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This submission expresses profound concern regarding the current regulatory framework governing the lethal 

control of native animals in New South Wales under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act).  

 

The system has led to the immense, authorised killing of native animals on a scale that is ethically unacceptable 

and ineffective as a long-term solution. Native animals have an intrinsic right to safe existence, and the policy 

must urgently shift from lethal control to mandated coexistence strategies. 

Key Recommendations to the Committee 

 Independent Oversight: An independent body must be established to assess, approve, and audit all 

lethal licence applications. 

 Increased Transparency: Mandate detailed, timely public reporting of all licences issued, species, and 

the actual number of animals reported as killed. 

 Prioritisation of Non-Lethal Methods: Lethal control must be authorised only as a verifiable last resort, 

with mandated financial support for landholders to adopt non-lethal solutions. 

 Strengthened Animal Welfare: Institute independently verifiable protocols to minimise suffering and 

enforce strict mitigation strategies for orphaned dependent young. 

 

 

The Scale and Welfare Failure of Authorised Harm 

The scale of authorised killing confirms the system operates as a default mechanism of population management, 

not a tool of last resort. 

Shocking Statistics and Unacceptable Suffering (ToR a, b, c) 

 1.9 Million Animals: Between August 2017 and February 2023, nearly 17,000 permits resulted in the 

authorised death of approximately 1.9 million Kangaroos, along with hundreds of thousands of other 

protected species. 

 Systemic Suffering: Current requirements fail to ensure humane shooting standards. Lack of 

competency and monitoring under non-commercial licences leads to frequent wounding and 

prolonged suffering. 

 Fate of Joeys: The killing of lactating females inevitably leads to the slow, inhumane death of 

dependent young  

(in-pouch joeys and young-at-foot), as the requirement for humane disposal is systemically 

disregarded. 

 

 

Regulatory Failures and Need for Accountability 

The licence system lacks adequate scientific assessment and public accountability. 

Licenses Lack Justification and Oversight 

The vast number of licences issued demonstrates that lethal control is granted as a first resort. There is 

insufficient regulatory incentive or requirement for applicants to prove that scientifically supported non-lethal 



mitigation strategies have been attempted and failed. The lack of independent verification makes the system 

vulnerable to misrepresentation of necessity. 

 

Deficit in Transparency 

The current level of public reporting is inadequate. The specific details of licences, the justification provided, and 

the number of animals actually killed are often withheld or delayed, hindering public scrutiny and accountability. 

 

Mandating Coexistence: The Path to Reform 

The NSW Government must pivot to supporting and mandating humane, long-term, non-lethal strategies. 

Prioritise Reproductive Control 

Contraception offers a humane, targeted, and effective method for stabilising or reducing localised populations. 

The Government must fund and establish a centrally managed, state-wide Non-Lethal Control Team focused on 

fertility management. 

Mandate and Subsidise Physical Mitigation 

The licence process must mandate the verifiable use of non-lethal exclusion and deterrents. This requires a grant 

scheme to subsidise the installation of wildlife-proof exclusion fencing and the replacement of dangerous barbed 

wire with wildlife-friendly designs. 

 

Conclusion 

The NSW licensing system is failing to meet ethical and conservation standards. Sustainable management 

requires a commitment to education. We urge the Committee to recommend investment in public education and 

extension services focused on native ecology and best-practice coexistence strategies to foster long-term 

tolerance and shared landscapes. 

The policy must reflect the value of native animals' intrinsic right to live safely by transitioning immediately to a 

system defined by independent oversight, transparent reporting, and mandatory non-lethal solutions. 
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