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INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS

Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for this opportunity to submit to the Inquiry into the use of licences to harm
native animals.

It was alarming for me to discover that in 2023, 657,203 native animals were authorised to
be harmed under legal permits issued in NSW, more than any other state in Australia. Also,
since 2017 almost 1.9 million native animals have been killed under these permits.

Shooting, trapping and poisoning cause immense suffering, and there is little to no
independent monitoring, transparency or oversight about what actually happens to wildlife
when these permits are issued. Practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps
and poisons inflict extreme suffering and should be banned.

Many of the animals killed are mothers protecting young, or species already facing
population pressures. My belief is that the current system is not sustainable and does not
meet the public’s expectation of humane treatment and accountability. Lethal control needs
to be replaced with compassionate, evidence-based strategies that protect both animals
and ecosystems.

My view is that, instead of funding lethal control programs, | suggest the government should
invest in habitat protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of native
animals and the ecosystems they sustain. Wildlife fencing and habitat restoration need to
be prioritised.

| sincerely hope that this inquiry has the effect of changing the process for issuing these
licences and strengthening humane protection for all wildlife. Outdated, cruel methods have
no place in today’s society and people currently using these methods should be offered
assistance with alternatives to help bring about a compassionate change.

Yours sincerely

VIRGINIA TROPEANO





