the goal, not massacre. 
 

• Create enforceable welfare laws  
 
Native animals deserve the same protection under the law as our companion 
animals. 
 

• Cruel methods must end 
 
Night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps, and slow-acting poisons like 1080 must 
stop due to the extreme long suffering these killing methods inflict. 
 

• Licensing 
 
The current permits must be phased out, and humane, non-violent methods 
introduced to require clear welfare criteria for future decision-making. 
 
At present, once a licence is issued there is no oversight. We, the public, deserve to 
know how many animals are being harmed and the reasons for it. Licence data 
should be fully transparent and independently reviewed. Without oversight, suffering 
will continue. Licence issuing must be based on openness, accountability and 
compassion. 
 

• Independent monitoring, transparency and accountability 
 
Independent review - Establish an impartial office to evaluate wildlife management 
decisions to ensure that non-lethal alternatives are prioritised. 
 
All wildlife management decisions must be independent - with regular, widespread 
publication of data, compliance, and welfare outcomes to keep the public up to date. 
 
Public access to information - Publish all licence applications, decisions and 
enforcement data. 
 
Our native creatures deserve strong, protective laws. There must be NO exceptions. 
Currently, once a licence is issued our native animals can be slaughtered. There is 
no independent monitoring for compliance. This is unconscionable. 
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In conclusion, native animals have an intrinsic right to live freely and without harm. 
Instead of funding lethal control or deterrent programs, the government MUST invest 
in habitat protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of native 
animals and the ecosystems they sustain. 
 
Jan Kendall 
1 December 2025 
 
 
 

 


