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I am writing as a deeply concerned community member to express my opposition to the current
“licence to harm” system operating in New South Wales.

A Licence to Harm allows individuals to legally kill, injure or otherwise harm protected native
animals for reasons such as property damage, perceived overpopulation or economic impact —
often even when non-lethal alternatives are available. Many members of the public are unaware
that such permits exist, let alone that they are issued on such a vast scale and with so little
transparency or oversight.

The scale of harm authorised under this system is alarming. In 2023 alone, more than 657,000
native animals were approved to be harmed in NSW — the highest number in any Australian state.
Since 2017, almost 1.9 million animals have been killed under these licences. These figures include
iconic and protected species such as kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, possums and countless bird
species. These are wild animals simply trying to survive in their natural habitat, not pests or
commodities.

The welfare impacts of the current system are deeply troubling. Lethal methods such as shooting,
trapping and poisoning can cause immense suffering and prolonged deaths. There is little
independent monitoring of how these methods are carried out, whether animals are accurately
identified, or whether best-practice welfare standards are met. The impacts on dependent young
— joeys, chicks and other offspring — are particularly distressing and appear to be inadequately
considered or documented.

I am also concerned about the lack of transparency and accountability in the issuing of these
licences. The public has limited access to information about where, when and how animals are
harmed, and there appears to be minimal scrutiny of whether non-lethal options have genuinely
been explored or implemented. This undermines public trust and falls short of community
expectations for humane, evidence-based wildlife management.

This inquiry presents a vital opportunity to expose a largely hidden system and to reform it. I
strongly urge the Committee to recommend an end to routine lethal control of native animals and
to make humane, non-lethal management the default approach. True coexistence requires
investment in education, habitat protection, wildlife-friendly land management and meaningful
consultation with First Nations communities.

Native animals are not a problem to be managed through violence. They are an irreplaceable part
of our shared environment and deserve protection, compassion and respect. The current licence
to harm system is failing both animals and the community, and it is time for meaningful change.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission and for considering these concerns.



