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13/12/25
Inquiry Into Licenses to Harm Native Animals 

Dear Committee members, 

I am an Australian citizen, residing in Melbourne. As someone who greatly values our 
native wildlife, and who has had multiple positive and memorable interactions with them, I 
wanted to make a personal submission, in line with the Terms of Reference for this 
important Inquiry. 

Multiple aspects of the current licensing system greatly concern me and, as a whole, I 
strongly oppose this unethical program based on violence. Since 2017, an estimated 
almost 2 million native animals have been legally killed in NSW as a result of the almost 
17,000 licenses that have been issued. Exemptions from requiring a licence, and a lack of 
reporting and transparency, means the exact total number of native animals killed each 
year is unknown and is likely to be much higher (Humane Society International Australia - 
License to Kill Report (2023)). In 2023 alone, 657,203 native animals were authorised to 
be harmed under these licences in NSW, considerably higher than any other state in 
Australia. Common lethal methods - shooting, poisoning, trapping - usually cause 
prolonged, extreme pain and suffering, at scale, and can orphan young. Poisoning and 
trapping are also indiscriminate methods, they harm and kill other animals beyond those 
they target. It is nothing short of cruel and inhumane. Lethal control does not provide a 
longterm solution - it usually needs to be regularly repeated, leading to an endless cycle of 
killing and violence. Further, there is little to no independent monitoring nor transparency 
about what actually occurs once the license is issued. Ultimately, the current system is 
failing both our native animals welfare and the publics valid expectation of humane 
treatment of animals, transparency and accountability. 

The positive changes that I strongly support and encourage, include: 
• Transition to Non-Lethal Management   
  NSW should ban the use of cruel, indiscriminate, outdated lethal control and replace it 
with non-violent, evidence-based strategies that value coexistence, protecting both 
animals, including dependent young, and ecosystems. Non-lethal tools and solutions 
include visual deterrents, audio deterrents, olfactory deterrents, ‘wildlife friendly’ fencing/ 
enclosures, and husbandry practices (Humane Society International Australia - License to 
Kill Report (2023)). Violent methods should have no place in modern wildlife policy, 
especially in advanced countries such as Australia and with the growing research on 
animal sentience. Methods of killing that are well documented to have especially poor 
animal welfare outcomes - such as leg traps and 1080 poison - should be prohibited 
immediately. I believe that if more Australians were aware of this current program, and its 
scale, they would be utterly shocked and disgusted. Strengthen coexistence efforts 
through education, habitat planning, and programs that support people and wildlife to live 
safely alongside each other through wildlife-safe practises. 

• Strengthen Wildlife Protection  
  Native animals should be valued and protected by tough enforceable welfare laws, with 
no loopholes that permit cruelty. Under the current system, once such a license is issued, 
there is virtually no independent oversight.  Animals can be shot, trapped and poisoned, en 
masse, without accountability or transparency. Sufficient resourcing is needed to conduct 
compliance and enforcement activities. There is an immediate need for independent 
monitoring, clear laws, and a complete ban on violent methods that cause pain, distress, 
injury and a prolonged death. 
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• Transparency and Accountability  
  As mentioned, there is virtually no oversight once such a license to kill is issued. This is 
completely unacceptable and undermines the publics trust. There should be unhindered 
public access to all relevant information, including license applications and outcomes, and 
enforcement data. The public has a right to know how many animals are being harmed, 
and the proposed reason for the violence. License data should be fully transparent and 
independently reviewed. Likewise, any wildlife management decisions should be 
impartially reviewed, ensuring non-lethal, non-violent options are always prioritised. 
Existing permits should be phased out as more humane alternatives become established. 
This should also guide future permit issuing. A better system is urgently needed, in line 
with community expectations - one based on openness, accountability, animal welfare and 
compassion. 

• Education and Awareness 
  Facilitate community education about the ecological value of every species in keeping 
ecosystems healthy, and how to peacefully and humanely coexist, in our shared 
environment. Promote stewardship and compassion, moving away from an endless cycle 
of human-wildlife conflict. Offer support to assist landholders to develop the skills and 
processes that foster coexistence with wildlife, and encouragement to adopt different 
solutions. If given the option, I believe that communities would want to live in harmony with 
their natural environment. A compassionate attitude begins with knowledge and awareness 
- replacing fear and control, with respect for all life and a commitment to ‘ahimsa’ (non-
violence). 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

Faithfully, 
Sonja Ristevski 

          


