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Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native 
Animals 
To whom it may concern, 

One governs when they are elected by the people, but the responsibilities of government 
extend far beyond.  You are also responsible for the flora and fauna of this unique country, a 
responsibility that perhaps extends far further out into time than your other day-to-day 
responsibilities. 

One cannot help, when one looks at the reasons licenses are given to harm native animals, 
how often they relate to livestock farming. Even much of the grain grown in Australia goes 
towards livestock feed. The negative effect on the First Nations people of European 
colonisation has been given greater credence in recent generations. What we are yet to 
reckon with is the effect of European livestock farming, especially the vast land which it 
occupies, on all of the inhabitants of this land, evolved and migrated, before colonisation. 

When I read about the hundreds of thousands of native animals killed annually under such 
policies, it adds to the already unconscionable toll from our deforestation, exclusion, roads, 
cities, pollution, hunting, harvesting and other ways we make life difficult for them.  

If we are to talk about our relationship with animals generally, the fact that livestock farming 
comes along with its own list of cruelties makes the harm we do to native animals to 
maintain the profits of livestock farming all the more unsuitable for a modern, ethical nation. 
If as Gandhi said, the moral progress of a nation can be judged by the way its animals are 
treated, the outcome of this inquiry extends far beyond commercial or practical concerns, 
into the conscience of a nation. 

I call on the inquiry to draw a line under past practices, and help us move on in our 
relationship with the flora and fauna of this beautiful land.  When I think about what it is to be 
uniquely Australian, it is the flora and fauna, the land itself, that comes to mind. Not the 
endless American and European-style farms, road networks, shopping districts and urban 
infrastructure.  To stand in our cities, one could often be almost anywhere in the consumerist 
world.  Much the same can be said of our farms. 

When one is out in our bush, however, seeing native flora and fauna perfectly matched for 
this place in which they evolved, one really knows that one is in Australia. I ask you in 
deciding on the outcomes of this inquiry, to speak for that ancient, deep, authentic Australia. 
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