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We are blaming cats for the destruction of native wildlife to justify the culling and killing of cats
(an issue that has to stop and has been discussed in a previous inquiry). And yet, at the same time,
we are proposing to issue a 'Licence to kill and harm wildlife', i.e. authorising humans to kill and
injure animals, as well as making young wildlife orphan who mostly die and are thrown out as mere
garbage.

Surely in this day and age of greater environmental awareness, mass communication (that can be
used as education) and countless volunteers who are prepared to help through humane
interventions, surely, we can, we absolutely can, address the issues posed by wildlife supposedly
'encroaching' on human activities - mostly land ownership and industry which have (ironically) led
to our encroachment on the natural homes of our wildlife.

The trouble with the 'Licence to Kill/Harm' animals approach is that people will do just that -
indiscriminate, opportunistic, dispassionate killing and injury justified by a hazy, unproven and
cruel re-labelling of wildlife as "pests'.

The other trouble with this approach is that it takes an adversarial and defensive perspective: it's
cither the animals or the humans who are 'permitted’ to enjoy the land, our agriculture, or the
grass, or the trees, etc.

Humans and animals have co-existed for millennia but it is when humans want and take more that
the balance is tipped in their favour. We need to change this perspective and come up with more
creative, humane, progressive ways of addressing animal/human co-existence now and of teaching
those methods to emerging generations of humans.

Obviously, this requires good will from many stakeholders, appropriate regulation (rigorously
enforced), education at every level, and yes, funding! The owners of land and resources who are
making a claim to wildlife encroaching on their activities can begin by giving back some little
resource they took from wildlife - and our own posterity - in the first place.

Australians cannot stand up against animal cruelty here or internationally if we continue to
condone a Licence to Kill and Harm animals on our own land.



