Submission
No 100

INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS

Name:

Date Received:

Miss Sarah Heath
14 December 2025




Hi, my name is Sarah. I live in a small rural town in the Southern Highlands, where there are many
dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly to help injured wildlife. These volunteers spend months
rehabilitating and caring for animals that have been harmed.

I believe that licences to harm wildlife are cruel and outdated. Animals deserve protection, not
persecution. There are better ways to prevent conflict — such as wildlife-friendly fencing and
thoughtful habitat planning — that do not cause suffering.

NSW should end the use of lethal control and replace it with non-violent management approaches
that value coexistence. Any approach to wildlife management must recognise animals as sentient
beings who live in family groups. Dependent young should never be left to starve or die unseen,
placing an additional burden on the very volunteers who are trying to help.

I have witnessed firsthand the suffering caused by poisons on small animals, and it is horrifying.
Instead of funding lethal control or deterrent programs, the government should invest in habitat
protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of native animals and the ecosystems
they sustain.

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for wildlife,
transparent public reporting, and a clear shift away from harmful control methods toward true
coexistence. Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the land, and our policies must
reflect that.

Thank you for taking the time to read this, and I hope you make the decision to do the right thing.

Kind regards,
Sarah



