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11 December 2025 

 

Submission to the Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Australian Animals 

Dear Committee Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into this important inquiry. I am writing out of 
deep concern for the wellbeing of native wildlife in NSW and the scale of harm currently 
permitted under the licensing system. 

Since 2017, close to 17,000 licences have resulted in the deaths of around 1.9 million native 
animals. These numbers reflect not only a regulatory system in need of review, but countless 
individual lives—sentient beings capable of fear, pain and family bonds—whose suffering often 
goes unseen. 

Lethal methods such as shooting, trapping and poisoning cause significant distress and rarely 
deliver lasting solutions. We can and should move toward compassionate, non-lethal 
management that prioritises coexistence. Simple measures—wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat 
planning, and community education—are effective, humane and reflective of modern 
expectations. 

Stronger protections for wildlife are urgently needed. Native animals deserve the same level of 
welfare consideration as companion animals, not exemptions that allow harsh practices with 
minimal oversight. Independent monitoring, transparent reporting, and clear welfare standards 
are essential to restoring public trust. 

True coexistence also requires recognising the ecological value of native species. From seed 
dispersal to soil health, they support the landscapes we all depend on. Protecting them 
protects our shared environment. 

Finally, I believe compassion must guide our approach. Most people want to live safely and 
respectfully alongside wildlife. Education and understanding can help communities feel 
confident and supported in choosing humane solutions. 

In light of these concerns, I respectfully urge the Committee to recommend: 

• A transition away from lethal control toward non-violent, evidence-based management 

• Strong, enforceable welfare protections for native animals 

• Transparent, accountable licensing processes with independent oversight 

• Investment in coexistence, habitat protection and community education 

Native animals have an intrinsic right to live free from unnecessary harm. Our policies should 
reflect both the science and the values of a community that cares deeply about its wildlife. 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

Yours sincerely, 
 




