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My name is Claudia Hayes and I work in animal care with experience in caring for domestic and
native animals. I am deeply concerned with the policy of using cruelty as “management” of native
animals in our community. Shooting, trapping, poisoning and other violent methods cause
suffering and have no place in modern wildlife policy. The most humane solution would be to
replace lethal control with compassionate, evidence-based strategies that protect both animals and
ecosystems. By prioritising coexistence, we can establish programs that help people and wildlife
live safely side-by-side through wildlife-safe practises, habitat planning and education. All would
be exponentially beneficial to our community.

The cruelty and lack of oversight by killing mothers and their young is disturbing whilst also
incomprehensible in terms of the government wanting to support the end of the Extinction Crisis
yet contributing to it. Any approach to wildlife management must recognise all animals as sentient
family groups. Dependent young should never be left to starve or die unseen, especially when their
mothers are hit by cars or killed by vigilantes.

My hope for NSW and for Australia is that our governments support genuine coexistence between
human, flora and fauna. Focusing on education about the role native wildlife play in maintaining
healthy ecosystems, from enriching soil and improving biodiversity to supporting pollination and
seed dispersal. Encouraging wildlife-friendly fencing and gates and road corridors, as well as
prioritising habitat restoration and protection to help animals live safely where they belong.

To recognise that native animals have an intrinsic right to live freely and without harm is vital in
carrying out our role as Australians and guardians of our Indigenous flora and fauna, as well as
respecting the Indigenous communities that have lived on this land for thousands of years.
Promoting ecological balance by protecting native apex predators such as dingoes and
acknowledging kangaroos as a keystone species is essential to the health of Australia’s landscapes.

I express my gratitude to the Committee for permitting this discourse and I hope for better
protection for our native Australian animals.



