
 

 Submission    
No 78 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS 
 
 
 

Name: Mr Lucas Lewit-Mendes 

Date Received: 5 December 2025 

 

 



Dear Animal Welfare Committee,  

I am an economist and member of the public, concerned about the use of licences to override 
animal protection measures in NSW. As an economist, I believe that regulations play an 
important role to ensure that negative externalities are not imposed on third parties, or that 
those third parties are appropriately compensated for the harm caused to them.  

Currently, licences to kill native animals in Australia do not adequately account for the costs 
imposed on those animals, to wildlife carers, and to First Nations people (who are not 
consistently consulted prior to licences being issued).  

This is why I recommend that the Government:  

● Mandate non-lethal methods be tried first 
● Mandate humane methods where lethal methods are required 
● Establish a tracking system for orphaned young 
● Explore humane alternatives and fund further research 

 

Humane killing 

In 2024, more than 250,000 native animals were authorised to be killed under NSW licences. 
Killing methods, such as shooting, trapping, and poisoning (1080, strychnine), often cause 
significant pain and suffering. There are no mandatory standards to kill humanely or ensure 
shooter competency.  

According to a 2023 survey by BehaviourWorks of Monash University, 9 in 10 Australians agree 
that animal welfare should be protected by the government through legislation. 

This is why non-lethal methods should be tried first, where proven alternatives exist.  

Humane methods should be mandated where lethal methods are required. The most 
inhumane methods, such as 1080 poison, should be banned.  

 

Orphaned young 

Additionally, orphaned young such as joeys are often found by wildlife carers, when their 
parents have been killed. This obviously creates an unsafe environment for the young, while 
also imposing an emotional burden on carers.  

The NSW Government should introduce a tracking system for orphaning incidents to 
identify the scale of this issue.  

https://www.behaviourworksaustralia.org/projects/the-2023-australian-animal-welfare-survey


 

Research into alternatives 

Many proven alternatives for animal control exist, including wildlife-friendly netting, exclusion 
fencing, guardian animals, and wombat gates. These should be explored further, and 
information could be distributed to farmers and other stakeholders on which of these methods 
are effective and in which situations.  

Additionally, the NSW Government should dedicate funding for research or trials of non-
lethal methods.  

 

Summary 

This inquiry is a significant opportunity to reduce the harm imposed on native animals in 
Australia.  

In summary, I recommend that the Government:  

● Mandate non-lethal methods be tried first 
● Mandate humane methods where lethal methods are required 
● Establish a tracking system for orphaned young 
● Explore humane alternatives and fund further research 

 

Thank you for considering my submission,  

Lucas Lewit-Mendes 


