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Submission Against the Licence to Harm 

My name is , and I am someone who cares deeply about Australia’s native 

animals and the unique ecosystems they sustain. Growing up alongside wildlife has shaped 

my belief that these species are not just environmental assets, they are sentient beings with 

families, instincts and social bonds. Their wellbeing, and the health of the landscapes we 

share, matters to me personally and morally. 

I am troubled by the way the current licensing system allows harm to be inflicted on native 

animals with minimal scrutiny. Practices such as shooting, trapping and poisoning cause 

enormous suffering, yet they continue with little oversight or accountability. The lack of 

monitoring means we don’t truly know what animals endure once a licence is granted. I am 

particularly concerned about the impact on mothers and their young. Many dependent 

animals are left to die slowly and unseen when adults are killed. A system that permits such 

outcomes cannot be considered humane or responsible. 

I am urging the Committee to move wildlife policy toward non-lethal, compassionate 

management. There are effective ways to reduce conflict that do not involve pain or 

destruction such as better fencing, habitat planning and community education. Wildlife 

should be managed through coexistence, not cruelty. 

Native animals also deserve strong, enforceable welfare protections, just as companion 

animals do. Clear laws, independent oversight and public reporting are essential. Without 

transparency, there is no way to ensure that welfare standards are being met or that harm is 

being minimised. 

Cruel methods such as night-shooting, poisons, aerial culling and leg-hold traps should be 

completely phased out. These practices inflict intense suffering and have no place in modern 

wildlife policy. 

I also encourage the Committee to invest in programs that foster genuine coexistence. 

Education about the ecological roles of native species, whether it is soil health, seed dispersal 

or natural pest control, helps communities understand why these animals are vital. Protecting 

apex predators like dingoes and recognising kangaroos as a keystone species supports 

ecological balance, which benefits both people and wildlife. 

Finally, a transparent system is essential. Licence applications, decisions and enforcement 

data should be publicly accessible, and any wildlife management decisions should be 

independently reviewed to ensure non-lethal alternatives are always considered first. Over 

time, as humane practices become established, the harmful licensing system should be phased 

out entirely. 

Thank you for considering this submission. I am hopeful that the Committee will move 

toward a kinder, more responsible approach that respects native animals as living beings, not 

obstacles to be removed. With strong protections, transparency and a commitment to 

coexistence, we can create a future where wildlife is treated with the compassion and dignity 

it deserves. 

 




